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“hae supplies of provisions and stores which had been collected for the 
army at Amboor, with a reinforcement of four battalions of Sepoys from 
the southern countries, and the Bengal regiment of cavalry, under the 
command of Colonel Oldham, having joined the camp at Vencatighery 
on the 21st of April, the grand army moved on the 22d towards Banga- 
lore, on its route to the capital,—Seringapatam. The march to Bangalore 
was productive of nothing worthy of notice, if we except the conduct of 
our Nizamite allies, who, in some slight skirmishes with the enemy’s 
horse, gave us but little reason to hope for much material benefit from 
their assistance. Tippoo’s army kept at a short distance from us; his de- 
tached parties hovered round us to watch our motions; and while we lay 
at Bangalore, making the necessary arrangements for approaching his ca~‘ 
pital, he remained in the neighbourhood of Severndroog; from whence he 
moved to Seringapatam by the shortest road, as soon as he was certain 
that our army was moving to the same point, 

At Bangalore we found that our means of conveyance for provisions 
and stores were extremely inadequate to the quantity of both, which it 
was thought necessary to convey: the bullock contract has always been 
considered as a business of great mismanagement, and in this instance was 
very deficient. The supposed state of European politics made it neces- 
sary to lose no time in bringing our Indian disputes to a conclusion, and 
to use every possible means to obviate those difficulties which seemed to 
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obstruct our progress to the capital of Mysore. The individuals of the 
army were requested to contribute to this grand object, by a temporary 
reduction of camp equipage, and thereby to supply the public service with 
their private cattle. The enormous proportion of baggage and followers 
of an Indian army, by these means, became a public benefit, and nearly 
the whole of the shot necessary for the siege, was carried by this voluntary, 
and highly honourable, assistance of the officers and soldiers. The Ni- 
zam’s troops also carried, for a small reward, 5000 eighteen pound shot, 
equal ‘to about eight hundred bullock loads. It likewise afforded cattle 
for the conveyance of a considerable supply of provisions; and in order 
to transport as much as possible of this very necessary article of equipment, 
the munition de bouche, with as much grain, was given gratis, from the stores 
in Bangalore, to each Sepoy, as he chose to carry. The corps on an 
average taking twenty days provisions. 

After leaving a garrison consisting of 2000 native troops, and 200 Euro- 

peans, exclusive of the sick, we were enabled, by these aids, to move from 
Bangalore on the 3d of May, with 15 battering guns, provision in store 
for 20 days for the fighting men, and an army consisting of one regiment 
of European, and five of native cavalry, seven regiments of European in~ 
fantry, ten battalions of Coast, and seven of Bengal Sepoys, 52 field pieces, 
and nearly three complete battalions of artillery ; the largest regular force 
that ever was assembled in India. To this, 16,000 irregular horse may 
be added, whom we expected to cover our foragers from insult, and assist 
in collecting provisions, although we did not reckon on much material ad- 
vantage from their efforts in a general action. 

It may not be improper here to recur to the general situation of our af- 
fairs, as a clue to a fair and unbiassed investigation of the propriety of 
moving forward to an attack of such importance, before we were perfectly 
prepared. Every account from Europe had led us to conclude that a war 
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with Spain was inevitable; and it was supposed that France would, of 
course, be involved in the contest. In such an event, natural. policy, as 
well as former connection, would have pointed out to the French the mea- 
sure of assisting Tippoo, as the readiest mode of distressing us in India; 
and if their distracted condition permitted their taking an active part, by 
attacking our settlements here, while internal wars employed our army, 
they were by no means secure from insult. It became, therefore, an 
object of the highest importance to conclude the war without delay, 
either by the total subversion of the hostile power, or by negociating a 
peace on advantageous terms. \’ Our movement towards the capital was 
the first step to either of these objects. Tippoo’s embarrassed situation, 
with all the powers of India leagued against him, the recent loss of Ban- 
galore, still fresh in the minds of the people, and the dread of what 
might happen, if his capital was once attacked, might well be supposed 
to influence the Sultan to think of peace, and even to purchase it by 
large concessions, rather than risk the utter ruin of his empire by an 
obstinate perseverance in a system of hostility. This was the more likely, 
as in reply to a message sent by Tippoo, while his army was in the Car- 
natic, he was told his proposals would only be received at the gates of Se- 
ringapatam.—If, on the contrary, he remained determined for war, we had 
every thing to hope from the magnitude of our force, especially as Serin- 
gapatam was said to be far inferior in strength to Bangalore. 

From what we had lately seen, no expectation was entertained of Tippoo’s 
army meeting ours in the field; and if he confined it within the walls, or 
even the island of Seringapatam, their numbers would rather take from, 
than add to, his means of resistance. We had in store a certain quantity 
of provisions, and had received accounts that General Abercromby had 
ascended the Gauts from the Malabar coast, and had taken post at the 
Poodicherrum Pass, at the same time that our army mounted by the Pass 
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of Muglee (goth of February), having with him a battering train, the 73d, 
g5th, and 77th regiments, one battalion of European, and five of native 
infantry, belonging to the Bombay establishment. From thence the army 
proceeded to Periapatam, about 30 miles S W of Sermgapatam, where 
they arrived on the 16th of May. 

Tippoo had invariably followed the policy of his father Hyder, in de- 
stroying the country for several miles on each side of the road by which 
he expected our approach; and the inhabitants of this tract had been 
driven to the hills, and their villages burnt, to prevent our meeting with 
assistance from them. Hence it was thought more adviseable to move by 
the route of Cankanelly,* than by the shorter road of Chinapatam and Ram~ 


, gery,t which had been prepared in this manner for our reception. Our 


intelligence, a word which in this country is generally synonymous to mis- 
information, also led us to expect a more open country in this direction, 
and consequently a better chance of meeting with grass or grain in a state 
of vegitation, which Tippoo’s troops would not have time to destroy. In 
this we were greatly deceived; the road was bad, through a thick jungle 
for many ‘miles; and, to add to our difficulties, heavy rains came on when 
we reached Sultanpetta. : 

These unexpected impediments prevented our arrival near Seringapa- 
tam, till the 13th of May; and here we found, that from some misma- 
nagement in the provision department, and the mortality among our 
cattle, occasioned by bad weather and want of forage, much of the stock 
of rice on which we depended was not forthcoming. The Nizam’s troops } 
were so much in dread of Tippoo’s cavalry, that they never ventured be- : 
yond our picduets, and instead of procuring forage and provisions, served ’ 
only to consume the gleanings of the country, which, had we not been 


* 95 Miles. + About 80 miles. 
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encumbered with their assistance, would have maintained our cattle and 
followers. The wants of the latter description of people brought on us an- 
other misfortune. The Sepoys, for whose families no provision had been 
- made, trusting to'those supplies they had formerly been accustomed to find 
by their own industry, had shared with them what had been given for their 
own subsistence, and instead of having, as was supposed, provisions for ten 
days remaining in their possession, many were in absolute want. Punishing 
the men for thus misapplying their stock, would not remedy the evil; provi- 
sions were therefore served outto them from the public store,athalf allowance, 
In this state our army arrived within sight of Seringapatam ; no overtures 
of a pacific tendency had been made by the Sultan; and we saw, to our 
great surprise, his numerous army drawn out, entrenched, and strongly 
posted on the north side of the Cavery, to Oppose our farther progress. 
The accounts given by the deserters from his army agreed, in stating it to 
be his determination to try the event of a battle; if defeated, to retire 
within the walls of his capital, and defend it to the last. His mother and 
all his family were undoubtedly still in the place, and he had summoned 
all his forces from every quarter of his empire, to make one great effort 
to decide his fate.. The night of the 15th brought us intelligence (via 
Bombay) of the arrangement of our European disputes; and on the 
morning of the 14th news arrived of the fall of Darwar, which had long 


been besieged by the army of our Mahratta allies,- assisted by a detach. 
ment from Bombay. 


Camp, Caniambaddy, May 25, 1791. 


To give a detail of our progress here would neither interest nor 
amuse; a dull narrative of fatiguing marches, without one event to ren- 
der them interesting, or vary the scene; which exhibited nothing but a 
country, in some parts fine, as much as possible destroyed by fire to im- 
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pede our progress through it. On the 13th instant we arrived in sight : 
of Seringapatam, and encamped at Arakeery, a ruined fort, about six . 
miles from the island; our left, which extended to the river, was consi- 
derably nearer. A tract of low swampy ground extended along our 
front, bounded on the north by several hills, to which the right of our 
line was placed. Beyond the swamp, and immediately in our front, 
Tippoo’s line was drawn up, strongly posted in an opening between the 
hills and our right, and another range which covered his rear. Several 
batteries appeared to be thrown up to defend the approach, ‘and, as we 
afterwards discovered, a water-course formed by art considerably above 
the common level of the country, which ran along the edge of the low 
ground between our armies, had been converted into an intrenchment to 
defend his front. The 14th was employed in endeavours to make a bad 
ford across the Cavery practicable for guns, to enable us to form a junction 
with General Abercromby’s army; but the depth of the river at this 
place (Arakeéry), and the uneven bottom of its very rocky bed, rendered 
it unadviseable to attempt the passage. On the evening of this day, pri~ 
vate orders were issued to the officers commanding corps, to have their 
troops under arms at 11 o’clock at night, to be then in readiness to march 
without baggage or followers of any kind. The intention of this order 
was to move by night round the hills on our right, and attack the enemy 
in their camp at day-break. Our own tents, heavy guns, and stores 
remained as they were; and three Sepoy corps from the line, the in- 
fantry of the reserve, part of the cavalry, all the picquets of the army, 
and ordinary guards of camp, were left under Colonel Duff for their pro- 
tection. The night was unfavourable in the extreme; heavy rain falling 
without intermission till near day-light. This circumstance rendered the 
roads bad; darkness prevented the troops from seeing the tract of those 
who preceded them, and some misconception of orders added to the con- 
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fusion and delay. The cattle at the guns, weak from former want of 
forage, were exhausted by fatigue before they were out of camp, and 
although every exertion was made by the troops who assisted in dragging 
them on, day broke upon us just as the rear of our line had passed the 
picquets of our right. Lord Cornwallis, however, determined to persevere 
in his plan of attack, though his actions were no longer concealed by the 
darkness of the night. The army proceeded on its march, by the shortest 
route ; and at sun-rise, on moving round the end of the hills, the enemy’s 
line was seen from a rising ground exactly in the same position they had 
occupied the day before. Very low ground, intersected by a deep nulla, 
or ravine, ran along their front; but a height beyond the nulla seemed to 
present a favourable opportunity of attacking their left flank with advan- 
tage. The 1st European brigade, which led our column of march, moved 
on to possess it. At the same time a body of the enemy’s infantry, with 
guns, moved from their left, as we then imagined, to escape to Seringa-. 
patam, and their whole force appeared in motion. This body of troops, 
commanded by Kummer ul Deen, turning suddenly to the right, pushed 
for the height towards which our troops were advancing, and, from the 
superiority of their cattle, gained its summit first; but our leading corps 
prevented them from occupying another strong ridge, which, although 
lower than the first, was of material consequence. The body of the 
enemy, which possessed the height, immediately formed across the head of 
our column, threw a shower of rockets, and opened several guns, which 
enfiladed the column as it advanced within 500 yards. The rocks, which 
formed the lower ridge which our troops had possessed, sheltered them in 
some degree from the fire ; and under cover of them, one regiment formed 
a front to the height, while the other corps of the brigade formed a line to 
the left at right angles with the leading corps, and fronting the enemy’s 
main body, which was now drawn up on that side, in two lines, fronting 


[8] 

towards us, occupying the high ground round the foot of the hills; and so 
disposed, as to skirt the edge of the low ground between them and our 
army ; their artillery was posted on commanding spots in different parts of 
their line. The difficulty of passing the nulla occasioned some intervals 
in the column of march. The corps of the right wing, as fast as they 
came up, formed a line to their left, extending from the ground we first 
moved to occupy, as far as the nulla. 

At this period a small body of the enemy’s cavalry made a resolute 
charge on our unformed line; they were steadily received by the Bengal 
Sepoys, against whom their attack was pointed, and repulsed by a very 
heavy and well directed fire of musquetry and grape. Part ‘of the left 
wing, as it came up, formed on the right of the regiment which fronted the 
height under cover of the rocks, and the remaining corps were disposed 
in a second and third line, covering the rear of this, and that already 
formed to the left. The cavalry remained drawn up in the rear, without 
passing the nulla, and in readiness to oppose any of the enemy’s cavalry, 
who might attempt to molest our rear battalions in crossing it. Thus 
situated, for the alterations of disposition which took place from time to 
time were very trifling, the army remained for a considerable time, while 
the Commander in Chief was fixing on his plan of attack, unavoidably ex- 
posed to a very heavy, and well directed cannonade, from a numerous 
artillery, and which, from the advantageous position of the enemy, enfi- 
jaded both our lines, At length, the division on the right, commanded 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell, consisting of the 52d regiment, and three 
battalions of Coast Sepoys, sustained by the 71st regiment, was ordered to 
drive the enemy’s force from the height, which we had originally moved 
to seize. This corps advanced rapidly under a heavy fire of cannon, mus~ 
quetry and rockets. The enemy’s infantry stood firm till ours was very 
near them; but, at last, they broke, and run down the hill, which was a 
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very steep bank. Their guns had been drawn off as our troops advanced, 
but three of them were still at the foot of it; these were immediately 
taken by the Europeans, whose eagerness at that moment could not be re- 
strained, although a very considerable body of cavalry, which threatened 
the left of this division of our troops, rendered their situation extremely 
hazardous, as the plain below was favourable to the active operations of 
the horse. The men at the guns defended them desperately, and some 
individuals of the cavalry rushed through our troops, and were killed at 
the muzzles of the guns, in a desperate attempt to save them. The suc- 
cess of Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell’s attack was the signal for the left 
division, under General Medows, to advance on the main force of the 
enemy, a movement which could not with prudence be attempted till then, 
as the body ‘of their troops which we had first dislodged, would have 
flanked General Medows’ corps in its advance. As this corps proceeded 
to the eastward of the hills, Colonel Maxwell, leaving two battalions of 
Sepoys to maintain the height, kept up the connection of the lines, by 
moving with the remainder of his division to the left; driving the ene- 
my from a rock, to which part of their force had retreated, and being 
joined by the first battalion of Sepoys, and the 72d regiment *, pur- 
sued the enemy along the hills (on their western side) till that regi- 
ment, at one o’clock, took possession of a redoubt built on the sum- 
mit of the highest hill, immediately above the N. E. end of the island, 
and commanding the pagoda hill, on which was a considerable work com- 
pletely finished. This work, which contained five guns, and many Eu- 
ropeans, might also have been taken with ease, but the Commanderin Chief 
did not choose to risk the lives of men in attacking a place, which it was 
at any time in his power to seize, till he saw a necessity of possessing it, 
While the division on the right was thus employed, General Medows at- 


* These corps had been detached from the left division to oppose a body of cavalry which 
menaced their flank. 
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tacked the main body of the enemy, and obliged them to fall back. Their 
infantry stood uncommonly well, and even advanced a little on our line, to 
cover the retreat of their guns. Our small corps of cavalry, under 
Colonel Floyd, charged the flank of their first line, and broke it; but 
coming on the front of their second line, posted on very strong ground, 
they were received by a heavy fire of musquetry, which obliged them to 
retreat; some guns were taken in the charge, but necessarily abandoned 
in retiring. Some partial charges were made by part of our cavalry on 
that of the enemy, but none of consequence; and several officers, who 
were more forward in the charge than perhaps was prudent, were wounded*, 
The horses were disabled from want of food, and constant service, few of 
them being able to canter ; and, .considering their situation, and the bad- 
ness of the preceding night, it was matter of surprise to every one who saw 
them perform what they did. The infantry pressing forward, continued 
to drive the enemy before them, who rallied several times on advantageous 
ground, and defended their positions with much more obstinacy than was 
expected from them. On this account, the Commander in Chief re- 
strained the ardour of the troops, who were eager to push forward to take 
guns, not choosing where success was certain, by pursuing a regular plan 
to put any thing to the hazard by an opposite conduct. One gun only was 
taken on the left. The enemy retired in great confusion, followed by our 
. line, towards the island; the batteries from which opened their guns, to 
cover and assist their retreat. So complete was our victory, that even 
the Nizam’s troops, whose irregularity can only be equalled by their 
cowardice, pushed forward at last, and though cautious of advancing far 
enough to charge the enemy, while formed to oppose them, they made 
great havock amongst those already wounded by our troops, and picking 
up the standards, ayms, &c. which were scattered in great profusion over the 
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field; boasted much of the feats they had performed, and displayed these 


trophies as proofs of their valour and success, 

Our line remained formed till the dusk of the evening, when we en- 
camped on the ground the enemy had occupied the preceding night, to 
which our camp equipage was brought at alate hour from our former 
ground. The picquets from camp, under Captain Campbell of the 74th, 
advanced during the action to some rocks near the bank of the river, 
where they kept the enemy in check. 

Our loss amounted to about 110 Europeans, and 350 natives, killed 
and wounded. Four officers were killed, and 19 wounded, two of whom 
are since dead. The loss of the enemy is not exactly known, but it must 
have exceeded ours considerably. The day after the action, Lord Corn- 
wallis sent to offer the Sultan permission to carry off his wounded men, 
and bury the dead, which he accepted with thanks. On examining Tip- 
poo’s position, we found it to have been extremely strong towards our 
former encampments; several batteries had been.prepared, and the ap~ 
proach was so difficult, that the success of an attack from that quarter 
would have been very doubtful indeed. 

From the hills we had a fine view of Seringapatam. The island is sur- 
rounded by an intrenchment, and batteries, seemingly well constructed, 
are raised to defend the passage of the river. The fort is large and irre. 
gular. Several outworks, in the European stile are on the land-side, 
but those parts washed by the river appear to be in the old Indian 
manner of fortification, It is surrounded by a double wall, and con. 
tains many handsome buildings. The rest of the island is taken up 
with some neat gardens, and an extensive pettah (or suburb), in the open 
parts of which, and on the glacis of the fort, Tippoo encamped part of his 
army, the rest were on the south side of the river. The island was so full 
of men and caitle, that shot thrown into it at random, could not fail to do 
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serious mischief. Our battering train joined us on the 16th, and on the 
18th the army moved to the northwest of the island, and encamped at the 
foot of a remarkable rock called Yirdimally, on the Milgotah road. The 
consequences of our want of forage were now severely felt. Our bullocks, 
in a march of six miles, were quite exhausted, and the guns and stores re- 
quired all the exertions of the troops to bring them forward. After a 
day’s halt we again moved to this place, where there is a ford across the 
Cavery, about eight miles above the town. This march (the 2oth) was 
extremely fatiguing. The heavy guns were almost entirely dragged by 
the troops, and four battalions were employed on the same duty with 
the store department. The rains had set in decidedly, and provisions 
for the followers, and even for the fighting men, were become scarce, 
The advices from General Abercromby informed us, that owing to the 
rains it was impossible to bring up supplies of provisions from the Ma- 
labar Coast till after the monsoon, and the quantity he had with him was 
barely sufficient for the use of his own army. The 21st was employed in 
repairing the ford for the passage of guns; and on the morning of that 
day a large detachment, said to be commanded by Syed: Saib, passed in 
our view along the south side of the river, on their march towards Peria- 
patam, where the Bombay army was encamped. The season being so far 
advanced, and our supplies of provisions so deficient, the measure of be- 
ginning a siege of such importance as that of Seringapatam would have 
been absurd, and that of crossing the river to join General Abercromby 
equally so, as when effected it could answer no one useful purpose. Thus 
obliged by necessity to abandon the enterprize, and from want of catile 
unable to carry off the immense train of artillery and stores we had 
brought with us, without subjecting the army to exertions and fatigue, to 
which the intrinsic value of the guns and stores bore no proportion, the 
Commander in Chief therefore determined to destroy -them, which was 
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effected on the 22d by bursting the guns, rendering the powder useless, 
and burying the shot. Orders were at the same time sent to. General 
Abercromby to tmove down the pass with all expedition, and we re- 
mained here to-prevent the enemy from moving in great force to harass 
his march. 

On the 24th, two brigades crossed the river, to carry on the feint still 
further, with a view to induce Tippoo to-recal the detachment already sent 
against him. The river rising fast from the unremitting rains that fell for 
some days, the detachment recrossed, as their situation appeared extremely 
hazardous. Lord Cornwallis in a very handsome manner explained to 
the troops his reasons for destroying the train, and gave them hopes of 
renewing our prospects after the monsoon. 

We now know the situation and strength of the place, and the nature of 
the country which surrounds it, of which we were before entirely igno- 
rant; we know the utmost of the difficulties we have to encounter ; 
and when we again move forward, we shall be perfectly provided 
against them. Till then the Sultan has a short reprieve, and we can- 
not believe his troops will ever again meet ours in the field with that 
apparent steadiness they shewed on the 15th instant. They. had then 
every inducement to exertion: rewards had been distributed among 
them witha liberal hand; promises were made of still greater recompence 
in the event of victory; and their master had used every effort to per- 
suade them that nothing byt confidence was wanting to insure their suc- 
cess. No argument of religious prejudice had been neglected, and every 
endeavour had been made to rouze them, from personal and family attach- 
ment, to exert themselves in their sovereign’s cause. Their position was 
strong by nature, and strengthened by art; their numbers enormous, and 
in the event of ill success, their retreat was certain. After all, though 
they stood better than we have ever before seen them do, yet they did not 
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stand well; theirs was not an active exertion of valour, but a passive 
negligence of danger. It proved their want of real discipline :—and 
their hesitation as our troops approached them, evidently marked the con. 
tention in their minds between individual bravery, and the want of mutual 
confidence in cach other. Their ill success, and the loss they sus- 
tained, which of course fell heaviest on those who were the Jast to retreat, 


will prevent them hereafter from engaging in a contest, to which repeated 
experience has proved them utterly unequal. 


On the 26th of May, we moved from our encampment at Caniambaddy, 
our slow march bearing strong testimony to the reduced and weak state 
of our means and conveyance ; even the light field-pieces required the as- 
sistance of the battalions to which they were attached to move them for- 
ward, At the close of this march, a body of horse appeared on our bag- 
gage flank; and while some corps were forming to oppose them, some 
men, to our great surprise, rode into our line with information that this 
party belonged to the van of the Mahratta army, which was within three 
coss, on its way to join us. This was the first intelligence we had of 
their approach; and although forty letters had been dispatched from them 
before they quitted Darwar, to apprize the Commander in Chief of their 
intentions, yet so closely was our camp surrounded by Tippoo’s horse, 
that not one of the number had reached us. Two days after the re- 
ceipt of this intelligence, we moved towards Milgotah, on the road to 
which place the united armies of Hurry Punt and Perscram Bhow en- 
camped close to ours. They brought with them a large bazar, well 
supplied with provisions, and as the country in their rear was open, it 
was probable the supply might continue. Their force, besides three bat- 
talions of Bombay Sepoys, consisted of about 40,000 horse, a number of 
irregular infantry, 25 pieces of cannon of all sorts and sizes, but so un- 
wieldy and ill mounted, that we should have judged them unfit for service. 
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The cotntry they had passed from Darwar to this place, with the excep- 
tion of some few hill-forts, was perfectly in their possession, and these 
places, as well as Bedenore were surrounded by large detachments of 
their horse, which they had left to watch the motions of the garrisons, and 
prevent them from interrupting the supplies of grain, &c. coming to their 
camp. The chiefs lamented the destruction of our guns, as they said 
they could have supplied us with provisions, and were all eager for a vigo- 
rous prosecution of the war. Their horse, though in appearance inferior 
to the Nizam’s, had not that dread of Tippoo’s cavalry, and their num- 
bers gave them confidence. 

Their arrival changed the face of affairs entirely ; we were no longer. 
obliged, from want of provisions, to move immediately from our situation, 
and Tippoo being confined to Seringapatam and its vicinity, in his turn 
suffered by the scarcity he had created to distress us. The Mabrattas 
possessed the road by which he had trusted to receive supplies, and there 
was every probability that in a short time his cavalry, like ours, would be 
nearly extinct, dying for want of forage. Of the mighty empire which a 
few months before had bowed with implicit obedience to his will, the 
province of Bedenore alone remained unravaged by the -armies of one 
or other of the powers in league against the son of Hyder; and no part 
of the country could with propriety be called his, but the small portion 
inclosed within the walls of his forts, and protected by their guns. 
In every former war, the inhabitants who quitted their villages to avoid: 
plunder, had found in the hills a safe refuge for the short period of Mah. 
ratta incursion; or if their force remained longer than usual, retired to 
some other province which was out of the reach of molestation. Our mode 
of warfare, by kceping possession of the country, instead of destroying 
and hastily quitting it, deprived them of this resource; unable to exist in 


the mountains, and prevented by the universal inroads of a variety of hos- 
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tile powers from finding an asylum in any part of the Mysore dominions, 
they were reduced to fly from famine to the Carnatic, and there repay, 
with interest, the advantages which Hyder’s country had borrowed from 
ours, by driving off its inhabitants during the last war. 

It having been determined by Lord Cornwallis and the Mahratta chiefs, 
to move to a more plentiful country, till we should be prepared, and the sea~ 
son favourable, for renewing the attack upon the capital; we decamped 
on the 6th of June from the neighbourhood of Seringapatam, and pro-~ 
ceeding by short marches, making frequent halts, and taking possession 
of some small hill forts as we passed, arrived on the 11th of July at Ban~ 
galore. On our march we reconnoitered Severndroog, near which place 
we encamped for some days. We found it so strong by nature, that 
judging its importance to bear no proportion to the loss of time which 
must be employed to reduce it, we made no attempt to gain possession of 
it, Few of these fortified rocks are in themselves of much importance, 
and must all fall, of course, when the capital is taken. 

After throwing the sick of the army into Bangalore, and taking out such 
provisions as we wanted (a large supply of which having lately been sent 
there, by the .very active and meritorious exertions of Captain Alex~ 
ander Read), the remains of our cavalry were sent to the Carnatic to re~ 
cruit; and on the 14th of July the army moved towards Ossour, for 
the reduction of which place, four battering guns were taken from Ban. 
galore. A brigade being pushed forward, on the 15th the enemy eva- 
cuated the place, which, although they had blown up one of the angle 
bastions, was still judged sufficiently strong to be garrisoned by a battalion 
of Sepoys. 

This place, like almost every other fort we have met with in the coun- 
try, was rebuilding on a plan of such solidity, as, if completed, would 
have made it no easy capture. It is small, but surrounded by a fine wet 
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ditch, and glacis, with two ramparts, the outer one complete, the towers 
only of the inner (which was the old fort) were finished, large, and well 
constructed ; well situated, and on the whole is a most excellent post. 

Leaving our heavy cannon here, we moved towards Ryacotta; a place 
which all the prisoners of last war, and all the ancient information ob- 
tained regarding this country in the wars of Smith and Wood, agreed in 
describing as perfectly commanding the great Pass, from the Barramaul 
valley to the upper country of Mysore. The advanced brigade, under 
Major Gowdie, attacked the places and aficr carrying the lower and centre 
forts by assault, entered the higher ones by capitulation, ‘The situation 
‘was extremely strong, but so far from commanding the gun pass, it was six 
miles from the road, and a difficult foot-path only went through the hills 
and woods, dircctly from hence to Kistnaghery. The best, and I am 
inclined to think, the only good gun-road (the ascent being so easy it docs 
not merit the name of a pass) is that of Hoolydroog, Policode, or Santa~ 
marinhelly, which runs through a valley about six miles in width, and only 
impeded by jungle in some’ parts, which might casily be cut away, Not 
defended, but watched by a number ‘of small bill forts, which, though suf- 
ficient to prevent the inhabitants from quitting the country, or goods 
entering it without paying the duties exacted by government, are not at 
all calculated to stop the progress of an hostile army, unless its force is 
entirely of horse ; in which case, the nature of the country is very favour~ 
able to the-resistance of even a small body of infantry. 

These forts we soon got possession of, some were evacuated, othcrs 
surrendered, and onc which had the temerity to refuse to admit a party 
commanded by Colonel Maxwell, was carried by storm; so that Ryacotta, 
Kenchellydurg, Nulghery, Tyendroog, Hoolydroog, Chandrayndurg, and 
Rittingery, all castles, which though in themselves of no great moment, 
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would make a considerable figure in description, are either destroyed, or 
garrisoned by small parties of our troops. : A gum road has been actually 
made with great labour by our pioneers, from Ryacotta into the Barra- 
maul, for the convenience of our convoys, &c. We are employing 
ourselvés in movements, between Bangalore and the head of the passes, 
to procure forage, cover the communication with the Carnatic, and pass 
the time till the season admits a renewal of our enterprizes. Some parties 
have been sent to explore the hills, and search for passes to the southward; 
but have reached the Cavery without finding any opening of consequence. 
A small force of the enemy, with some guns, lately came down the 
southern passes, and crossing the Bowanny river, attacked Coimbettore: 
This place was garrisoned by a company of Topasses under Lieutenant 
Chalmers, with a detachment of Travancore Sepoys; but not being con 
sidered as tenable, he had directions to evacuate it when any force ap- 
peared against him; who, though without artillery, and ill provided with 
all ammunition, did not think it necessary to retreat. The enemy 
opened batteries against the fort, breached it, and stormed on the 11th 
of July; and notwithstanding the Travancorians were almost in a state of 
mutiny, and his ammunition was nearly expended, he received them so 
gallantly, that of 600 who formed the storming party, upwards of three 
hundred were killed in the fort and ditch, the rest fled; Major Cuppage 
having marched with great expedition from Palligatcherry to relieve the 
place, arrived just as the affair was over, drove the enemy from the 
pettah, and took their battering guns; a party had also destroyed their 
boats, and the river being swelled, we expect intelligence daily of their 
total destruction, as Major Cuppage was left in pursuit of them. Chal- 
mers has gained much deserved applause, and high commendations are 
bestowed on the gallant conduct of an European, who, as captain, had 
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the command of the Travancore detachment. Another detachment un- 
der Kummur ul Deen Cawn, defeated about 300 of the Mahrattas, who 
were carelessly encamped in the Sera district; but excepting these, Tip- 
poo has made no exertions; his army daily decreasing in numbers, and 
in the greatest distress for provisions; is still at Seringapatam, where he 
is raising lines, and other works innumerable for its defence ; all which 
we hear with pleasure, as it may persuade him to stand another attack, to 
‘the event of which we look forward with joyful expectation. 


Camp near Bangalore, August 26tb, 1791. 
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4t a Guanerat Court of the United Company 
of Merchants of England Trading to the Eaft- _ 
Indies, be/d at their Houfe in Leadenhall Street, 
on Thurfday the 15th March, 1792, at Twelve 
o’ Clock at Noon, 


PRESEN T, 
Joun Smitu Burezs, Efq; Chairman, 


Francis Barine, Efq; Deputy, 


With moft of the Directors, and a numerous 
Appearance of the GENERALITY. 


The Minutes of the laft General Court of the 14th 
December were read. 


Tut Chairman acquainted the Court, that it is 
fummoned at the defire of Nine Proprietors, “to take 
“into confideration an application to His Majefty’s 
“ Minifters, or to Parliament, for lowering the duties 


“on Eaft-India Sugar.” 
4 


The 


( W ) 


The Letter ftom ‘the Nine’ Proprietors was read, as 


ee 


follows: — 


ae GENTLEMEN, 


“WE whofe riames are underfi igned, being’ Pro- 
prietors of Eaft-India Stock, duly qualified, requeft 
you will be pleafed to calla-General Court of the 
Eaft-India Company, to take into confideration an 


_ application to His Majetty’s Minifters, or to Par- 


liament, for lowering the duties on Eaft-India 
Sugar; a meafure highly expedient at this time, 
when the prices of Sugar are fo high as to 
mateiially injure the confumption both of that ar- 
ticle, and alfo of Tea, from which the Public, as 
well as the Company derive fach effential benefits. 


_“ We have the honor to remain, | 


“Your obedient fervants, 


*“* RanvDLE Jackson, 
“* Benjy”. Hamer, 
‘* Jn’. Coorz, 


-*-T'o the Honorable the *< Tuo’. Everzrt, 
Court of Direétors, &c. &c. .  “* Jn*. Lusgocx, 
** London, March 9, 1792. ‘< J..N. Coussmaxer, 


“¢ Jn’. Free, 
“< Wm. Browne, 
*© Contin Macxenzir.” 


(yy) 


One of the Gentlemen who figned the faid 
Letter acquainted the Court with the bufinefs for: 
which it was called ;. and the following Motions were: 
made and feconded, viz. 


“ THAT it appears to this Court, that the pre- 
fent enormous price of Sugar is owing to the annual’ 
importation of that article being very unequal to the 
encreafed. confumption in Great-Britain, and the 
demand for exportation. 

“That the i:aft-India Company, having been called 
upon by the Publick to affift them, have taken the 
fabje& into their moft ferious confideration, and are 
of opinion, that they can fpeedily and permanently: 
fupply a confiderable quantity of Sugar for the relief 

’ of Great-Britain, provided they are placed on the 
fame footing, with zefpeé&t to duties and drawbacks, 
as the Weft-India Planters. 

“ That the prefent high duty of £ 37. 165. 3d. per 
cent. on Eaft-India Sugars, while. the Welt-India . 
pays only 155. per cwt. was purely accidental, and 
not fixed with any prohibitory view. Sugar not 
having ranked among the Company’s imports at the 
time of eftablithing the prefent Tarif, it was not 
even named, and can only now be received, under 
the head of Manufa@tured Goods non-enumerated, at * 
£37 165. 3d. per cent. ad valorem. ; 

“That the importation of Eaft-India Sugar is not 
only effential to the relief of the Britifh confumer, 

B but. 
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but of the utmoft moment to the Publick at large: 
who, befides profiting by the increafe of Revenue, 
which mutt arife from an increafed importation, are 
entitled by law to three-fourths of all the profit 
which may be made by the Eaft-India Company 
above eight per cent. upon their Capital. 

_ “That, if the importation of Eaft-India Sugar is not 
allowed (the prefent duty operating as a prohibition), 
the Sugar Trade, and the Carrying Trade attached to 
it, muft inevitably be driven into the hands of Foreign- 
ers ; who have already fent, and are ftill fending, fhips 
from various Ports of Europe and America to India to 
purchafe that article. 

“ That therefore it is abfolutely effential to the re- 
lief of the Britifh Confumer, the profperity of the 
public Revenue, and the prefervation of the Sugar 
Trade, with its attendant Carrying ‘Trade, to Great- 
Britain, that Sugar (being the produce of the Britifh 
Territories ‘in the Eaft-Indies) be received into this 
Country upon equal terms with Sugar produced by 
other Britifh Plantations. 

“That the Court of Direétors ‘be requefted to lay 
thefe Refolutions before the Lords Commiffioners of 
His Majefty’s Treafury, accompanying the fame with 
their own earneftreprefentations in the name of this 
Court: That they be further requefted to take fuch 
other fteps as to them fhall appear neceffary, to ob- 
tain an equalization of duty, and to lay their Pro- 
ceedings before a General Court.” 

: : The 
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The Report from the Committee of Warehoufes, 
dated the 29th February laft, was called for, and 
Extracts of the fame were read. 


Then the Queftion on the {aid Motions being put, 
they were carried in the affirmative. 


On feveral motions it was 


“RESOLVED, 


“ That the Report of the Committee of Warchoufes 
relative to the Culture and Produce of Sugar in the 
Eaft-Indies, be printed for the ufe of the Proprietors. 


“RESOLVED, 


-“ That the thanks of this Court be given to the 
Court of Direétors, for the fteps they have taken rela- 
tive to the importation of Sugars from the Eaft-Indies,”’ 


Nofarther bufinefs occurring, the Court then, on the 
Queftion, adjourned, 








R E P O R co 


Tat the only true and effe€tual way in which 
Great-Britain can be benefited by the territorial acquifi- 
tions in India, is through the medium of an extenfive 
and -well regulated Commerce, your Committee flatter 
themfelves will be readily admitted. Adtuated by this 
principle, your Committee, fince the Court were pleafed 
to entruft to their care the more immediate fuperintend- 
ance of the Company’s commercial concerns, have not 
merely confined their attention to the improvement and 
extenfion of thofe articles, of which the Company’s 
inveftments ufually confifted, but they have alfo turned 
their thoughts to the intreduétion of fuch new commo~ 
dities, as, under a fuitable degree of encouragement, , 
might afford a reafonable profpe&t of becoming advanta- 
geous objects of purfuit. 


In this refpect, the article of Sugar (among others) 
fome time fince prefented itfelf to notice, and as your 
A Com- 
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Committee conceived with the faireft claims for confidera- 
tion. It is a natural produétion of the Bengal and fur- 
rounding provinces, where it is cultivated to a very great 
{tate of perfection, and in point of produce, is capable 
of being carried to any extent for which a demand can be 
found. The confumption alfo in this country, and on 
the continent, is, at prefent, immenfe*, and your Com- 
mittee are of opinion it is capable of being carried. ftill 


much further, were the article fupplied at a lefs burthen- 
fome rate of coft. 


Upon infpecting into the prices at the London market 
for a feries of years preceding, they were found onan ave- 
rage to have been as follow, viz. 








s d 
1774 ——- 36 4)The hundred weight. 
1775 ——— 34 9 
EU70" (Ser 133.8 
1777 —— = 3F 3 
EPS oe St 3 
1779 5} Lefs forexportation. 
170) 56 41 by the whole of 
sae +6 IT ‘the duty paid on 
1783 51 a importation. 
1784 —— 43 1 
1785 ——— 4r 2 
1786 ——- 42 3 
1787 —— 50 0 
1788 ——- 47 6} 


* In Great-Britain alone, it is com 


tL, 
puted to be but little thort of two 
hundrea millions of pounds weight. : 


Ve 
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In order to. enable the Company to meet thefe prices. 
with any degree of fuccefs, two very powerful obftactes 
prefented themfelves, namely, the high rates of duty and 
freight; but as your Committee were-net without hopes of 
the Court being able eventually to procure a reduétion on 
both thefe points, your Committee determined upon am 
effay, by way of experiment ; and accordingly in the month 
of April, 1789, they fubmitted to the Court fome heads 
of inftrudtions to be fent to the Government of Bengal, 
directing, among other articles, that a quantity of Sugar 
fhould be fent home upon trial. 


The Court were pleafed to approve of thefe. inftruc-- 
tions*, and they were tranfmitted accordingly. 


It was the intention of your Committee to have waited: 
the iffue of this firft concern before they proceeded further- 
in the bufinefs; but in the month of February, 1791, 
Lieutenant John Paterfon. of the: Bengal Eftablithment, 

_ having in a Memorial addreffed to the Court, ftated that 
Sugar could be cultivated at Bengal with many fuperior 
advantages, and ata much lefs expence than in the Weft-. 
Indies; and alfo fubmitted fome ideas on the eligibility of 
the Company engaging in this branch of Commerce; and: 
the Court having referred the faid Memorial to your Com- 
mittee to examine and report their opinion thereon; 
your Committee loft no-time in giving the fubje& every 


* Vide Par. 57 General Letter to Bengal in Commercial Departments, 
8th April, 1789, Appendix, No. 1 


4 degree: 


a 
-degree of confideration it appeared to merit. T’ hey accord- 
ingly had feveral interviews with Lieutenant Paterfon, 
from whom they obtained much fatisfaGtory information 
on the feveral particulars ftated in his Memorial; your 
Committee, however, at the fame time wifhing to pro- 
ceed with the greateft caution and circumf{peétion, judged 
it right to confuit with fome of the moft experienced of 
the Company’s Servants lately returned from Bengal*, on 
whofe integrity your’Committce placed great reliance; 
and who, from their local knowledge, were enabled to 
affift your Committee in forming a right judgment on 
many points which came before them; and upon the 
whole, your Committee, as the refult of a mature invef- 
tigation, were of opinion, That although there was 
every reafon to think that Sugar might be rendered an 
advantageous article of traffic, yet they did not think it 
eXpedient that the Company themfelves fhould engage as 
the immediate planters and manufaéturers. On this be- 
ing made known to Lieutenant Paterfon, he offered to 
undertake a plantation on his own account, provided 
_ the Company would engage to purchafe its produce on 
"certain fpecific terms. As this propofal fo completely 
accorded with the main objeé&t your Committee had in 
view, and as the complexion of affairs at the time (Sugar 
being then greatly on the rife, owing to an expected de+ 
ficiency of crops from the Weft Indies), feemed to point 
out the propriety of taking fome. decifive meafures with- 


* Vide Minute Committee Warchoufes, 16th February, 1791, con~ 
taining the fentiments of Charles Grant and Richard Johnfon, Efqrs. on 
the propriety of the Company undertaking Sugar plantations. 

out 


bes de 
out further delay, your Committee did not hefitate to 
fubmit to the Court, as their opinion, that Lieutenant 
- Paterfon’s offer fhould be acceded to. The Court con- 
curring in this opinion, the heads of an agreement were , 
framed*, and fuitable inftru€tions were accordingly tranf- 
mitted to Bengal for carrying the fame into effect. , 


Your Committed, fearing-their Report will otherwife: 
be fufficiently large, forbear to ftaté itraletail the various 
diftin® articles comprized in the agreement here-{poken 
of, conceiving they muft be fully in the recolleétion of 
the Court. They will therefore content themfelves with 
here ftating only the concluding paragraph. of thofe in- 
ftruétions, referring for further information, fheuldéaniy-. 
be wifhed, to the ninety-fecond paragraph of the General 
Letter to Bengal, of the 6th May laft, where all the 
Particulars will be found conneéted in one point of © 
view. 


Extract of the Court’s Letter to Bengal, dated 6th May 
1791, Paragraph 92. 


*« Having thus ftated at large the terms and condi-:: 
** tions upon which we have embarked in this concern; - 
‘* and provided, as far as we are able to forefee, again{t ' 
“* any contingency that may poffibly.arifé in carrying it 
** into effeét,- it remains only for us to add. that as ims. 


* Vide Proceedings of the Committee of Wareltonfes, 8th April, and 
Joint Committe of Corgefpondence and Warehoufes, 12th April, 1791. 


B. ** provements 
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*. pravements. in: cultivation and extenfion. of Commierne:: 
“alg at all times defirable abje@s of purfuit; and:as it: 
ig fafficiently obvious . thatthe meft: decided advane - 
“. tages muft accrue to Bengal, in adding to! the ditt: of 

‘ herexport commeodities:an-article of {0 gomeral*acom- — 
** fumption ‘as.the one in queftion, we cannot entértain . 

a doubt but every exertion and attention on your part : 

“* will be manifefted: to enfure,. as far'as 118% bes a. fue.” ao 
“* cefsful iffue to our views on.this See Jee 


66 


Much about the time your Committee were -negocia® - 
ting. this’ agreement with Lieutenant Paterfon, the. 
Houghton arrived from Bengal, on which fhip the-Ben- 
gal Gevernment, in confequence of the. orders of the ~ 
8th April, 1789, already quoted, had’ configned: about - 
five tons of Sugar. Upon its being received in the ware- - 
houfe, it was, as fpeedily as ‘poffible, brought to fale*,’. 
and produced from 88s. 6d. ‘to 105s. per cwt. or on the - 
average.g2s. per cwt. 


As your Committee were, however, uncertain whether 
this extraordinary price arofe from, the.peculiar ftate of . 
the markets at that period, .or:from-any“real or. fuppofed . 
perfe&tion of. quality it might poffefs fuperior to the 
Weft India Sugars, your .Committee caufed Samples of it 
to. be fent to Meffrs. Bracebridge and Travers, two emi- . 
‘nent: Refisers, for the purpofe of. receiving their opinions . 
of its ae In a private-letter from Mr.. Travers,.. 


* Sold 2d March, 1794. ; 
addreffed { 


Cay 
addreffed t6 FraneisBaring,.Eiq. dated 9th April :s 991, Mr. 


Travers remarked, ‘‘’‘That it proved extremely different in 

“its nature from-any. Sugas that had. ever paffed his 

£* pansy that it had no difpofition to granulate like. Weft - 
“ India. Sugar, though tempered ;with ftrong lime waa. 
$6 ter s.and now that it has undergane the operation of» 
<* claying, it js become very foft, and of the nature of 

ag $apcwhpn:it. thas-latn adong time in water.” > 


This information, being received juft*after the period:: 
of the Company having clofed an agreement with Lieu- 
tenant Paterfon for the purchafe ef all the Sugars he 
‘fhould furnifh during a period of twelve years, would 
have operated verysmuch to narrow-the profpe@s.of yeur. 
Committee, had not another paragraph in the fame let. - 

_ter ftated it as Mr. Travers’s opinion, ‘* That it was an. 
“¢ article .deferving the ferious attention of the DireGors, . 
‘« and that, under the fuperintendance of an able mana~ . 
“« ger, it might amply reward thofe who fhould ey 
** fet about its cultivation.” ” 


On the gth May, 1791, Mefirs.. ‘Travers and Brace- 


bridge, having feverally completed their refinement, de=- 
‘Tivered.in their reports, in fubftance as follows:.,, pees 


REPORT: 


[8] 
REPORT OF MR. TRAVERS. 
eae ae th 








“86 The ny of -1 © 14 produced 
Cwt. a to 5. Los a. 
oF Net Sugar, -at 80 1 4 3 
o 1 Syrup, at 50 1 216 
o 10 Heading, at 60 ; org 0 
o 116 ~~.» Scum, at 1a. “0 3 aD 
. = 340 
“* Charges for working o 4% 
£39 0 





«The fugar is of too foft.a nature for the pan, but no 
“doubt, if differently treated abroad, .it may be found.to 
“¢ anf{wer.” 


MR. BRACEBRIDGE’S REPORT. 


; Cwt. qr lb 
“« The.grofs weight of the parcel ‘+ 12 
*¢ Tare of the box, a cloth bag and 3 % referved for 
«« Samples - - - o 1 26 





Refined ro 8 


‘*¢ Which produced, 





; _ grs tb 
“+ Four {mall loaves - - - oO 1 %4 
“Syrup> =e. - - o 2 3 
“ Scrapings - - - ©0323 
*¢ Scum and wafte . ~ - o a17 

1 0 8 


** From 


“La ] 


*¢ From Sugar of a good ftrength and quality there-fhoul 
“be, on the average, one half of refined in the firft pro- 
** duce; in the above there is 18 Ib. lefs. But a great al- 
*¢ lowance muft be made for the wafte in boiling fo fmall a 
‘* quantity in large veffels. Out of the.four loaves} one 
“only. is perfect; this is owing partly to the weaknefs of ; 
*« the Sugar, and partly to the curiofity of the workmen, in 
*¢ looking at them before they fhould have been taken out 
* of the molds.” Meff. Bracebridge and Co. further added» 
“ That the expenfive works of their Trade had, for many 
‘* years, {tood {till four months out of the twelve for want 
*¢ of Sugars to refine; and there could be little doubt 
*¢ therefore that the Bengal Sugar would be always accept~' 
*« able in the London market, even in its prefent fate; 
‘* but that they were much inclined to think -its quality 
“«« might be greatly improved by better management in the 
** country, and that it would certainly be found+to deferve’ 
** the Company’s attention, and encouragement.” 


Your Committee alfo received the following Report’ 
from another perfon of eminence in the Trade. 


‘ The appearance of the Eait-India Sugar fold’at your 

“« faft Sale gave me little hopes of its anfwering the’pur- 
«« pofes of refining, on account of its being clammy, yel»' 
“low and foft, with fmall grain; yet from the large cryf-' 
‘tals of the Candy from the Eaft (much larger and’ 
‘* ftronger than Britifh Weft-India Sugar will produce) 
‘* I was-induced to think that its natural qualities were 
Cc concealed ° 
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« concealed by improper’ treatinent of the Cane juice, 
««and that by a new folution it might in a great degree 
© be reftored. © 


“T have not beem much. difappointed in my. expeétae 
‘* tions, for, in the proces of gefining, its natural qualities 
‘© are good; and, I conceive, had it beeri-properly, tem- 
“* pered or limed in the firft boiling, it would have car« 
‘+ ried off all its impurities; would have giver it a larger 
‘¢ grain, which is the genuine effential falt of the Cane ; 
*‘ the particles of Sugar would have difengaged themfelves 
‘*from the, clammy fubftance (its only defeét), and 
‘* thereby would have been equal in ftrength to the maft 
** favoured of qur Weft-India Sugars.” | 


From thefe Reports, and from the confidence your 
Conumittee entertained of Lieutenant Paterfon’s know« 
ledge and ability to treat the article-after the moft ap- 
proved methods made ufe of in the Weft-Indies, your 
Committee were: relieved from all anxiety touching: its 
quality ; but, on the other hand, they. experianced a moft 
fevere difappointment in regard to the duty. Your 
Committee flattered themfelves, that, confidering the re- 
‘lation in which Bengal.now ftands.to this country, no 
difficulty, would. have. interyened , to prevent. the article 
from being charged at the fame rated. duty, as is 
fixed for Sugar the produce.of the Britith Plantations;.and 
in fome, converfations between the Company’s Officers 
and the Officers of the Crown, this. point feemed tg be 
confidered fo much determined, that at the fale of the 


4 parcel, 
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parcel by the Houghton;sthe buyers were publicly:in- . 
formed, it was fold. fubje@-to the fame duty ‘and draw# 
back as if imported from the Britifh Plantations. Veryt 
contrary however to the expectations that had thus been. 
fotmed, when-the proper. time arrived: for adjufting: the 
Euftoms by that Shipsothe-Revenue Officers, on: account 
of Sugar.not being particularly fpecified in the Schedule of 
Eaft-India Commodities, charged .it as a Manufactured: 
Article, with the ad valorem duty of £37:16. 3. per cent. : 
on the grofs fale price. As- this was-a circumftance that 
could not but very materially. affe& the Company’s future: 
views in regard to this article,.an application was made 
to the Right Hon. Lords Commiffioners of his Majefty’s 
Treafury, fetting forth all the circumftances of the cafe, 
and concluding. with a requeft; that their Lordthipss 
would be pleafed-to afford the: Company relief, by -admit-’ 
ting. their Sugars .to be imported /ubjec# to the fame. duty. 
and drawback as if imported from.the Wef- Indies, 


It is with much concern your Committee.are: compelled - 
to add, that this application did not produce: the defired , 
effect; but as the Court have very recently made a: fecond . 
application to the fame purport, which now. lies before, 
their Lordfhips for confideration, your Committee are {till , 
willing to hope the Company may receive from their, 
Lordthips that indulgence, to which, with all due defer- . 
ence to their Lerdthips’ judgment, they humbly prefume. 
themfelves fo well entitled. . 


Ak: 
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At the period when the above-recited tranfations 
‘were taking place, the Sugar-trade of Europe was begin- 
ning to.be deranged, but fince then a moft extraordinary 
and ‘unlooked-for Convulfion has taken place. Fhe 
‘moft produétive. of:all the: Weft-India Iflands, St. Do- 
mingo, ‘has been ravaged by civil commotions, and many 
of its choiceft plantations are totally deftroyed. From 
the lateft accounts received it appears, that the devafta~ 
tions, which for atime feemed to have fubfided, have 
again been carried on with ungovernable fury; fo that 
but_little of its produétions are to be at prefent expected, 
or perhaps for fome period to come. 


This calamity has not affected France alone, its ine 
fluence has been alfo felt in this country. The fe- 
veral Continental markets that were furnifhed by 
France, and even France herfelf, now. look to Great- 
Britain for a fupply. This has created a vaft foreign 
trade; from which circumftance the price of Sugar is 
now at fuch an exorbitant rate of coft, as to be moft fe- 
verely felt by the lower and middle orders of the community; 
and your Committee feel it their duty to remark, that, 
fhould the-evil much longer continue, they are not with- 
‘out their fears that it may very ferioufly endanger the 
cconfumption of Tea, as it is.a fact well known, that many 
perfons ab{tain altogether from the ufe‘of Sugar, rather 
than fubmit to the enormous price: to which it is now 
advanced, 


Your 


Your Committee are informed, that Raw Sugar from 
the Weft Indies, of the loweft defcription of quality, is 
now felling in the market at Eighty-one fhillings the hun 
dred weight, which is equal to Nine-pence the ‘pound at 
the firft hand, and that the article ftill looks upward. 
By comparing this price with the average of the years 
before quoted, it will be feen in how great a degree the 
Public are fufferers, and how indifpenfably neceffary it is’ 
that every meafure fhould be reforted to, from which 
any relief can be expected. In ftating this faét, how- 
ever, your Committee muft take the liberty of obferving, 
it is very far from their intention to infer, that any un« 
due advantage has been taken of the public neceffity. 
Your Committee confider the benefits, however great, 
that have enfued to the Weft-India Merchants, Planters, 
&c. to have been fairly and honourably derived from a 
variety of concurring circumftances, as little to be looked 
for as on their parts to be prevented ; and that in avail- 
ing themfelves of the opportunity of difpofing of their 
commodity at the beft market that was open to them, 
they have been governed only by the fair principles of 
mercantile adventure. 


Your Committee from thefe confiderations, as well as 
from the Company having been publicly called upon * to 
lend their affiftance towards effeCting a reduétion of the 
price of Sugar, by encouraging importations of it from 


* Vide Letter from Jackfon Barwis, Efq; Chairman of a General 
Meeting affembled for the purpofe of taking into confideration the means 
of reducing the prefent high prices of Sugar, dated 28th December, 1791+ 
Pyppenditen dena : 

D the 
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the Eaft-Indies, think the prefent a moft favourable 
opportunity for making a vigorous effort to fecure to the 
Bengal Provinces'a participation in this important article 
of Trade, _ 


With a view of better enabling them to determine upon 
the meafures it may be neceflary to purfue in order to 
accomplith this important end, your Committee judge it 
may not be amifs to take a Brief Review of the Rife, Pro- 
grefs, and Prefent State of the Trade in this Article in 
Europe, to which they will add fuch information as they 
have been enabled to colleét refpecting its Former and 
Prefent State in Bengal. : 


A Brief 


eae A 


A Brief Account of the Rife, Progrefs, and pre- 
fent State of the Sugar Trade in Europe. * 


SUGAR was produced in Europe; and formed an 
article of its traffick, long before the difcovery of Ame- 
rica took place. Its origin is held to have been from 
China, where it ftill greatly abounds, and from whence 
it paffed through the Eaft-Indies and Arabia into Europe. 
It was firft planted in Sicily about the beginning of the 
twelfth century, to which place it was brought from 
Cyprus. Sri 


From Sicily it was carried to Madeira, about the year 
1420, as alfo to the Canary Ifles, from which latter 
placesthe Portuguefe tranfplanted it to Brazil. ‘There 
are, however, thofe who think that the Portuguefe, 
who, before-they planted in Brazil, were in poffeffion of 
the Coaft of Angola in Africa, where thé Sugar-cane 
grew fpontaneoufly, took it from thence to Brazil. 


At Brazil the Portuguefe cultivated largely, and for a 
long period fupplied the whole of Europe. 


From Brazil it was tranfplanted to Hifpaniola in 1506, 
as alfo to the Spanifh dominionsin Mexico, Chili, and Peru; 


* The hiftorical fats ftated in this detail have been chiefly collected 
from Anderfon, Poftlethwayte, &c. and the feveral accounts have been 
obligingly furnithed, with permiffion, by Thomas Irving, Efg; In- 
Spector General of the Cuftoms. 

In 
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_ In 1641 the Cane was firft planted in the Englith Co- 
lony of Barbadoes, from whence it had been, bropght 
from Fernambuque, in: Brazil ; “but the art of aiantfac-" 
turing. Sugar was not fufficiently underftood till two or 
" three years after, when fome of the planters were fo in- 
duftrious as to make a voyage to Brazil, from whence 
they brought better inftruGtions ‘and more plants ; after 
which the. culture was.attended with fo much fuccefs, 
that it was taken up in the other Britith Weft-India 
iflands ; and, aaa ty the, ia Dutch, and Danith 
Colonies. 


Before Sugar was brought to Europe from the Brazils, 
it being both fcarce and dear, the confumption’ was 
chiefly confined to Syrups, Conferves, and medicinal com- 
pofitions. The ingredient ufed for the more domettic 
purpofes of fweetening was Honey. The Portuguefe 
brought it into more general demand, yet ftill the con; 
{umption was but limited ; but fince the ufe of Tea, Coffee, 
Chocolate, Sweets, Confeétionary, &c. has fo univerfally 
obtained, Sugar is become, in a manner, a neceflary of 
life, and forms at prefent one of the moft diftinguifhed 
articles of European Commerce. 


The fuccefs that attended the labours of the firft Bri- 
tith Planters ‘was fuch as amply rewarded them for their 
perfeverance and induftry. By being enabled to under- 
fell the Portuguefe, they foon laid the foundation of a 
flourifhing trade, which at firft was open to all nations ; 
but, upon the reftoration of Charles II. the Legiflature 


obferving the detriment that accrued to this country 
from 


ame 

from fuch open trade, it was, by the feveral A€is of Na- 
vigation, reftricted to Britith fubjeéts. In confequence 
ef thefe reftrictions, the ports of London and Briftol 
foon after became the grand magazines of Sugar for the 
fupply of all the north and middle parts of Europe, re- 
ducing the Portuguefe Sugars of Brazil in time fo low as 
from 81. to 21. 10s. the hundred weight. And this Ex- 
port trace the Englith enjoyed, to the great benefit both 
of the nation and its colonies, until the French, in their 
turn, fo greatly improved their Sugar Iflands, as to be 
able to underfell us in moft parts of Europe. 


It has been thought that before the French became our 
Rivals in the foreign markets, the value of the commodi- 
ties imported into England from our Weft-India Iflands 
(the chief of which at that time was Sugar) had arifen to. 
£.1,500,000, of which near one-third part was exported ; 
and from the following accounts, the authenticity of 
which may be relied on, the conjecture receives cone. 
firmation. 


An Account of the Value of the Weft-India Imports im- 
ported in the following Years, viz. 





Years. Value. } Years. Value. | Years. Value. 
1698 — £.629,533| i709 — £. 645,68911720 —£.1,117,576 
1699 — — §86,255)1710 — —780,50541721 — 852,529 
1700 = = 824,246) 1711 — 556,193] 1722 — 1,015,017 
1701 —~ 738,601/1712 —  648,199]1723 — 1,087,254 
1702 — = -476,168}1713 — = 762,248] 1724 — 1,160,568 
1703 626,488/1714 —  843,390]1725 — 1,359,185, 
1704 = = 489,906] 2715 —  999,412}1726 — 1,222,511 
1705 —= = 706,574.)1716 — 1,104,188/1727 — 1,039,513 
1706 — = $37,744} 1717 — 1,204,057/1728 — 1,498,023 
1707 —- 604,889; 17138 — 896,031] 1729 — 1,515,421. 
1708 — — 592,750} 1719 — 875,358 


E Tt: 
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Tt was about this period that the French, jealous of the 
growing profperity of this country, firft began to plan and 
carry into execution thofe meafures which were in the 
end the means of aggrandizing their own Colonies, and, as 
has been already noticed, of depriving us of the Foreign 
Markets. In the undermentioned years the imports into 
England were as follows: 


Years. Value, | Years. Nalne een Value. 
1730 —£.1,571,603| 1736 —£.1,423,039 11742 —£.1,309,886 
1731 — 1,310,580/1737 —- 94642311743 — 1,404,610 
1732 — 1315545811738 — 1,475,910|1744 — 1,156,952 
1733 —— 1,618,013)1739 — 1,566,838 |1745 — 1,024,097 
1734 — 1,141,068|1740 — 1,185,107|1746 — 1,148,124 
1735 — 1,460,609]1741 — 1,402,986[1747 — 941,116 


‘ In this fhort fpace of time the French had made fuch 
almoft incredible improvements, that the ifland of St. Do- 
mingo, which in 1726 was eftimated to contain only 200 
Sugar Plantations, making one with another 2,000 cwt. of 
Sugar each, or 400,000 cwt. which is equal to about 33,000 
hogfheads of 12 cwt. each, was in 1742 ftated to produce 
848,0co cwt. or 70,666 hogfheads of 12 cwt. each. The 
iflands of Martinico, Guardaloupe, and the other leffer 
ifles, were alfo ftated at 622,500 cwt. making in the whole 
31,470,500 or about 122,500 hogtheads of 12 cwt. each, of 
which it was fuppofed 80,000 hogfheads, or about 
960,000 cwt. were exported to Holland, Spain, Hamburgh 
and other Foreign Markets. 


The 


[ 19 ] 


The Britith iflands were in the fame year ftated to have 





imported into Great-Britain 60,950 hogtheads . 
Shipped to the northern colonies, and 
foreign markets, - ~ = 5,000 
cwt. 
65,950, 0F 791,400 


Of which 60950 hogfheads imported into Great-Britain 
were exported from thence to Ireland and all foreign 


markets - - 5,236 hogfheads 
Leaving for confumption in Great- 

Britain - - - 555714 
Or about 668,568 cwt. cwt. 


Total produced by the French 1470, 500 
Englith 79 1,400 





Excefs by the French 679,100 cwt. 


It was neverthelefs allowed, that the Britifh Weft- 
India Iflands, in time of profound peace (England being 
in 1742 at war with Spain) might produce 75,000 hogf- 
heads, of which 70,020 might be confumed in England, 
which, at £15. each, amounts to £1,050,000 fo that it 
appears the French had increafed their produce from 
about 30,000 to 120,000 hogfheads, or in a fourfold 
proportion ; while England had only increafed from about 
45 to 75,000 hogfheads. 


This declenfion, however, of the amount of the im- 
ports from our Britith Weft-Indies, foon affumed another 
appearance; and from the following accounts it will 
be fens that notwithftanding the lofs of the Foreign 

Markets, 
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Markets, the Iflands have been in a fate, of progreflive: 
improvement. It muft however be’ remarked; that there 
is the ftrongeft reafon to believe the French Iflands 
have been equally fuccefsful, and that this has not pro- 
ceeded from either nation having made inroads upon the 
Commerce of the other, but from the increafed demand: 
for Weft-India. commoditics, as well in Great-Britain, 
as in every part of Europe. ae 


In the underméntioned periods the imports appear to. 
have been as follows, viz. 


Years. Value. Years. Value. | Year. Value. 
1748 —£.1,615,122) (763 —£.2,254,231 |1778 —£.3,059,922 
1749 — 1,478,075|1754 — 253915552 |1779 — 2,836,489 
1750 — 1,514,45211765 —- 2,196,549 |1780 — 2,612,236 
1751 — 154445775|1766 — 2,704,114 |1781 — 2,023,546 
1752 — 1,428,824]1767 -—. 2,690,673.) 1782 — 2,612,910 
1753 — 1,838,137/1768 — 2,942,717 11783 — 2,820,387 
1754 —— 1,462,601/1769 — 2,686,714 |1784 — 3,551,705. 
1755 — 1,867,256]1770 — 2,110,026 |1785 — 4,409,956 
1756 —~ 1,687,177/1771 — 2,979,378*|1786 — 3,484,025 
1757 —— 1,9063147}1772 — 3,530,082 11787 — 3,758,087 
1758 — 1,858,425/1773 — 2,902,407 |1788 — 4,307,866 
1759 — 1,833,64611774 — 3,574,702 [1789 — 3,917,301 
1760 — 1,861,668/1775 — 3,688,795 |1790 — 3,854,204, 
1761 — 1,953,622/1776 — 3,340,949 

1762 — 1,762,40611777 — 2,840,802 





But as thefe fums include the whole of the Weft-. 
India produéts, and as valueis but an uncertain method of 
determining in refpeét to the quantity of a commodity, 
the price of which is fubjeét to fluétuation, your Com- 
mittee, for the purpofe of confining themfelves more 
immediately to the object before them, have procured, 


* The accounts preceding refer to England only; thofe for the year 
1771, and all fubiequent, are for England and Scotland, 


An 
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An Account of the Quantity of British PLanrarion 
SuGar imported into England between the sth Janu- 
ary 1699, and the sth January 1755, and thereafter 
into Great-Britain tothe sth January 1792. Alfo, 
an Account for the fame Periods, of the Quantity of 
Raw and Rerinep Sucars exported, diftinguifhing 
each Year, and the Raw from the Refined. , 


Imported. ‘Raw Sugar exported.}Refined Sugar exported, 


QUANTITY. QUANTITY. QUANTITY. 
Cwr. qrs. Ib Cw.. qs. Ib} Cwt, qrs “ib 


25; 182,325 
7| 165,391 
20} 133,917 
6} 45,036 
I 84,016 
12] 133,713 
9 71,822 
3| 107,217 
26] 131,832 


1699 = 427,573 
1700 489,326 
170l 435,465 
1702 259,062 
1703 408,914 
19704 © 315,837 
1705 379,157 
1706 = 335,873 
1707 388,267 


4} 14,302 
16f 17,644 
Tif 3475 
51. 2,908 
26] = ar 
8} 1,339 
7. 690 
16 1,846 
25] 2,456 


DOW HWW HOH HW NWWH DOW HHD 
a 
is} 
OMPWHEW OH DNYDWW DS OH HD HOOD 
i) 
w 
HHO OWWN YE BOM HRW OH DH DO 
Po 
Cc) 


1708 377,107 11] 64,180 6) 2,365 18 
1709 3973570 745377 924 

1710 507,662 21} 117,075 5] 25146 20 
171 366,394 26] 82,142 2 24] °1,800 16 
1712 423,541 1] 119,567 8} 8,579 18 
1713 503,528 8] 184,609 0 12} 3,493 10 
1714 12,221 ° eo} 158,996 - €) 3,482 5 
1715 617,414 3 1m] 143,337 1 131 4,481 3 16 
1716 = 684,759 16{ 161,941 3| 45549 I 
1717 7635175 14) 290,179 TI} 93993 2 
1718 566,885 i] 124,375 13] 13,188 9 
1719 5445634 0 25} 167,622 0 20] 3,644 2 19 


FE 
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Imported. Raw Sugar exported. [Refined Sugar exported. 
QUANTITY. QUANTITY. QUANTITY. 
Cwr. qrs. Ib} Cwe. qrs. tb Cwt.  qrs. Ib 
1720 706,385 3 20) 121,778 0 9 3,106 3 7 
1721 497,011 © 21 66,743 3 IE 3,786 2 25 
1722 616,941 0 9 83,609 2 § 5245 2 2 
172g 960,766 2 9| 63.479 1 7| 49914 2 12 
3724 7292133 2 13) 110,088 2 Er} $177.2 19 
1725 851,952 251 247;g08- 2 1 6,293 3 5 
1726 668,346 1 9} 146,915 3 22 8,414 2 7 
1729 645,158 © i| 112,699 3 2% 13,073 9 I 
1728 9721240 O 3) 210,320 3 23 29,134 3, 4 
1729 9943751 3 24 158,746 2 13| 13,686 1 2 
1730 15024078 2 3) 167,980 1 12) 14,538 © 23 
1731 818,277 1 12 95,832 0 3] 21,077 2 26 
1732 822,844 3 .15| 121,904 3 18 16,511 3 18 
.1733 3:001,784 2 ©} 102,274 0 5 27,008 2 5 
1734 695:679 3 9| 44,932 0 8] 13,275 0 26 
1735 903:634 2 22| 69,899 2 25} 21,070 3 © 
1736 877,591 0 24 58,569 3 26 19,706 2 24 
1737 550,900 1 10) 40,779 3 17 11,331 3 6 
1738 864,252 ¥ O| 49,437 ¥ 6) 9197 1 23 
1739 951,073. 3 4) 63,149 9 3 15,881 2 10 
1740 706,947 0 8! 67,144 2 16 15,046 I g 
1741 886,124 & 0 68,450 © 3) 19449 3 35 
3742 731,410 3 11 50,231 0 10 12,599 3 24 
1743 895,134 -F 26 151,126 3 11] 26,624 3 14 
1744 9 724.411 2 14 58,198 O19} 17,687 0 2 
1745  655:199 3 © 78,344 3 17,689 0 11 
1746 753472 F FO] .92,826 2 22 13,616 3 27 
1747 608,458 2 14/ 51,935 I 15] %O,11t O Ff 
1748 982,588 2 313] 115,727 FIT 10,801 3 25 
1749 933.271 3 9 127,928 1 30,928 2 2 
1750 9155344 2 5} 1073964 © 22} 21,846 3 35 
1751 825,936 2 of, 43,769 3 22,325 2 15 
1752 | 825,124 1 16f 35,712 2 16} 43,508 3 20 
1753 1,114,084 3 26 55,687 2 11,224 3 7 
1754 859,131 2 12 42,818 217) 12,298 1 15 
1755 1,202,679 3 14} 110,853 © 26} 14,364 2 ¥ 
1756 1,051,265 3 6] 206,336 2 30,017 3 2 


. 
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Imported, Raw Sugar exported.|Refined Sugar exported. 
QUANTITY. QUANTITY. QUANTITY. 
Cwr. qrse ‘lb Cwt. — qrs. Ib Cwt. qrs. Ib 


1757 1,230,843 0 20/ 70,625 0 9 16,758 0 23 





1758. °%5145,628 2 3 226,824 314, 62,771 3 0 
1759 15499,682 2 26) 174,234 © 9] 107,626 2 10 
1760 1,374:720 2 § 143,683 1 23 58,650 3 18 
1761 15491,317 3 16] g93s324...9 13] 108,891 3 7 
1762 15444,581 1° 4) 322,253 2-7] 87,033 2 23 
1763 15732174 1 5| 413,199 3 22} 102,514 3 19 
4764 1,488,079 0 15) 197,579 © 25). 176,302 ' 3 23 
1765 15227,159 3 18| 149,125 1 5} 114,851 2 © 
1766 155225732 2 19 129,236 2 4} 27,602 o 10 
1767 15538,834 %. 8} 209,533 1 25 35,968 1 12 
1768 1,651,512 2 14] 227,193 3 21; 399273 2 29 
1769, %5525,070 © 5 216,384 © o| 34,041 2 16 
1770 1,818,229 1 23 1995738 1 9{ 43:509 1 19 
1771 15492096 2 24) 195,859 1 1) 55,219 © 13 
1772 1,829,721. 0 8 183,865 2 8 . 31,980 3 19 
1773 1:804,080 2 26 189,189 3 11| 28,835 9 13 
1774 23029,725 1 25) 224,942 © 7| 32,513 1 23 
177§ 2:021,059 3 23 344,048 1+ If 69,740 0 6 
“4476 1,726,507 1 16) 315,453 1 15 68,849 0 12 
1777 %2416,291 1 5 761,814 2 26) 71,053 1 14 
1778 15521:457 3 24 142,763 O17] 955928 1 25 
1779 125%5:833 9 ©] 99,017 © 13 26,127 2 21 
1780 153941559 1 23) 118,553 2 25 38,322 3 25 
178% 1,080,848 2 9} 169,560 2 27 63,542 0 FE 
1782 15374:269 3 24| 91,261 2 4) 32,467 2 6 
1783 15584,275 0 #8] 173,138 I 20} 104,775 1 5 
1784 1,782,386 © 31 140,479 3 4} 131;609- 1 26 
1785 2:©75,909 3 24} 202,954 © 5} 1352993 2 26 
1786 1,613,965 1 14] 102,033 2 7 81,750 3 1 
1787 3,926,621 0 26 199,416 2 8} 76,735 1 19 
1788 2,065,817 1 145,073 2 1] 85,401 1 15 
1789 129363440 © 153,813 2 15| 138,539 3 11 
1790 1,882,106 0 142,186 I 3) 119,817 © 4 
1791 1,808,950 0 135,470 3 8| 158,573 3 24 


1792, from 5 January 
es to 3 March 


is} 
en DOD 


25,674 3 25, 76.946 1 23 
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To this Account your Committee have added an Ac- 
count of the Number of Ships and other Veflels, with 
their Tonnage, cleared Outwards from the different 
Ports of South Britain to the Weft-India Colonies ; -and 
the Total cleared Outwards from North Britain, with 
thofe entered Inwards from the fame Colonics, from 
Chriftmas; « 1786, to ‘Chriftmas, 1787. 





























OUTWARDS. INWARDS. 

PORTS. Ships. Tons. Ships. ‘Tons. 
Briftol - - < 73 «16,913 7! 16,209 
Berwick - - ee I 127 
Chepftow - - I 132 
Cowes - - - 2 483 — ——— 
Hulls - - 2 333 I 203 
Lancafter - - 37 53665 33 43943 
Liverpool - - 87 17,463 143, 27,578 
Newcatftle - - 9 2,157 I 114 
Penzance - : I 120 rE 164 
Plymouth = - : * 4” 3. = 
Poole - - - 1 2260 nee 
Southampton - - I 177 
Swanfea - . 3 579 —_—_ 
Whitehaven : - 12 2,232 3 444 
Total of Out-Ports - 233° 47,257 254 49,782 
London - - - 218 61,695 252 70,418 
Total of England = 451 108,952 506 120,200 
Scotland - - 717. 14,629 qO 12,022 
Total of Great-Britain - 528 123,581 576 132,222 

5 = ———ae 
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Fraving fhewn the ftate of our own Weft-India imports, 
your Committee will now fubjoin the beft information: 
they have been able to procure refpecting thofe of the 

_ French. aes 


Their flourifhing condition in the year 1742 has al~ 
ready been pointed out ;. it further appears, from an Ac- 
count publithed. in France in 1770, that St, Domingo. 
yielded of Sugar two-thirds brown 160,000 hogfheads of 
to cwt. each, or 1,600,000, cwt. which, at 15/. per hogf- 
head, or jos. pér cwt. amounted to £. 25400,000 

Coffee 5,000,000, Ib. at 4d. perlb. = 83,333: 

Cotton 8,000. bags, of joolb. each, at £.15 


per bag, - - - 120,000 
Indigo 2,000,000, at 35. - - 300,000: 
Tanned leather, 20,c00 hides, at 205. each, 20,000 


Total £. 259234333, 


Your Committee alfo find, from am account of the 
Produéts entered for exportation from-this Colony inthe . 
years 1783, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and g, being the lateft ac- 
counts made up, that they were. 

‘Sugar Clayed. 1Do. Mufcevade4 Coffée.) ' Corton: Indigo, 
_ tb ib th, tb 
In 1783} 773395113] 445312,919 |445573,47914,8715718]1,868,728 

1784) 05,053,050] 7753445464. [52,885 ,09511,756,357|1.555,142 

178 5}.66,589,357{83,610,521 151,368,109 $486,26111,546,575.- 

1786] 71,063,697].61,887,814 §2,180,311/5,203,161 1,103,907 

1787] 56,182,403] 72,896,676 |70,003,161|5,806,174 1,166,177 
1788) 70,227,706] 9351775512 J68,151,181|6,286,126 930,016 

17891 47,516,531] 91,899,963 176,286, 53 5,871,204) 958,626 
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An a.review of this-Account it-muft-be confidered,:that 
the above are Heavier; than*Englifh weights by 8 per 
cent... The above are alfo only the quantities that: have 
paid the export duty. The produce may therefore be 
confidered as far fuperior to this, it being notorious 
that there is a clandeftine trade carried on to’ Jamaica 
and Ametict, particularly of Cotton to the’ fori ‘mer, , that 
article not being prohibited to be ‘received © in the Englith 
Iflands. 

Your Committee are:ttnable to add any account of the 
produce of the reft of the French Iflands, but they un- 
derftand it is generally confidered in France, that St. 
Domingo yields about two-thirds of all their Wet. me. 
produce, 


Having thus ftated, from the beft materials your Com-. 
mittee have been enabled to collect, the prefent ftate of 
the Sugar Trade in Europe, your Gommittee now pro- 
ceed to fhew its fituation in India; and here your Com- 
mittee, for want of leifure and materials, are not able 
to carry their refearches back to any very diftant period *. 


* Between the years 1664 and 1671, it appears fome quantities of fugar, 
fay about-150 tons, were imported into this country from Bantam and Ben- 
jar, where the Company formerly had fettlements: as alfo from ‘Mafuli- 
patam on the ¢oaft of Choromandel,. the coftiof which, upon the average, 
was about 16s. per cwt. the freight at that time, was 20s. and duty 4s. 
making altogether about 4os. per cwt. and the price it fold at was from 

. 425. 6d. to gas. the hundred weight, which yielded a tolerable profir; a 
farther quantity appears: to have been imported between 1706 and 1712, 
which coft about 15s. per cwt. and fold at about 60s, the freight and duties 
upon which do not appear. 

But 
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But as they find fome general obfervations on this trade 
{tated on the Bengal Records, in a letter from a refpec~ 
table Society of Merchants at that place, who, inthe 
year 1776, were about to embark in this trade, your 
Committee will here introduce the following extract 
from. their ‘Méthorial. to. the Governor General and 
Council : 


Extract Fort William Revenue-Confultations, sth June, 
1976, 


“Formerly Sugar was one of the ftaple articles of 
‘¢ Bengal, and a confiderable trade was carried on in it to 
- ** Madras, the Malabar Coaft, Bombay, Surat, Sundy, 
“‘ Mufcat, other ports of the Perfian Gulph, to Mocha 
«and Judda. Even fo late as the period immediately 
‘ preceding the capture of Calcutta,* the annual exporta- 
** tion was about 50,000 maunds, which yielded a profit 
*t of about 50 per cent. and the returns for which were 
«generally in {pecie; fo that in the twenty years im- 
*¢ mediately preceding the capture, it may be eftimated 
* that there flowed into Bengal, for this article, no lefs 
“than fixty lacs of rupees in fpecie, which was all 
«clear gain to the country, and of the moft eligible 
* kind, the. production of the ground manufactured by 
**the natives. And this flow was regular, always feed- 
we ing, but never overcharging the circulation. 


ss During the laft twenty years the price of Sugar has 
“* been gtadually increafing, and the exportation and 


* In 3756. : 
; * growth 
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*‘ growth diminifhing in the fame proportion, fo that 
“the price is now near 50 per cent, more than it was. 
“before that period. The charge of tranfportation is. 
“‘alfo greater; and the price at foreign markets not 
‘¢ having rifen in the fame proportion, the export is 
** fo trifling and cafual, that the suger Trade of Bengak 
«+ js in fact annihilated. 


“ This branch has fuffered by the fame caufes which 
‘‘have operated upon the Commerce of the country in 
“general. The increafe of the price of the raw ma- 
“terial, and of labour, have produced'.a proportional 
*« decreafe in the demand; the culture of the Suga» 
“cane has hence rapidly. declined; and now (1776) it 
“© may be even. doubted, whether Bengal produces enough 
‘“‘ for its own confumption, fince there is annually an 
“importation from Benares, and of candied Sugar from 
“¢ China, the amount of both which wilf be found equal 
“ to that of the trifling export which yet continues, not 
«from the hope of profit, but of making a more fafe 
“* remittance by it than by other articles. 


“Tt appears to us, that the extinction of this branch of 

«« Commerce is not merely a privation of gain. Even if 

‘6 the country had continued flourifhing, the cutting off 

** of fo great ‘a’ refource muft’ have been attended with’a 

‘< pofitive lofs; but fince fpecie has ceafed to flow into 

‘* this country from Europe, and its manufactures of Cot- 

**ton and Silk to have the fame vent as formerly at the 

vee caeent ports of Afia, the lofs of the Sugar Trade is 
** become 
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‘* become of much more confequence, becaufe the ex- 
«* portation of that article would, in a great degree, pre- 
“vent the drains ef-{pecie- which Bengal ‘is now obliged 
“* to fend’ to the Malabar Coatt.. 


** Nor are the effects of this change confined to Bengal 
“‘ alone; the Englifh intereft, in other parts of India, 
* fuffers by it. The Settlements on the Malabar Coaft, 
“inftead of giving Cotton in exchange for the Sugar 
*¢ which they ufed to receive from Bengal, are now obli- 
“ged to fend fpecie to purchafe that article at. foreign 
“ports. Suppofing that their Cotton ultimately brings 
“«* back the fame amount of fpecie from other places, the 
*¢ operation is ftill very different. Inftead of freighting a 
*¢ fhip from Bombay to Calcutta, and getting back Sugar; 
& or from Calcutta to Bombay with Sugar, and returning 
Cotton ; they are in the firft cafe obliged to difpatch the 
“¢ fhip with {pecie to Batavia or China, and with her re- 
“¢ turns purchafe and export Cotton; or,in the fecond 
*‘ cafe, to fend the fhip firft to Batavia with {pecie, and 
** from thence to Bombay, which are tedious, expenfive, 
“© complex: operations, and manifeftly tend to the ag- 
*‘ srandizement of a foreign fettlement, and @ rival in 
“© trade. - 


«From this fhort account of the Sugar Trade of Ben- 
*« pal, we beg leave to-extend our view to the general 


*¢ ftate of it in India. 


H . “ The 
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“The Dutch of Batavia, wie have long fthared -is 
‘this trade, have at length the greateft part of it io 
“their hands. Formerly the rivals of. Bengal, they 
«have rifen upon its decline, and are now conquerors 
“«¢ and tyrants, at a period when the trade has much in- 
“ creafed in.its importance. The great vent for Sugar, 
*¢ as has been already obferved, is on the Weftern fide, of 
*¢ India, which, in its turn, fupplies the reft of the Con+ 
* tinent with Cotton. Since the decay of the manufag- 
“tures of Bengal, and the advance of their price, others 
«¢ of the fame kind having been eftablifhed on that fide, 
«* and ours not finding a ready or profitable fale, Sugar, 
“6 which is a neceffary of life, is almoft the only ftaple 
“¢ article of import there, fo that it enters unavoidably 

- into every fcheme of trade for that quarter... The 
“< Dutch, fenfible of this circumftance, do not, as fors 
*¢ merly, carry their own Sugar to the places of con- 
*¢fumption. They oblige the Sugar Merchants of other 
*¢ Settlements to come to Batavia for it, and to pay for it 
“in fpecie, abfolutely refufing to take merchandize in 
‘return, What India further requires is drawn from 
“‘ China, whither, in general, fpecie is in the fame 
“‘ manner carried to pay for it. By thefe_means the 
sf Englith fettlements in India are, upoma moderate com- 
‘* putation, annually deprived of ten lacs of rupees, the 
“ greateft’ part of which is extracted from their cir- 
“culating fpecie, and the reft diverted from coming 
*© into it. 


The 
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*¢ Fhe former annual export from Bengal amounted to 
*¢ at leaft a thirdof this fum. But, confidering the great 
*¢ demand. # ~ for-owhich its manufac 
“toresate now but occafionally taken in return, it cer- 
** tainly contributes more than four lacs of the ten that 
“‘ are annually exported; and, if it now furnifhed the 
“‘ fame quantity of Sugar it did formerly, the faving 
«« would be, by the increafe of price at the foreign 
*¢ markets, about five lacs. Hlenee it is ftill more appa- 
*t rent, that the reftoration of its Sugar Trade i isin n every 
s way of eflential confequence to it. ’ ; 


*¢ Having maturely refiected upon the fubject, we are 
*¢ fatisfied, that it is practicable not only to reftore this 
*¢ Trade, but to improve and extend it much beyond its 
“© former limits ; and we folicit, with the utmoft defer- 
“ence, the indulgence of expofing to you the grounds 
*¢ upon which we have formed this opinion: entreating, 
* that whatever we fhall fay in fupport of it, may be 
«© underftood to be offered for that purpofe only, and far 
** from teiae intended to decide, or to inform. 


- dihonek the foil of Hiiiead 4 is ses the richeft in 

«« the world, yet all its produétions are of indifferent qua- 
« Jity. It produces abundantly indeed, but hardly any 
« thing excellent in its kind. This plainly fhews that 
“ apriculture has never been carried in it beyond its firft 
“ tage. The religion, the genius of the people, as well 
“as their climate, have limited them to a few of the 
 fimpleft wants, and, with the nature of their Govern- 
s ** ment, 
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«< ment, have left them: without ¢ither defire or motive 
<¢to beinduftrious. ‘Times of eafe have only afforded a 
«‘ more plentiful fupply of former wants, without creat- 
«< ing new ones; and diftrefsful periods have {till more 
“ narrowly limited both their efforts and their faculties. 
_. 4 From thefe caufes,’ uniformly preventive of improve- 
¢¢ ment, it may well be prefumed, that agriculture has not 
« advanced a fingle ftep in this country fince the firft 
« divifion of the inhabitants into diftin@. profeflions. 
“The produétions of the country may therefore be 
«¢ reckoned, in a great meafure, the gift of the foil; and 
* it has been feen, that even thefe could make it flourifh 
«¢ when it had neither rivals in trade, nor a foreign tribute 
“to pay. But now, that many of its manufactures -are 
« removed to other countries, that it gives away.a large 
* fhare of what it ftill furnifhes, and thatthe remainder 
« does not fave it froman annual exportation of {pecie, it 
* js evident that it cannot afford to remain longer in 
«“"fuch a fimple, paffive ftate. Its burthens reduce it, in 
« fag, to an equality with countries naturally lefs fertile, 
‘cand, like them,’ it muft adopt more activity and in- 
* duftry. All the improvements which art afd labour 
‘have made upon other foils remain yet to be tried 
« here; and they are fo many, this country is fo ex- 
“ tenfive, and its foil fo excellent, that its well- 
¢ withers have reafon to rejoice that fo prodigious a 
*refource yet remains. But the people, as has been 
« already intimated, are averfe to innovation, ignorant 
«¢and timid. The bulk of thém have never lifted their 
** hopes 
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“‘ hopes to the enjoyment of property, and the idea of 


. labouring for diftant objeéts is unknown among them; 


‘* it is therefore previoufly neceflary to inftruét and en- 
“courage them. Ifthe road to advantage were clearly 
*« fhewn to them, and if they were fatisfied that they 


“€ would be left to poffefs what they fhould acquire, 


*¢ doubtlefs they would become more aétive and enter- 
“¢prizing. ‘To accomplith thefe purpofes, we humbly 
«conceive that no means would be fo effectual as making 
*‘ ufe of the fuperior knowledge and aétivity of Euro- 


'*€ peans eftablifhed here, and giving both to them and 


«to the natives, upon fuch conditions as may be deemed 
“¢ fitting, grants of uncultivated lands, to be employed 
“‘ either for raifing fuch articles of Commerce as can be 
“* exported, or others now imported. 


¢< Tt is not for us to enquire how far the Orders of the 
‘the Company, or the late Act of Parliament, oppofe 
*‘fuch a fcheme; but with refpeét to the former, we 
“‘ beg leave, with the utmoft deference, to mention, that 


-* the prohibition which they convey againft the holding 


-*© of farms by Europeans, we fhould apprehend: to be 


« founded, in the firft place, upon a fuppofition that 
*« thofe ftyled Native Farmers are the cultivators of the 


_* foil, not the Farmers of the Revenue; in the next, 


** that the exclufion meant is from farms aétually in cul- 
«* tivation, not from land that is lying wafte and ufe- 
«‘lefs; and, laftly, that it can have no reference at all 
“to new articles of produce or manufacture. It is, at 
“* any rate, evident, that the main intention both of the 

IT. « Company’s 
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“« Company’s orders, and the Ac of Parliament, is to 
*‘ guard the Natives from oppreflion, and to promote 
*¢ the welfare of the country; how far, under the Go- 
«« vernment and Court of Judicature now eftablifhed here 
*¢by the Legiflature, the accupation of wafte land by 
*<.Europeans can counteract thag intention; how far, 

jn fhort, the reftriétions laid upon Europeans are ng- 
*¢ ceffary in the prefent ftate of the country, or whether, 
“< fince they are here, and many without the means of 
*< fubfiftence, it may not be expedient to find employ- 
«‘ ments for them, ufeful to themfelves and the ftate.; 
‘«¢we are far from prefuming to examine, but we be- 
“lieve that every fcheme by which the welfare of the 
** country can be advanced, muft be confiftent with the 
“* fpirit and meaning of the regulations laid down for the 
* government of it, and muft therefore meet with ap- 
‘¢ probation. 


“< By that which is here propofed, part of the vatt 
** tracks of land which now lie uncultivated, would then 
‘* be ufed for the increafe of old productions, to as great 
“‘ an extent as the confumption and demand would re- 
** quire, and for the growth of new ones; particularly 
-* the ftaple articles of India, not one of which, we ven» 
“ture to fay, but might be cultivated with ample fuc- 
“ cefs. ; 


, Broach, which furnifhes all the Cotton exported 
“from that fide of India, lies in the fame latitude as. 
‘¢ Bengal. The Cotton, called Copafs, produced in this 
: eS . ' ¢© country 
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“ country is. at ‘prefent fit only for the manufacture of 
“¢ fine cloths; that which is imported from Bombay be- 
‘¢ing ftronger in its texture, is of much more general 
“¢ufe. We have never “heatd any: good reafon. why the 
««fame Cotton fhould not be produced here, and in as 
*¢ great: abundance.’ Doubtlefs the only caufe is, that 
*<the cultivation of it has.never been attempted. The 
“¢ article of Cotton, like all others, is left here juftas Na- 
“ture produced it}. but} in’a:moderate time, by greater 
*¢ care of what is already cultivated, and the introduc- 
‘tion of another kind, mightbe fo far impreved, both 
‘+ in the quantity and quality, as to ferve at leaft’ for all 
“¢ the purpofes of home-confumption ; which would be 
-$*an immenfe faving-to the country, and in all prot 
“6 bay reftore the manufaétures it has loft. 


“« Coffee and Pepper, now imported from Mocha and 
*¢the Coaft of Malabar, might eafily be produced, as 
*€ alfo Indigo, now brought from the Upper India. 


“Hemp, at prefent very bad, might be fo far int 
*‘ proved as to fupercede the ufe of coir cables, made 
“ from the fibres of the cocoa-tree, and common all over 
*¢ India. 


_ Opium, now chiefly confined to the Bahar Pro- 
_ ‘vince, might be prodiiced in many parts of the 
. ** country. : 


es Bengal Raw Silk, which, on account of the change 
‘in its price and- quality, has been {upplanted at the 


6 ee alse Ce. 
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« markets on the Malabar Coaft, by that of China, 
« might again acquire the fuperiority. 


«And Sugar, the article immediately in queftion, 
« might be raifed in {ufficient quantities to fupply the 
< confumption of all India. This article, however, pecu- 
« liarly requires the aid of Government.’ “= petfeet ene 


« Jt is difficult. to regain any branch of trade once loft, 
«but here the manufaéture has rifen so’ per cent. in 
“< price, and the quantity produced fuffices only for 
<‘ home-confumption. In order therefore to make 
«¢ Sugar even a more eligible remittance to the Malabar 
« Coaft than the others now obtainable, there muft:be a 
« confiderable reduétion of price, and increafe of quan- 
“tity, neither of which can be affected without the en- 
* couragement of Government, nor without. time, 
“Jabor, expence and rifk. We doubt whether any en- 
* couragement would induce ‘the natives to take the 
«* Jead in an attempt apparently fo difficult and unpromi- 
“fing, but we ‘are certain, that of themfelves they are 
« otherwife incapable of ever bringing the manufacture 
«even toa ftate of completion. They are utterly unac- 
‘€ quainted with the procefs or machines which are 
‘‘ yfed in the American Iflands, and their own are fo 

«extremely rude and imperfeét; that under the hap- 
«« pieft circumftances this tradé muft have remained limit- 
«ed; as indeed the ftate of it, when the country flou- 
« yifhed, fufficiently evinces. (For though the Cane has 
“ grown in Bengal from time immemorial; though Ben- 


“ce gal 


1 oe 
%*¢-pal poffeifes the advantage of foil already mentioned, 
“¢and that it is neareft to the places of confumption, it 
«* never has fupplied more than a third of the demand of 
“‘thofe places. It is no wonder then, that, upona_re- 
* verfe of circnmftances, ‘the fuperior ingenuity of the 
« Chinéfe, joined to the regular fkill of the. Europeans 
* fettled at Batavia, fhould oad eae it ‘of the 
*¢ Sugar Trade. 


“¢ Suppofing the recovery of this Trade to. be an obj 
«¢deferving the attention of Government, wé fubnit to 
** the confideration of the Board, whether it be attainable’ 
“¢ by any other means than by encouraging Europeans; 
*¢ diftinguifhed by their property, fituation and credit, . 
“* from ordinary adventurers, to undertake the cultiva- 
«* tion and manufacture of Sugar after the method. ‘prace 
* tifed in the Weft-Indies, by fuch grants of unoccupied 
«¢ Jands, and other reafonable privileges, as we have al- 
« ready fuggefted. We admit that much will depend on 
*¢ the conduct of the firft undertakers; but, with proper 
“¢ management on their part, and a reafonable. fupport 
*¢ from Government, we think the fuccefs would be in- 
“ fallible, and that in a few years the natives would _fol-, 
_ low the new method, which would thence foon’ be- 

«come general throughout the country, as the Italian 
** mode of winding Raw-Silk lately introduced now is.’ 


Your Committee find, that the Governor General and’ 
Council, influenced by the reafonings above ftated, 
readily complied with the requeft preferred tothem. A 
grant of land was accordingly allotted, on which a Sugar 

K Plantation 
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Plantation was fet on foot; but after repegted experiments 
upon the foil, it was found fo univerfally infefted with 
White Ants, that the Society were obliged to drop their 
{cheme; and fome other difappointments having alfo hap- 
pened in the extenfive undertakings of the fame Society, 
they, after a time, feparated, but not before they had, 
by. purchafing Canes from the neighbouring diftriéts (for 
the evil: of White Ants is but partial, and prevails moft 
in uncultivated lands) produced both refined Sugar and 
Rum; thus evidencing the practicability of their original 
ideas, though that mode of producing Sugars, with their 
other circumftances, made it inconvenient for them to 
perfevere in it. 


Such appears to have been the ftate of the Sugar Trade — 
in Indiain 17763; and your Committee cannot but con- 
fider it as a circumftance much to be lamented, that fo 
laudable an undertaking, for reftoring this declining 
branch of commerce, fhould have failed of fuccefs, as no 
doubt {uch failure operated very much to difcourage 
others from embarking in fimilar purfuits. Between 
1776 and 1790, your Committee have no reafon to con- 
clude, that this trade underwent any very material altera- 
tion ; as in fome Obfervations addreffed to the Governors 
General, Earl Cornwallis; by Mr. Bebb, an adive and 
intelligent Member of the Bengal Board of Trade, on the 
fubject of extending the export of Bengal produdtons, in 
a letter, under date the gth July, 1790, Mr. Bebb 
{peaks of it as follows*: 


we XT te Den ent Cammercial and Shivping Confu'tations, 14th July, 1790. ; 
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« ‘The material articles of export from Bengal are Rice, 
«Sugar, Raw-Silk, and Silk Piece Goods; the two lat- 
« ter, faid to have been very much Ieffened fince the Ma- 
“¢ rattah war, and any of them fince that time to yield but 
“6 little profit. ry 8 


« Exclufive of the cuftom payable on thefe articles at 
* Bengal, and at the other Prefidencies to which they 
** are configned, the lands which produce the materials 
“‘ for thefe articles pay a confiderable revenue to this 
“* Government, efpecially thofe which yield Sugar and 
‘* Mulberry; thefe, in all places, pay double, triple, and 
<< in fome even the quintuple of grain-lands. 


« Some of the articles of export are peculiar to Bengal, 
“¢ others are carried from other countries to Madras and 
“¢ Bombay, and rival thofe of Bengal. 


« Among the articles thus rivaled, Sugar is the moft 
«* valuable; itis an article of fo much importance, that 
« the extending the export of it is of fufficient weight in 
«< itfelf to merit confideration. ; 


“The Bombay market is fupplied with Sugar from 
«China, Manilla, and Batavia, as well as from Bengal; 
« all that can be purchafed at Batavia by the Bombay 
«*‘ merchants is eagerly bought; the vending or procur- 
“< ing a cargo of Sugar is even confidered as a fort of favor 
« conferred by the Officers of the Dutch Government 
s* on the Bombay Merchant. 


s¢ The 
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“The Mabattahs, the great confumers of the Sugar 
** imported into Bombay, are faid, however, to give a 
“6 preference to Bengal Sugar, if it be of the fame, or 
** nearly of the fame price.” 


The plan by which Mr. Bebb propofed to effeét an 
enlarged export- of the Bengal produétions, was, by 
taking off the duties levied on their importation into 
Madras and Bombay; this, he obferved, would give 
them a decided advantage over their rivals at thofe 
markets, and, as the price would thereby be rendered fo 
much eafier to the confumers, it was reafonable to fup- 
pofe that this would lead to an encreafed confumption. 
For a copy of Mr. Bebb’s Obfervations at length, Vide 
Appendix, No.2. 4 


Upon Mr. Bebb’s propofition being taken into confi- 
deration by -the Governor-General in Council, it was 
agreed, That a copy of it fhould be tranfmitted to the re- 
{pective governments of Bombay and Madras, and that 
they fhould be requefted to furnifh their fentiments on 
the meafures fuggefted, in order to affift his Lordthip in 
pafling a final refolution on the fubje&. For a Copy 
of the Letters written on the occafion, Vide Appendix, 
No. 2. ; 


Before thefe replies came to hand, your Committee find 
the Governor-General in Council again applied to on 
the fubject of the Sugar Trade, in the following Letter 
from Mr. Lambert, an eminent Free Merchant at Cal- 


eutta. - 
s¢ Extract 
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Extra Bengal Public Confultations, Sth — 
I 790. 
“«¢ ‘To the Right Honourable Earl Cornwallis, &c. &c. 
«6 My Eord, 

*¢ I would not, at this period, intrude upon your Lord- 
*¢ fhip’s valuable time, which muft be fo fully occupied 
«¢ in combining and direéting to their fuccefsful iffue the 
*¢ various and extenfive operations of a juft and neceffary 
** war, were I not well convinced of your ready atten-. 
“tion to every object that tends in the fmalleft degree 
“* to promote the cultivation, and extend the Commerce, 


** of thefe Provinces 
. 


“‘ Under this impreffion, I beg leave herewith to fend, 
** for your Lordthip’s in‘pedtion, famples of Sugar, and 
“* Sugar-candy, made at the Chinefe Plantation from 
“* common Burdwan Jaggery. 


‘* No. 1. is Clayed Sugar, the produce of Jaggery after 
“once ‘boiling, and is produced in the proportion of 
‘* four to ten, that is, 100 maunds of Jaggery will yield 
“40 maunds of this Sugar and 47; maunds of Molaffes, 
* lofing one-eighth, or 12; miauiids; of the original ma- 
es terial | in the procefs, 


‘© No. 2. is ‘Loaf Sugar made of the fame material 
«* twice boiled, which yields of this Sugar a proportion 
“of 1} to 10, viz. roo maunds of Jaggery make 15 
«« maunds. of Loaf Sugar, and leave 65 maunds of Mo- 
“ laffes, lofing in the procefs of refining one-fifth, or. 


«© 20 maunds. 
= ec AT 
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* No. 3. is Sugarecandy, made alfo from Jaggery after 
three boilirigs, and is obtained in the proportion of 
*¢ 1 to:10, leaving a refiduum of feven-tenths, and lofing 
«¢ twoetenths in the procefs; roo maunds of Jaggery, 
«< giving 10 maunds of this Sugar-candy, and 7o maunds 
+ of Molaffes, with a lofa of.20 maunds in the refining, 
Thefe fpecimens will ferve to thew that the Crude 
“© Jaggery, as furnifhed by the Riotts in almoft every part 
«of this country, is capable of producing Sugar and: 
“ Sugar-candy fully equal in quality to what is made in: 
«s Burope, China, or Batavia. : 


‘ 


« 


“To improve and extend the manufaéture ofan article 
‘fo valuable as that of Sugar, to raife its quality, and. 
‘reduce its price to fuch a ftandard as’ will preclude. 
“¢ importation, and make it an object of profitable ex- 
“port, isa matter of fuch beneficial magnitude to this 
«‘ country as cannot fail to attract your Lordfhip’s fae 
“¢ vourable regard. 


«* With the proteétion and encouragement of Govern- 
<‘ ment, I think J can venture on good grounds to 
affert, that this defirable objet would foon be at- 
“tained. But in fuch a country as this, where fo many 
« obftacles oppofe individual exertions, nothing but a 
<¢ firm and decided preference, in all our own Settlements, 
‘¢ in favor of Bengal Sugar over thofe of China or Bata- 
“< via, can give energy and permanence to the efforts of 
«‘ individuals, or induce ‘them to embark largely and 
«with effe& on a {peculation in which large fums have 

«¢ already 


a 
« 


es 


i 


. 
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* already been Joft by former projectors. At prefent, 
‘Bengal Sugars are fubject to as high a duty when 
« brought from any part of the country into Calcutta, as 
* thofe imported from China or Batavia, and no draw~ 
** back allowed-on.expertation. 


“¢ The Jaggery alfo from which they have been made, 
_ fhould it have paffed Calcutta en its way to the place 
“© of manufacture, or have been purchafed therein, as 
« moft frequently happens, will have previoufly paid the 
“fame dutygin proportion to its value; and if from 
+ Benares,, it muft pay the Rajah’s duty there, as like- 
«wife at the Cuftom-houfe at Manjee, fo that it is 
“¢ poffible that the fame material may have paid three 
<¢ different duties im its crude ftate, and muft, after all, pay: 
«the Calcutta cuftoms before it can be exported. 


«© At Madras and Bombay the Sugar of Bengal is 

“ taxed equally high as Foreign Sugar; thus, when ex- 
« ported: from hence to either of thofe Prefidencies or 
«¢ their Subordinates, the Company exact a double, per- 
‘« haps a treble, poffibly a quintupée duty on the Refined 
«¢or Manufactured Sugars of thefe Provinces, for they 
<¢ muft pay the Calcutta Cuftoms before they can be ex~ 
6“ ported’ from: hence in a manufactured. ftate, notwith- 
« ftanding the raw material may have previoufly paid 
«the duties before-mentioned; and at Madras and. 
‘¢ Bombay the import duty muft alfo be paid: whereas. 
«« Foreign Sugars, when imported into any of our Settle- 
«« ments, can only pay the import duty at the place where 
+ they are landed. It therefore appears, that at Calcutta, 
“« Bengali 
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4¢ Bengal Sugars are taxed equally high as Foreign Sugars, 
“ befides. the duty that may have been before collected 
“* upon the Jaggery or raw material; and, when exported 
* to Madras or Bombay they are taxed higher than Foreign 
“ Sugars, in all the amount of the Inland and Calcutta 
© duties. , 


“fi England and moft. European ftates, the natural 
* produce of the foil and manufa@tures of the country, 
“‘and its dependencies, are fo jealoufly proteéted by 
*¢ duties and exclufive regulations, that noforeign arti- 
“ cles of a fimilar kind can enter into competition with 
«them, which gives them the complete monopoly of 
“their own market. 


¢¢ Here, I am forry to obferve, no fuch preference exifts; 
«© Government has lately made very honourable facrifices 
‘< to the profperity of Bengal, by the abolition of the 
*¢ Government cuftoms and Bazar duties. 


“To grant a drawback of the Calcutta duties on all 
“< Bengal Sugars exported, and.to allow their importation 
« duty free into all the other Prefidencies, would not, I 
‘ fhould hope, be thought a great addition to the before~ 
«‘ mentioned liberal and voluntary gifts; and were fimilar 
*< indulgencies granted to every home product, the appa- 
«* rent lofs of revenue would, in my humble opinion, be 
“* amply compenfated in the real and permanent benefits 
“that would refult therefrom by the extenfion of Com- 
“merce, and confequent increafe of cultivation and pro- 
‘* ductive indultry. 


an, eee 
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_ But thould fuch a meafure be impraéticable. in the 
*¢ prefent ftate of things, or the immediate wants of. Ga 
« yernment preclude any further alienation of Revenue 
«¢ (however fmall) for di@ant advantages, an additional 
+ duty on foreigs Sugersamported into any of our Settle- 
« ments would at leaft fecure to Bengal the entire con- 
4 fumption of our own markets; and a drawback. of the 
¢ Calcutta duties on thofe Sugars only that are exported 
* from hence to foreign markets, fuch as Mocha, Ifle of 
+ France, &c. enable us fpeedily to enter into a powerful 
«< competitiga with our rivals. Independent of duties 
« to facilitate more effe€tually a reduétion in the price of 
«« Sugar, it is of the firft confequence to fecure, to. the 
<* manufaéturer a certain and quick fale for the Dregs of 
<< Molaffes that drain from it whilft refining. 


“ This refiduum, your Lordfhip will have perceived, 
« forms a very confiderable portion of the produce of 
“the original material, and d know of no way of turn- 
‘* ing it to advantage fo readily as by diftillation. Ma- 
«« dras:and Bombay are at prefent fupplied with Arrack 
«from Batavia, Ceylon, and Goa; of courfe, Bengal 
*¢ {pirits are fhut out from thofe markets, as well for 
-«¢ public ,as private confumption,; for without a prefer 
«rence in the public fupplies, the produce of our wecent 
« diftilleries cannot enter into competition with that 
«which comes from thofe of the befere-mentioned 
* places. Government formerly gave us that preference 
#* in fupplying the troops at Madras with Rum and Age 
+* yack from hence. 


M os The 
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* The price at which it was delivered there was un- 

‘doubtedly fomewhat “higher than Ceylon Arrack: now 
* cofts; but when it is confidered that all the money 
* paid by the Company for Batavia, Ceylon, or Goa Ar- 
** rack is a lofs'‘to Bengal in the whole amount, which 
“would be retained were the troops at Madras and 
*« Bombay fupplied from hence, the fmall faving that 
‘* at prefent may arife from the difference..of price will 
** not compenfate for this difadvantage, combined-as:the 
‘* confumption of Bengal fpirits is with the fupport of 
‘the Sugar manufactory. Even this trifling faving in 
** price would, 1 ‘am confident, exift but a fhort time ; 
‘for we fhould very foon, with proper: encouragement, 
“*be able to fupply them with fpirits full as cheap as 
** they could be procured from any other part of India, 
‘ by the means before fuggefted, that of. uniting the-di- 
** ftillery with the refining of Sugar, hitherto ‘unat- 
‘* tempted here to any extent. ~ 


“‘ Asa proof that I feel myfelf warranted in making 
“this affertion, I will engage, on due notice, to fupply 
“at Madras any quantity of double-diftilled Bengal Rum 
“<or Arrack, at two annas per gallon Jefs than the laft 
“* contra&t price at which it was delivered to Govern- 
** ment. 


“Under the prefumption that the troops at Madras 

“‘ would continue to be fupplied from Bengal as here- 
** tofore, I made about 200 leaguers of Rum foon after 
ss completing ie laft contract, in which I was jointly 
** concerned 


{ 47 J 
“ concerned with Mefirs. Ferguffon and Barretto and the 
“late Mr. Fenny; in order that its quality. might he 
“« improved by age ; and, as a wholefome and good fpi- 
“rit, I fhouldsaot -be dfraid to rifk comparifon with. 
“what yor now Yécéive from Ceylon as Batavia Arrack, 
* and which, Lam informed, is-diftilled from Tody. | 


“Tam afraid I fhould trefpafs too far upon your Lord- 
“« fhip’s patience, were I to dwell upon the claims which. 
“the Bengal diftilleries have to public fupport, and. 
“ fhall therefore only obferve, that they amply fupplied 
‘the fleet and. army during the lait war with {pirits at 
“a period when they could be. procured from no ather- 
“« part of India. 


“In having preftmed thus far to offer my fentiments 
“‘upon a fubjeét which has always prefented itfelf to: 
** my mind as of the firft importance to the trade and: 
“ cultivation of thefe Provinces, and in which I have. 
“had: muck praétical experience in all its branches, I 
“« T traft I thall ftand excufed of any other motive than 
‘¢ that of an honeft with to promote the general prof- 

_ “ perity of a country with. which my own intereft is fo- 
“ ftrongly united. eee ie Fe 


“ | have the honour to be, &c. 
“A. LAMBERT.” 


‘Upon the Governor-General and Council taking this 
Letter-into confideration,. it was ordered, that directions 
be. 
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be fent to the Cuftoem Mafter ‘to ftate the average for one 
year of his receipts of duties forthe taft five years upon 
Bengal Sugars of whatever ‘kind, and upon Rum and 
Arrack, exported from ‘Calcutta, and imported at Cals 
cutta, from different: parts of the country ; alfo a fimilar 
average of the duties upon Foreign Sugars imported, a8 
well as upon Jaggery- 


“That directions be likewife fent to the Refident, at 
Benares to report the average for one year of the receipts 
of duties forthe laft five years upon Sugars and Jaggery 
exported from Benares to the Company’s provinces. 


Phat the Collector at Manjee be inftruéted to ftate the 
amount of duties collected upon ‘thofe articles that have 
pafled his {tation fince the eftablifhment of the. Colleétor’s 
Office ; and, 


That the Governor in Council at Madras and Bombay 
be requefted to ftate the average receipts for one year of 
the duties colleéted in the laft five-years upon Sugars of 
whatever kind, alfo upon Rum and Arrack, imported at, 
‘as well as exported from thefe Prefidencies, diftinguifh- 
ing the duties upon Bengal Sugars, and upon the Rum 
and Arrack of this country, from thofe upon ‘the fame 
articles that havecome from the Settlements of foreign 
-nations. : 


For the feveral particulars of information furnifhed by 
the Governments of Bombay, and Madras, as alfo by the 
: -Refident 
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Refident at Benares, and the Cuftom- Matters at Calcutta 
and Manjee, in confequente of thefé orders, and of thofe 
previoufly iffued on the fubjeét of Mr. Bebb’s Obferva- 
tions, your Comittee beg’ leave to refer to the Appendix, 
No. 3 #s Ss Sead 7 


Tt will be feen by the Letters from the refpective Go- 
vernments of Bombay and Madras, ‘as above referred to, 
that the orders iffued by the Governor-General in Council 
on the rath July: and 8th September, 1790, had only 
been partially complied with, viz. at Bombay, as far as 
concerned the articles of Sugar, Rum, and Arrack ; and 
at Madras, refpeQing Sugar only; but that both Go- 
vernments had given affurances of forwarding the re- 
‘mainder of the information, with their opinidéns on the 
fubje& as defired, as foon as they fhould bé enabled to 
colle& the neceffary Accounts and Statements. It appears, 
therefore, at the ‘time the Accounts from the Refident at 
Benares, the CdlleGtor “at Manjee, and‘ ‘the ° Cuftom 
Mafter at.Calcutta were recorded, that they were ordered 
to lie for confideration. By the advices teceritly received 
by the Swallow, your Committee find a Number in the 
packet, a paper flated to be a Minute-of, the Governor 
General in Council, to the following purport : 


*¢ Minute, 12th Auguft 1791. Public Departinent. 


«* The Governor General in Council has hitherto de- 
“¢ ferred the confideration of the letters received from 
«+ Fort Saint George and Bombay, in reply to the reference 
*« from. hence under date the 14th July 1790, in the 

N “© expedtation 
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_  expzctation of the ‘further advices promifed in nthe let- 
“‘ ter of the 27th Oober, 1790, from the former, ‘and 
“ of the rsth September, 1790, from the latter. 


«« But thefe advices not being arrived, the Board think 
‘it more expedient to proceed upon the documents 
«« dlveady furnifhed, than to wait any longer. for 

‘“ them. 


se The ‘Madras. Government have given a decided opi- 
“ nion, “that, in the prefent {tate of the trade, the abo- 
ee lition of the Cuftoms at that Prefidency will-be attended 
“with no material. diminution of Revenue, if all the 
“ Cuftoms were to be abolifhed on the imports from 
se Bengal, except on the article of Rice. 


* «¢ The Bombay Government are clearly of opinion, that 

“ very eflential benefits will refult from the meafure of 
“taking off the duties on the import of Sugar from Ben- 
“‘ gal;. and they fay, they will adopt it, from the rft of 
“ September next. On allother articles of import they 
*promife to give their opinion hereafter. 


«So many months having elapfed without this opi- 
*“nion being received, it is not unreafonable to fuppofe 
« that no material objection could have occurred to ex- 
*¢ tending the abolition of . duties to, all other articles, or 
“ elfe they would have particularly brought it forward 
to notice; for they muft be aware it neceffarily fol- 


‘st lows, that, if a benefit be derived from the abolition of 
“the 
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* the cuftoms upon’ Bengal Sugar, benefit will equally 
 arife from abolifhing them on every other article of 
“ Pengal produce. 


- ,  Aesordings td the: information the Board at prefent 
“.poflefs,. the fole point on which there can. be-aay he- 
* fitation in regard to making the abolition general at’ 
“¢ Madras, Bombay, ard. their Subordin:tes, is the dimi- 
* nution the Company’s Revenue mzy fuffer by the abo-. 
“ lition of cuftoms upon Rice imported at Madras; the: 
“ amount of which the Board are uninformed of. 


* This objection has been anticipated gencrally in the’ 
“* Proceedings of the 14th July, 1790, and fo fully re- 
“plied to, that it is fufficient to refer to thofe Pro- 
“ ceedings. 


. Te may however be obferved in refpeé to the par- 
“ticular article of Rice, that in common years the price: 
“of it is. fo low in Bengal, compared with the ufual 
‘* price at the places to which it is carried, that there is. 
“no faying to what degree the exportation would ¢x- 
“tend, were it not checked by the heavy expence of. 
“© Indiari thipping, and by the other neceffary. charges.. 


st The expence of fhipping is without remedy, or ra- 
‘ther it muft be left to the natural courfe of things: 
“to remedy itfelf, if poffible; and fo muft all other: 
“ charges, except that. of Cuftoms, which is a burthens- 
“ fome: 
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“‘fome increafe to the. other unavoidably heavy ex- 
“* pences. a et: 


‘ 


** Of this charge the Trade may be relieved. So far as 
*¢ Pengal is concerned, there cannot be a doubt of its 
“< being found policy to give the import of Grain: from 
*¢ Bengal advantages over the import of Grain from 
“¢ other places where the Company: have no territory. 


*¢ Asthe war with Tippoo continues, and affiftance 


« from hence mutt ftill be largely afforded, every meafure 


*¢ therefore that facilitates remittance, is a relief to the 
** Public; a confiderable export of Grain to Madras will 
‘¢ affuredly have that tendency. 


“Since the queftion of abolition of Cuftoms. arofe, 
*‘ there has been a moft unufual, export of Grain from 
“ Bengal* to the Weft of India, the benefit to thefe 
‘« provinces has been extremely great, and the expence of 
** remittance to Surat and Bombay, has fallen - per 
“cent. which verifies the reafonings upon the Proceed- 
“ings ofthe r4th July, 1790. It is Refolved.therefore, 
*¢ that it be recommended to the Governor .in Council of 
“* Fort St. George to abolith entirely, from the 1{t Sep. 
*‘ tember next, at that Prefidency and its Subordinates, 
“‘the Cuftoms upon all goods imported from Bengal, 
‘except upon Rice, according to-the following. regula- 


* 1,200,000 Bags are conje€tured to have been exported. Thefe, ins 
cluding all charges, except freight of thips, may be valued at 23 Rupees 
per bag. Thus Bengal has benefitted thirty lacs of Rupees, or three 
hundred thowfand pounds fterling, by this circumitance, 

““ tions, 
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*¢ tions, and to abolith the duties upon Rice from the rft 
“« September next for two years, a {pace of time which will 
‘¢ put Merchants upon the neceflary certainty in forming 
‘their arrangements, and will allow a fair trial of the 
‘“* meafures 


¢¢ That it be recommended to the Government of Bom- 
‘« bay to abolifh entirely all Cuftoms at that Prefidency, 
“¢ and its Subordinates, from the ’1ft October next, upon 
“all goods imported from Bengal.” 


From the materials thus exhibited, the Court will be 
enabled to judge, with a degree of certainty, of the con- 
fined ftate of the export trade of Bengal in the article of 
Sugar, as it exifted at the beginning of the year 1790.. Your 
Committee, neverthelefs, flatter themfelves the time is 
arrived, when both the Cultivation and Commerce of that 
country are about to affume a more pleafing appearance. 
By the regulations which have been lately adopted in 
Bahar for letting the lands on a ten years fettlement, and 
which your Committee underftand are carrying into 
effe&t in the other Provinces, the Land-holder, feeling 
that he has a permanent intereft in the Soil, and is no 
longer fubjeét to the rapacious exactions of a Revenue 
Farmer, who had only perhaps the leafe of the diftria 
for a fingle year, will be induced to ftimulate the Riot 
to exert the utmoft of his fkill and induftry in effecting 
improvements, the fruits of which he will now enjoy in . 
fafety, and which the former fyftem tended rather to 
difcourage than toexcite. At the fame time the abolition 

ce) of 
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the Government Cuftoms throughout the interior of the Pro- 
vinces, the removal of the numberlefs Chokeys ftationed by 
every petty Zemindar in every diftrid, however inconfider- 
able, with the more recent abolition of the Haut Gunge 
and Bazar duties, as well as thofe payable at the Company’s 
other Settlements on the Coatt of Choromandel and Malabar, 
will give fuch facility and encouragement to Conimerce, as 
your Committee conceive, ,all circumftances confidered; will 
be the means of producing in abundance almoft every ar- 
ticle for which a demand either foreign or domettic can be 
found. 


Your Committee truft it will not be thought they are too 
fanguine in the conclufions they have thus drawn. They 
have already pointed out the very extenfive exportation that 
has taken place in Rice, to the amount of 30 Lacks 
of Rupees; and it appears by a Letter from the Board of 
Trade, dated 25th January 1791, that Sugar, the Article 
now more immediately under confideration, is becoming 
a ftaple commodity with Foreigners, and that an export 
trade to America and Flanders is rifing very faft in it. In 
the month of November 1790, about 200 tons were bought 
for the Company in the Calcutta market, on an exigency, 
without difficulty; and your Committee have been inform- 
ed, from authority they cannot doubt, that in addition to 
that quantity there were alio feven thips laden by Foreigners ; 
which demand, though unlooked for, had no vifible effect 
upon the price. It has alfo been further ftated to your 
Committee, that a veffel, partly laden with Sugar, by an 
accident fuffered fo much damage that fhe was unable to 


proceed 
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proceed the voyage, on which the Cargo was unladen, and 
the Sugars difpofed of at a lofs of 15 per cent. on their 
firft coft; a fure proof that imports were pouring into Cal- 
cutta from the country, and that the market was by no 
means drained by this new channel of exportation. _ 


Some letters from Gentlemen of chara&ter and mercantile 
knowledge have been fhewn toa’ Member of. your Com- 
mittee, from whence it appears thefe Gentlemen entertain no 
doubts of confiderable quantities being now procurable; two 
of them fay, ‘ More than fufficient to fill up any vacant ton- 
“* nage that may be unoccupted from the reduction of the in- 
“© veflment 3” and another Gentleman, ina letter dated Au- 
guft 1791, fays, “* Sufficient may be procured to load bome 
“« zwenty fhips this year, and, with proper encouragement ; 
*¢ two hundred next.” Your Committee are, however, not 
fo fanguine as this Gentleman as to the,rapid increafe to be 
expected; but as it comes froma well-informed perfon upon 
the fpot, they cannot with-hold their affent to the pofition, 
that much larger quantities can, on an emergency, be pro- 
cured than has yet been in the contemplation of the Court ; 
efpecially as on a reference to fome of the Accounts ftated in 
the Appendix, they find the: quantities brought to market 
can be greatly and fuddenly increafed, according as the de~ 
mand for the article is more or lefs. Thus in the firtt of 
the five years the quantity exported from Benares is White 
Sugar 4,556 maunds; in the third year it amounts to 36,442 
maunds, or eight times as much; and the “fourth: year it 
amounts to 53,024 maunds, or nearly twelve times the 


quantity exported in the firft year. Again, in the Accounts 
_g 
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of Sugars and Jaggery imported into Calcutta from 1773 to 
1787, both inclufive, the number of pots of Liquid Jaggery 
or Molaffes imported in 1781 was 410,313, in 4782 it 
amounted to 1,108,839, in 3785 the number was 334,000, 
and in 1786 - 3 nor is the facility with which any | 
extraordinary quantity is fupplied to be wondered at, when it 
is confidered that Sugar is an article of confumption to every 
inhabitant of Bengal and the neighbouting Provinces,’ form- 
ing part of their diet from the Raw Stage of it in the Cane 
to its being made up into Sweatmeets and Con feétions ; andit is 
to be met, with in every Bazar in all thé ftages of its ma- 
nufacture. From a thorough conviction of the advantages 
that will accrue to the'Company and the Nation: by this 
trade becoming a permanent one, your Committee are ine 
duced to folicit the attention of the Court to the great objet 
of prevailing on the Legiflature to reduce the duties to the 
fame rates as are paid on the Welt-India Sugars. Your 
Committee bumbly prefume to think, that the Right Ho. 
nourable the Chancellor of his Majeity’s Exchequer, who js 
fo diftinguifhed for his knowledge on Commercial fubjeéts, 
will not difcountenance a meafure that tends to benefit rather 
than to injure the Revenue, as it will be found upon inquiry, 
that of the Sugars hitherto imported by the Company al- 
moft the whole has been re-exported. At the fame time 
it is mugh to be feared, from the great temptation that is 
afforded in.the high drawback, fay near 38s. per cwt. much 
of it may have been fmuggled back again, to the great ine 
jury of the Revenue and of the Fair-Trader. Nor do your 
Committee conceive that the Gentlemen interefted in the 
Weft-India property can haye any well founded objection 
7 to 
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to fuch a meafure, as the difference of Freight from Bengal, 
under any redu@tiion that can poflibly happen, will always 
give them every advantage in the market they can reafonably 
with for or expe. It is not your Committee’s with that the 
Company fhould become the hettile Opponents or avowed 
rivals of the Weft-India Merchants in any of the markets, to 
which they have been accuftomed, or are competent to 
fupply ; but as, in the prefent critical Gtuation of affairs, an 
opening arifes for drawing back to this country a large 
portion of that foreign trade which it Sormerly enjoyed, and 
which, as has been already fhewn, the French diverted from 
hence, your Committee conceive it would be unpardon- 
able in them to let flip fo fair an opportunity of lending 
their affiftance to effet fo great a national object. Under the 
moft favorable circumftances France eve¥faw, it would have 
required many years to reftore the Ifland of St. Domingo 
to its former. flourithing ftate: this is therefore the 
moment for exertions, and, if they are properly direéted, 
there is well-grounded reafon to expect Bengal may be 
benefited by an export of this Commodity to the amount 
of more than half a million per annum, 


The mere commercial profit that may refult to the Com- 
pany in their Mercantile capacity, may not at firft perhaps 
be an object of any effential moment, and, confidered as 
Lords of the foil, it is in a manner of little confequence to 
them whether the Sugars of Bengal are carried from thence 
in Britith or Foreign bottoms; but, actuated as your Com- 
mittee have ever been by a defire of rendering Great-Britaia 
the grand Mart for fupplying all Europe with the Commo- 
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-dities of the Eaft, they would feel infinite regret in 
beholding any branch of Indian Commerce carried on by the 
fhipping of other nations, which, under proper arrangements, 
might be rendered inftrumental in promoting the Trade and 
Navigation.of ourown. 


Having maturely weighed andconfidered the whole of the 
above-ftated circumftances, your Committee fubmit it*to- 
the Court as: their opinion, that, in the advices about to be 

: tranfmitted to Bengal, the Governor General in Council 
be inftruéted to take the needful meafures for fecuring; in. 

- addition to the other Confignments, as-large a quantity of 
Sugar for the returning fhips: of the feafon as can be pro-- 
vided, and if (which your Committee think. is not-very 
likely to happen, confidering the number of Foreign thips 
which your Comfhittee are given to underftand are in pur- 
fuit of the fame object) the Governor General: in ‘Council 
fhall be able to- colle& fuch a quantity as thall exceed the 
Tonnage on band, after-giving to each fhip as much furplus 
tonnage as fhe may be- in a capacity to receive, that he be 
empowered to bire any fhip or (hips that may be offered, for 
the purpofe of conveying home the rcmainder, at the moft : 
reafonable rate of freight that can be obtained.* 


Your Committee further fabmit, that the Governor-Ge- 
neral in Council, upon the receipt of fuch infttuGions, do 
forthwith eftablith an enquiry into the. paft and prefent ftate 
ef the Culture of Sugar in Bengal and the adjacent Provinces, . 
with a view particularly to ‘afcertain what improvements . 


* This was fuggefted upon an idea that Parliament would difpenfe 
with the Laws, now in force, for one feafon, in order to meet the public 
with on the prefent exigency. 

haye 
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Have already been produced from the regulations that have 
hitherto taken place, and in what degree it is capable of 
being further extended under the prefent, or any other fuit- 
able encouragements that may be afforded.. In the profe- 
cution of this inquiry, your Committee could with that each 
Collector fhould be caHed upon to furnifh the beft informa- 
tion he may be able to procure on all or any of the follow- 
ing points. ; 


1. The number of Begahs of Sugar-cane cultivated in 
his diftri€t, as well in rent-free as in Nizamut lands? 


2, The average rent per Begah? 


3 What increafe has taken place therein within a few 
years pat? 


4. What increafe it is further capable of, under any, and 
what degree of encouragement? 


,+ 
5. Does the cultivation of the Sugar-cane labour under 
any peculiar difadvantages ? 


6. If any, are they local or general? : 


7. What is the quantity of lands now lying wafte in the 
aittridt ? 


8. Can the Riotts be prevailed upon to apply any por- 
tion of thofe lands to the culture of the Sugar-cane, and 
upon what terms and conditions ? 


g.. What is the mode of culture? 


am Whar 
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‘10. What the.expence of cultivation per Begah ? 


11. What is the average quantity of Canes. produced per 
Begah, and their value ? : 


12. What is the rate of profit per annum derived to the 
‘Riott upon each Begah? 


13. In what degree is the Sugar-cane more or'lefs bene: . 
ficial to the Riott than Mulberry, Rice, Grain, or other ve~ 
gétable productions? 


14. What quantity of Sugar is a Begah of Canes fup- 
pofed to furnith per annum or crop? ; 


ny. How is it prepared ? 


16. What are the expences attendant upon its prepara- 
tion, noting each particular ? ; 


“az. Are there any eftablithed Sugar-works in the diftria, 
and by whom are they held, Natives or Europeans? 


18. What is eftimated tobe the total quantity of Sugar 
produced in the diitri& each year on an average, diftinguithed 
in maunds of 80 Sicca weight, and of what different qua- 
ities ? 


rg. Is the quantity produced_within the diftria faffi- 
cient for, or does it exceed, the internal confumption ? 


20. If it falls thort, from whence is the deficiency fup- 
plied, and to what amount? . 


ar If 
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a1. If it exceeds, what is the farplus, and how is it dit 
pofed of ? ‘ 


22. What is the prefent current rate of its coft, diftin- 
guithing (as fag as is capable of being defcribed) the feveral 
qualities, firft in the ufual {pecies of Rupees and the cufto- 
mary rate of the Maund in which it is bought or fold, and 
afterwards (for the fake of a more ready comparifon) reducing 
fuch coft to the Sicca Rupee, and the Bazar Maund of Eighty 
Sicca weight? oO 


23. What reduction is poffible to be effected in fuch rate 
of coft, fhould it become an extenfive and permanent article 
- of import into’ Europe? 


24. What would be the moft eligible mode of making 
purchafes for the Company? by advances to the Riott 
through the Company’s Public Commercial Agent? by 
purchafes in the Mofuffil through private individuals? at 
Calcutta only? or in-what other mode? : 


25. To what purpofe is the dregs (as the Melafles, &c.) 
that arife in the courfe of the manufaCturing procefs applied? 
Do they, or do they not, turn to any profitable ac- 
count?, - 


26. Is the refinement of Sugar practifed within the 
diitri? If fo, whether in the European or by what other 
mode? And what is the rate of expence that attends fuch 
refinement? - 


> 


From the intelligence that fhall be afforded in reply to 
thefe particulars, your Committee conceive, that the Right 
Q Honourable 


[ 6] 


» Honourable the Governor-General in Council wilt be en- 
abled to furnith the Court with his fentiments at large on. 
this krach of Commerce, by which it may be determined 
how far the ideas which your Committee have: ventured, 

-in the courfe of this Report, to intrude upon the Court, 

"are well or ill founded, inafmuch as they regard the ability 

of Bengal to. furnif\: a fapply of Sugar on the prefent exi- 

; gency, the advantages that wil? abdiué thereto by creating a 

new, extenfive, and‘permianent export demand’ for ‘the pro~ 

duction of its foil, and the labour of its manufactures, and, 
what is not-lefs interefting, the beneficial confequences that 
they have conjeGured will refult to this country in the 
means it may afford of promoting and increafing i its Trade, 
Navigation, and Revenues. ue 


Your Committee, however, conceive that fome time mutt 
unavoidably elapfe before this enquiry can take place, and 
that of courfe there is but little reafon ta conclude that the 
refult can be known in England before -the return of the 
fhips now going out, if indeed fo foon; your Committee 
therefore fubmit, that in this event the Governor-General 
in Council be defired to furnith the Court, by the earlieft 
conveyance of any kind that may occur, fo as that it may 
arrive in England at fartheft by the month of January ox 
February 1793, or, if no other mode fhall offer, by an 
overland difpatch, with the beft information he can poflibly 
obtain of the largeft quantity of Sugar that may probably be 
procured for the fhipping of an enfuing feafon ; in order that 
the Court may be guided thereby in taking the needful 
meafures for providing in due time a proper quantity of 
tonnage for tranfporting it to England. 

: i - By 
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By the annexed account, it will -be feen, that of the im- 
ports hitherto made: from Bengal the. loweft felling rate was 
88s, 6d..the cwt.. which has gradually arifen to 156s. 
At thefe rates, under.every difcouraging circumftance of the 
fuperior duties, and.reckoned at a rate of freight equal to 
gals-16s. per ton, the article has-yielded no. inconfiderable 
profit. Rating, therefore, the freight at only £.15 per 
ton, and allowing that the duty: fhould,be fixed at the rate 
now paid on Wedft-India Sugars, there can be little doubt 
‘but, under a larger.reduétion of price than it is probable 
Sugar would undergo--before this commodity thall arrive at 
market, the profpect of advantage, to fay nothing of its 
utility in other refpects, is fufficient.to juftify your Com~ 
mittee in recommending the adoption of this meafure. 


(Signed) 
« Joun Suitu Burces,, 
« Wiii1aM E.puinstone£, 
“¢ Huecxr Inexis, 
Eaft-India Houfe, *¢ ApramM Rosarts, 
agth Feb. 1792. «© Joun TRAVERS, 


6 Pau Le MESURIER, 
‘© Jacos BosanaveEt, 
- CHaries Mitts.” 


Per Houghton, 
Sold 2d March 
1791. 

Per Prfs Amelia, ] | 
Sold 21 July 


1791. 

Per Rodney, 
Sold 1ft Septem- 

ber 1791. 
Per Hawke and 
WarrenHattings, 
Sold 4thJan.1792 
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Extea&t of a Letter to Bengal in the Commerciak 
Department, dated 8th’ April, 4789. 


Par.s7. . 2 + «© «+ « BYa reference to the Price 
Current of goods in this country herewith fent you, you may perltaps. 
find fome articles, the production of Bengal, that might ferve partlyy, 
if not altogether, the purpofes, of dunnage; and frony which, if we 
derive no profit, our loffes might be lefs than on: the article * in 
queftion; Tozacco, Sucar, Wax, and probably other articles,. the: 
nature of which we are unacquainted with. by the country names, 
might be worth the tial, on a fmall fcale, by way of experiment. 
If they yielded only the prime. coft, duties, and charges, we fhould: 
be no fufferers, as freight, for the chartered tonnage muft be paid,. 
whether goods are laden or not. 

* This alludes to the article of Redwood. It was the practice to ladea quan- 
tity of this commodity on each fhip as dunnage, to preferve the Piece Goods,. 


ac. from damage. The Company had, at this time, large quantities.in ware- 
houfe which couid not be fold but at confiderable lofs.. ~ 
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Extra&t from the Bengal Commercial and Shipping 
Confultations, 14th July, 1790. : 


THE Governor General Jays before the Council a letter and the 
paper accompanying it, which he has received from Mr. Bebb, 


“ Tothe Right Hon. Earl Cornwallis, Governor General, 8c, &c. 
« My Lord, 


*€ In conformity to your Lordthip’s inftru€tions, I have the honor’ 
«* of fubmitting to you a lift of the articles exported from hence, 
* by fea,.to the Coafts of Coromandel and Malabar; and of offering, 
with great deference, confiderations on the benefit. which may 
accrue to thefe’ provinces-and to the Eaft-India Company, by 
© abolifhing the cuftoms levied at Madras and Bombay, and the 
“* places fubordinate to them, upon articles imported inte them 
« from Bengal. : 


a 
a 


ia 


x 


s¢ ] have the honor to be, &c. 


* Calcutta, 
“July 9) 17¢9. (Signed) « Joun Bess.” 


Enclofure. 


“The ‘benefit - a country derives from the exportation of its 
produce, efpecially of its manufactured produce, is fo evident, 
that it is fuperfluous to expatiate upon it. It-is alfo evident, that 
thofe cuftoms and duties which tend to check exportation, prevent 

4 this 
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this benefit: for which reafon drawbacks are frequently allowed 
in Britain on articles that are fubject to the excife duties,# 


In addition to the general obligations due from every Government 
to its fubjeéts, the permanent intereft Great Britain has in thefe 
Provinces, renders it incumbent upon this Government to ftudy the 
promotion of their profperity, 


Thefe general reflections, and the heavy Eftablifhments at Madras 
and Bombay, maintained in part at the former, and almoft wholly 
at the latter place by this Government, render the confideration 
of the exports to thofe Prefidencies peculiarly proper, at a time 
when the neceffity of fending fupplies to them is greatly increafed by 
the war in the South of India. 


It is evident, that the more the produce of Bengal be confumed 
at thofe Prefidencies, and the countries dependent upon, or adjacene . 
to them, the eafier can remittances be made from Bengal. ; 


If the value of the articles exported from hence to thofe Prefiden- 
cies equalled the amount of the fupplies the Government have 
occafion to remit to them, and alfo the coft of the returns that may be 
made by any other mode than Government bills, the rate of exchange 
would fall in proportion to the profit of the export. Confiderable 
profit would reduce the exchange much below par. By par is meant 
the relative value of the coins of the countries in queftion, accord- 
ing to the quantity of pure metal they contain. 


The accompanying table fhews the articles of export from Bengal 
to Madras and Bombay, the cuftoms they pay on their importaion 
into Calcutta from the country, the cuftoms they pay at Madras and 
Bombay, the ufual and the prefent fale price in Calcutta. 


* Vide Wealth of Nations, book IV. chap. 4. Confolidation AG, 27Geo. ITT. . 
The 
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The material articles are Rice, Sugar, Raw-Silk, and Silk Piece 
Goods. The twa latter are faid to have;been very much leffened fince - 
the Marattah war, and any of them, fince that time, to yield but 

_ very little profit. 


Exclufive of the cuftoms fated in the table, the lands which pro- 
duce the materials for thefe articles pay. a confiderable revenue to 
this Government, efpecially thofe which yield Sugar and Mulberry. 
Thefe, inall places, pay double, triple, and in fome even the quin- 
tuple of grain-lands. 


Some of the articles of export are peculiar to Bengal, others are 
carried from other countries to Madras and Bombay, and rival 
thofe of Bengal. : 


Among the articles thus rivalled, Sugar is the moft valuable. It 
is anarticle of fo much importance, that the extending the export 
of it is of fufficient weight in itfelf to merit confideration, 


The Bombay market is fupplied with Sugar from China, Manilla, 
and Batavia, as well as from Bengal; all that can be purchafed at 
Batavia by the Bombay merchants is eagerly bought. The vending 
or procuring a cargo of Sugar is even confidered as a fort of favor 
conferred by the officers of the Dutch Government on the Bombay 

‘merchant, The Marattahs, the great confumers of the Sugar ime 
ported into Bombay, are faid, however, to give a preference to 
Bengal Sugar if it be of the fame, or nearly of the fame price. 


All goods (rice and provifions excepted) pay fix per cent. duty of 
importation into Bombay ; and every thing, without exception, five _ 
per cent. on importation into Madras. It is probable, the exempt- 
ing Bengal articles from payment of thefe duties will confiderably 
increafe the confumption of the whole of them, by rendering the 
price eafier to the confumer, and will certainly give thofe articles, 

the 
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the fale of which is rivaled from other places, an advantage over 
the importation from thofe places. 


This advantage will be more than the cufoms paid*, fince the 
confumer muft reimburfe to the retailer not only the increafed value 
of the article, by the amount cuftoms, but alfo the intere(t upon 
this amount, and the neceflary profit upon the greater capital re- 
quired in confequence of the cuftoms. 


It may be objected by the Governments of Madras and Bombay, 
that their revenues, already too feanty for their expences, will be 
diminifhed by this abolition of their cuftoms, and that the diminu- 
tion muft fall upon this Government. 


The objection is replied to as follows: 


That the benefit to Bengal, by far the moft valuable and exten- 
five of all the European poffeffions in India, will more than com- 
penfate the immediate diminution of the Company’s revenues at 
Bombay and Madras; that, from the increafe of exportation ex~ 
pected from this meafure, the increafe of cuftoms collected at Cal- 
cutta § will alone, it is probable, more than equal the diminution 
of cuftoms at Bombay and Madras; that the balance of trade being 
more in favor of Bengal, the probable difference in the expence of 
remittance to Madras and Bombay will go far to balance the lofs 
by the diminution of cuftoms. ; 


Thefe feveral benefits do not, from their nature, admit of a con- 
jectural ftatement being now formed with fufficient accuracy to be 
fet againft the immediate lofs of cuftoms at Madras and Bombay. 
Some time, perhaps a confiderable time, muft elapfe ere they can 


% By this is meant the fums really paid, for it is probable there is fome fmuggling. 
§ Sce what is fubfequently faid of Calcutta cuftoms. 


_b be 
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be felt ; but they will not be the lefs certainor folid. Be all this as 
it may, the increafe of the profperity of thefe provinces, by extend- 
ing the confumption of their trade and manufadtured produce, and 
the facilitating the means of remittance to Madras and Bombay, are 
the great ends propofed, and in thefe views it appears advifcable to 
adopt the meafure. 


To afcertain, however, the extent of the lofs, the Prefidencies of 
Madras and Bombay fhould be defired to ftate the amount of the 
Cuftoms they have collected within thefe lat three, or five years, 
upon Bengal goods imported. If, as is hoped, the importation of 
Bengal goods fhould increafe, it would not be juftto form an opinion 
of the lofs from an eftimate upon the importation when increafed.: 


The cuftoms levied at Calcutta on the importation of the articles 
from the country, have alfo a relation to the fubje&t in quettion; but 
thefe are properly a fubject of feparate confideration. 


It is propofed, that inftru@ions fhould be fent to Madras and 
Bombay, direting, that from and after the 
no cuftoms fhall be levied at thofe placés, or any Settlements or 
places fubordinate to them, upon any articles whatfoever imported 
from Bengal; and that cufloms fhall, as heretofore, be levied upon 
goods imported at Madras and Bombay from all other places. 


In order to prevent frauds by goods from other countries being 
, landed free of cuftoms under the name of Bengal goods, it is 
neceffary the merchants fhould regifter, at the Calcutta Cuftom- 
houfe, the quantities of goods they may fend to Madras or Bombay, 
or their Subordinates, and be furnifhed with a certificate from the 
Calcutta Cuftom-matter, fignifying, that the goods have been duly 
fhipped, and that, without producing fuch certificate, no goods be 
entitled to exemption of cuftoms. 


5 As 
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Asa further check to abufes, each certificate fhould be limited 
to a certain reafonable time for obtaining the exemption from 
* cufloms,. Particular regulations, conformable to the fpirit of thefe 
fuggeftions, fhould be drawn up by the Cuftom-matfter. 


Certificates may be furnifhed for articles exported from any of 
the Eaftern rivers, by the Colleétors of the diftrid; who fhould 
tranfmit advice thereof to the Cuftom-mafter in Calcutta. 


The Prefidencies of “Madras and Bombay fhould be requefted to 
fend inftruétions to the Chief or Refident of each Subordinate under 
their refpective authorities, not to permit any goods to be landed 
from any veffel from Bengal, without pavment of cuftoms unlefs a 
certificate fhould be duly produced ; and that the Chief or Refident 
be directed to certify, at the back of the certificate, the quantity of 
goods which have been landed free of cuftoms. 


The Prefidencies of Madras and Bombay muft be requefted to 
propofe any other regulations which they may think expedient to 
prevent abufe, and fhould tranfmit regular annual accounts of all 
Bengal goods which may be imported free of cuftoms. 


EXPORT 


ARTICLES 
Sugar . 
Ou cn - - 


Long Pepper —- 
Pepul Mool — - 
Dry Ginger - 

‘Turmerick 
Cummin Seed 
Black Seed - - 
Hemp Rope - 
Gunnys 
Saltpetre 


Mugga Dooties, Sylhet! 
Affam} 
Raw Silk, Coffimbuzar)S 


» Ditto 


Ditto Radnagore 
Silk Piece Goods 
Cotton Piece Goods 
Tilmill 
Fine Rice 
Cargo Ditto 
Wheat - 
Peas 
Ghee 
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Agreed, That copies of thefe papers be fent to Bombay with the 


followitg letter : 


“ 


a 


” 


« 
& 


a 


« 


To the Honorable Colonel ieee Paneer in Councif 
«© at Bombay. ' 


“¢ ffonorable Sir, 

S We have lately had before us fome obfervations which have 
béen drawn up by our Export Warehoufe-keeper, on the prefent 
flaté of thé export trade from Bengal to the Coafts of Choromande} 
dnd Malabar; you will re receive a copy o of them enclofed, together 
with’ a lift of exports to which the’ p: paper “eters 5 and we beg leave 
to recommend them to your particular confideration, that we may 
be favoured with your fentiments on a propofed meafure: hizhly 
interefting to the commerce of this country, and holding forth' con: 
fiderable advantage to the Company ina reduction of the rates at 
which remittances are now made from hence to the Weft of India. 
The meafure we allude to is the abolition of all cuftoms and duties 
whatfoever otf articles soipotred by fea from ig or the Coaft 
of Malabar. 


, 
“ Weare aware that a fubject of this importance, whether con- 
fidered in a political or commercial view of it, and involving in it 
a reference to accounts for years paft, will require time for dif- 
cuffion; and, although we are folicitous to be favqured with your 
opinions at large upon the-whole of it, we are particularly fo to 
receive them immediately upon that part which concerns the 
article of Sugars Manufactured in thefe Provinces; for we have 
reafon to believe, that the encouragement recommended upon the 
import of this article at your Prefidency from Bengal, will be 
extremely beneficial to the trade of the country, and encouraging 
to the induftry of its inhabitants. 


s¢ Tf your opinions fhould favor the idea of abolifhing the import 
duties on Bengal Sugar, we would recommend an advertifment to 
¢ be 
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** be publithed at Bombay, declaring your refolution to abelifh the - 


ae 
« 
oe 
“cc 
6 
« 
« 


id 


~cuftoms upon it after a certain time, on the produdtion of fuch a 


certificate as is propofed in the plan from the Cuftom Matter of 
Calcutta, to fhew that it has been manufactured in thefe Provinces, 
Bur, if you thould entertain doubts of the propriety of the mea- 
fure, you will ftate them to.us as early as poffible, that we: may 
pais, our final decifion; and, if we thoyld {ec reafon to expect 
that any material advantage would arife from it, we thal’ after; 
wards confider whether it might not be advifeable, as at prefent 
we think ic would, to abolifh the duty upon the import of this 
article at Calcutta from the different: parts of the country under 
our authority, 


’ Fort William, © We have the honor to be, &c. &c. 
“ path July 1790. Pik 


« CORNWALLIS. 
(Signed) “ CHARLES STUART, 
“ PETER SPEKE” 


Ordered, ‘Fhat the following Letter be writen to the Secretary 


at Fort Saint George. 


« To 
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«© To C. R. White, Efq. Secretary at Fort Saint George. 


« SIR,” 

« I HAVE orders to tranfmit to you acopy of a Tetter which has 
‘been written to the Governor in Council at Bombay, enclofing, 
“ fome obfervations drawn up by the. Export’ Warehoufe-keeper at 
* this prefidency, on the prefent ftate of the Export Trade from Beh- 
*¢ gal to the Coafts of Coromandel and Malabar; and enclofing a 
$© lift of export to which the papers refers: you are defired to fubmit 
** the fame to the Governor in Council at Fort Saint George, whofe 

"© opinion is particularly requefted on the propofed meafure of abo- 
“ lithing all cuftoms and duties whatfoever on articles imported ty 
‘* fea, from Bengal, on the Coaft of Coromandel. 


** The Governor General in Council underftands, that Bengal 
“ Sugars are not, at prefent, imported in confiderable quantities on 
“ that coaft; but as.an abolition of the duties is likely to be pro- 
*< ductive of an. increafe of the demands for the ‘articles from this. 
“ country, he withes to receive the fentiments of the Madras Board. 
‘* upon this part of the general fubject without delay. 


Fort William, “Tam, 8.” 
r4th July, 2790. . 


APPEN.. 
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Extra& "Bombay Revenue Confultations, 16th 
- -Auguit, 1790. 


. READ the following letter and paper annexed, from the Gover- 
nor General in:Couagil, received this.morning, which are ordered 
to lay aver. for-confideration until the Members fhall have deliberated, 
at leifure, on the fubject upon which it treats. 


Here follow Mr. Bebb’s letters and enclofure. 


Extra& Bombay Revenue Confultations, 2oth 
Auguft 1790. 


ay 

Having re-perufed the difpatches from . the Governor Geneva’ iti 
Council, received the 16th inftant, it is. agreed pievibus> te cut 
offering our fentiments to his Lordfhip on the points referred ¢o: out 
confideration, to furnifh the Gentlemen. at Surat, and! the Cuftem 
Mafter, with copies of the papers, and to defire they will take the 
opinions of the beft informed perfons on the fubject, and lay them 
before us, 


Refolved, that the late advices from Surat lay over until we form 
a judgment on the points to which the preceding Refolutions allude, 
as there is an intimate connection between them. 


Signed a letter to the Chief and Council at Surat. 


* To John Griffith, Efq. Chief, &c. Council at Surat. 
‘* Gentlemen, 


“ We enclofe for your notice, copies of fandry papers received the 
«other day from the Governor General in Council, and defire you 
4 oy» Will 
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“ will give the fubje& on which they treat the moft attentive con= 
“ fideration, and lay before us your fentiments at large upon it, 
“We thall poftpone the confideration of your difpatches of the 
“ rich, in this Department, until we receive your communication 
“on the points now referred to you, with which the former are 
** intimately connected. 


<¢ Bombay Caftle, We remain, &c.” 
“* Aug. 21, 1790. 


Extraét Bombay Revenue Confultations, 
14th Sept. 1790. 


Read the following letter from the Bombay and Mahim Cuftom- 
matter. 


“© To the Honourable Robert Abercromby, &e, Governor in 
* Council. 


* Honourable Sir, 

“© We have been favoured with your commands of the 25th ult. 
**inclofing copies of a letter and papers referred to therein from 
the Supreme Government of Bengal. As the fubject on which 
** you have been pleafed to require our opinions is of fuch im- 
** portance as to demand our utmoft attention, and on its invefti- 
* gation will oblige us to feek for the compleateft information 
* (a branch of which includes a reference to the Cuftom-houfe books 
“ of former years) fome time muft unavoidably elapfe before we can 
“communicate our fentiments on every part of it. We, how- 
* ever, beg leave, Sir, to fubmit to you our opinion on the article 
* of Sugar manufactured in Bengal; which opinion is ftrenethened 
“by the acquiefcence of the principal Merchants of this’ place, 
“whom we confulted on the occafion, that the abolition of the 


“import duty at this place on that commodity, muft neceffarily 
d “ occas 
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€ occafion an increafed confumption; and if the intention of the 
* Supreme Government fhould be carried into execution, and the 
* inland duty at Calcutta likewife be remitted, the Merchants will 
“be enabled to bring the Bengal Sugars to the markets on this 
“ fide of India with fuch advantages as not only to enfure them a 
** decided preference, but in a fhort time entirely to exclude there- 
"© foom the Sugars of Batavia and China. The benefits refulting to 
‘¢ the Bengal Provinces from the increafed cultivation of an. article 
“ fo highly productive to their revenue, affifting by its exportation 
“to lower the rates of remittances, and affording employment to 
«¢ the thipping of India in a profitable branch of commerce, by a 
* fhort navigation between our own fettlements, inftead of a cir- 
“cuitous rout to foreign ports, will, we apprehend, amply com- 
“ penfate for the diminution of revenue by the lofs of cuftoms, 
_ which fuppofing the Bengal Sugars to exclude their rival manu- 
« factures, will be fix per cent. on nearly the whole import of 
“ Sugar here, amounting, on an average of five years, to 26,000 
“ rupees per annum, exclufive of the amount of guftoms collected © 
“on this article at Surat. We do not, however, fuppofe that the 
“ Jofs of cuftoms will be perpetual; but are of opinion, that after 
‘¢ the Bengal Sugars fhall have acquired that afcendency over their 
‘rivals, as to.drive them from the markets, a moderate duty may 
“ be collected, either on its exportation from Calcutta or importa- 
“ tion here, without a rifque of the trade’s reverting to its former 
“channels. On the whole, we conceive the meafure of abolifhing 
“ all duties on Sugar manufactured in Bengal fo replete with ad- 
* vantages, that the amount of cuftoms which will be loft in con-- 
** fequence cannot be put in competition with them ; but, at any 
** rate, we prefume, the experiment may be made without a danger 
« of any bad confequences refulting from it. 
“We are, &c. 
«< Bombay, owe. LEWIS. 
S 3th Sept. 1790. - “J STEVENS.” 
We 
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We perfeétly coincide in opinion with the Revenue Officers fub- 
mitted in the above, that the abolition of the Import Duties, on 
Bengal Sugars, would be attended with confiderable public advan- 
tages. It is therefore agreed, to adopt the meafure recommended, 
allowing until the rft of September next for the owners of Batavia 
and China fhips to difpofe of their cargoes. 


Read the following letter from the Chief and Council at Surat, 
‘with an enclofure received the 6th inftant. 


** To the Honourable Robert Abercromby, &c, Governor in 
* Council. 


“Honourable Sir, 


- “ Having attentively confidered the fubjeét of the feveral papers 
“* received from the Governor General in Council, and referred to us 
‘in your letter of the 21ft ule. we now inclofe copy of a Minute the 
“Chief yefterday laid before us, which having been Unanimoufly 
“concurred in, conveys our fentiments on the plan propofed, 


“© We have the honour, &c. 


* JOHN GRIFFITH. 
*¢ Surat Revenue Department, «J. WARDEN. 
ift Sept. 1790. «© J. SPENCER. 
* L. COCKRAN.” 


Copy of the Chief’s Minute in Council, 


In obedience to the orders of our Superiors of the 21ft inftant, 
the Chief lays before the Board his fentiments on the fubje@ referred 
from Bengal, which being fo intimately connected with his Minute 
of sth July, we will firft quote fuch parts as immediately apply 
to it, and the Surat Cuftom-muafter’s Report in corroboration of the 
pofitions laid down in that Minute, : 


5 ' The 
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We perfeétly coincide in opinion with the Revenue Officers fub- 
mitted in the above, ‘that the abolition of the Import Duties, on 
Bengal Sugars, would be attended with confiderable public advan- 
tages. It is therefore agreed, to adopt the meafure recommended, 
allowing until the 1ft of September next for the owners of Batavia 
and China fhips to difpofe of their cargoes. : 


Read the following letter from the Chief and Council at Surat, 
“with an enclofure received the 6th inftant. 


** To the Honourable Robert Abercromby, &c, Governor in 
« Council. 


** Honourable Sir, 


“ Having attentively confidered the fubject of the feveral papers 
“ received from the Governor General in Council, and referred to us 
“in your letter of the 21ft ult. we now inclofe copy of a Minute the 
“© Chief yefterday laid before us, which having been Unanimoully 
“concurred in, conveys our fentiments on the plan propofed. 


“ We have the honour, &c. 


: « JOHN GRIFFITH. 
Surat Revenue Department, «J. WARDEN. 
1ft Sept. 1790. «J. SPENCER. 
« L. COCKRAN.” 


Copy of the Chief*s Minute in Council. 


In obedience to the orders of our Superiors of the 21ft inftant, 
the Chief lays before the Board his fentiments on the fubje&t referred 
from Bengal, which being fo intimately connected with his Minute 
of sth July, we will firft quote fuch parts as immediately apply 
to it, and the Surat Cuftom-mafter’s Report in corroboration of the 
pofitions laid down in that Minute. 
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The Chief is firmly of opinion, that if the traders in Bengal Raw- 
Silk and Piece Goods are made to pay the full Cuftoms of fix per 
cent. it will amount to a prohibition. 

Before the period of 1765, when Lord Clive obtained from the, 
Mogul Shah Allum, a grant of the Dewannee, or Adminiftration of 
the Revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, great quantities of Bengal 
goods, particularly Raw-Silk, were imported at:Bambay and Surat, 
on which the Merchants acquired fuch a profit, that they were not 
only able to pay the duties of fix per cent. but were glad to take 
Company’s bills on Bengal, at the exchange of 116 Bombay or Surat 
rupees for 190 mix’d Siccas. But, after the Company began to remit 
the Revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, to England, in Raw-Silk 
and Piece Goods, the prices of thefe articles rofe fo high, that the 
importation of them to the Weftern ports of India gradually de- 
creafed; and it will appear on a reference to the Cuftom-houfe 
books at Bombay and Surat, that little or no duties have been col- 
leéted on the above articles for feveral years paft; and it is worthy 
of remark, that, in proportion to the decreafe of the importation of 
them, the exchange on Bengal bills rofe againft the Company. The 
Chief finds that the natives, here called Shroffs, were originally dealers 
in Raw-Silk and Piece Goods; and, asa fhip of {mall burthen then 
could bring in thefe rich articles to the value of two or three lacs, and 
carry back only a tenth part of the?proceeds in Cotton (the only article 
of return) the Merchants had no alternative left them of remitting 
the overplus but in bills of exchange ; this induced them to take up 
the profeffion of Shroffs, being fo intimately conneéted with that of 
Silk Merchants. 


The Chief therefore propofes to recommend to the confideration 
of our Superiors, the expediency of collecting only three per cent. 
duties on Bengal Raw-Silk and Piece Goods, imported at Bombay 
and Surat, to be charged agreeably to the valuation fpecified in the 
Bengal Rowannahs or Cuftom-houfe pafles, on which the export 

duties 
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duties are levied ‘at Calcutta. This reduction, the Chief is per- 
fuaded, will tend to increafe the Company’s cuftoms, as well as 
enable the Shroffs to fupply Government with money on more fa- 
vourable terms than they can at prefent ; an object at all times of great 
importance to the Company, but more particularly fo in time of war. 


The Surat Cuftom Mafter’s report alluded to above. 


Abftraét of Bengal Raw-Silk and Piece Goods imported 
at the Latty, from the Year 1765. 


eile apnea | een | en 


No. 

Years.| of 
Bales. 
|e 
764-5 | 194 
“765-6 67 
3766-7 | 79 
1767-8 | 156 
1768-9 | 29. 
1769-70} 37 
177o-t | 38 
1771-2 | 195 
1772-3 | 27 
1773-4 | 29 
1774-5 | 50 
1775-6 | 86 
1776-7 | 53 
1777-8 | 30 
1778-9 | 9 
1779-80] 36 
1780-1 9 
1781-2 | 3 
4 28 
4782-3 | 77 
1783-4 | 24 
¥785-6 | 21 
27 

1786-7 5 
a I 
1788-9! 5 











Valuation. 








Quality. Cuftoms. 

Rupees qr. r.jRupees qr. ry 
——+ —— | — ——$—- — oes 
Raw-SilkandPieceGoods - - -|257,650 1 74[t5459 — 8 
Ditto —: Ditto - - - - | 76,640 2 44) 4598 4 74 
Ditto -—- Ditto - - - - jr24712 2 24) 7,842 3° § 
Ditto — Ditto - - - + [166,237 2 o1f10,016 5 == 
Ditto — Ditto - = - - [310,177 — 37[18:610 2 50 
Ditto — Ditto - - - + [253,799 4 76f15,227 1 68 
Ditto — Ditto - - - - | 42,735 2 58} 2564 — 43 
Ditto — Ditto - - - - | 63,161 x 50} 3,789 2 72 
Ditto — Ditto - - - - | 34,160 — sof 2,046 —- 2 
Ditto — Ditto - - + - $16,799 3 2¢f 1007 3 9S 
Ditto — Ditto - - - - | 27492 — | 1,637 2 8 
Ditto — Ditto - - - + $62,243 © 404 35734 2 49 
Ditto — Ditto - - - - { 55368 2 93 32322 — 49 
Ditto — Ditto - - - - } 275740 — 1,664 1 64 
Ditto — Ditto - - - - 5.245 — —f 314 2 80 
Ditto — Ditto - - = = | 3%,000—— =| 1,860 — — 
Ditto — Ditto - - - - 953t 2 —}. 571 3 56 
Ditto —. Ditto - - - - | 35.584 2 —[ 2135 — 28 
Ditto — Ditto, 3 perCent. | 37,295 — — 1,118 3 20 
Ditto — Ditto, Ditto 97,806 3 —} 2,784 — 81 
Ditto — Ditto, Ditto 32,779 — —} 983 — 40 
Ditto — Ditto - + - 14,406 — —| 867 3 84 
Ditto — Ditto, 3 perCent. 20573 3 Se} 617 — 26 
Ditto — Ditto - - - - 31693 —— —} 221 2 32 
Ditto — Ditto, 3 per Cent. 2,233 — 66 3 96 

Ditto — Ditto - - + - 3,120 —— —} 187 — 

(Signed) J. SPENCER, Latty Mafter. 


By 
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By the above extracts it will appear, that the Chief has before 
attentively confidered the fubjeét, the difference between his pro- 
pofal and that from the Bengal Export Warehoufe-keeper being the 
reduction of the cuftoms inftead of a total abolition; but, as the 
Warehoufe-keeper very juftly obferves, the more the produce of Ben- 
gal be confumed here, the eafier can remittances be made from 
Bengal : the Chief gives a decided preference in favour of an abolition 
of all cuftoms and duties whatfoever on ‘articles: sdpsported by fea 
from Bengal, On a reference to the Cuftom Mafter’s Report above, 
it is evident little or nothing can be loft by the experiment ; but 
even admitting that it confiderably leffened our receipt of cuftoms, 
it would be no object compared with the reducing the. exchange on, 
remittances; befides, all partial and local confiderations ought. ever 
to give way to the general fyftem. , 


The encouragement of the importation of Bengal Sugars at Surat 
cannot fail to be attended with confiderable benefit to the Com~ 
pany, by enabling us to underfel our rivals the Dutch, which will 
oblige them to reduce their inveftments of Piece Goods for Europe. 
As it will be very difficult to prevent frauds in the importation of 
this article, the Chief begs, in addition to the regulations pro- 
pofed by the Bengal Warehoufe-keeper, to fuggeft the expediency of 
obliging the Commanders of fhips from Bengal to give ina Manifeft 
of their cargoes upon oath. 


The Chief humbly fubmits to the confideration of his Superiors, 
the juftice and propriety of allowing a proper time for the Owners 
of China thips to difpofe of their Sugars that may be imported 
from China the enfuing feafon, before the cuftoms on Bengal Sugars 
be taken off. 


Upon a mature confideration of the fubjeét, the Chief begs to 
offer it as his opinion, that rhe abolition of all cuftoms and duties 
whatfoever 
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whatfoever on articles imported by fea from Bengal, will encreafe 
the manufactures, give employment to the fhipping, and turn 
the exchange on remittances to this Prefidency in favour of the 
Company. 


_ Surat, (Signed) “JOHN GRIFFITH. - 
gift Aug. 1796, 


Refolved, That the Revenue fubie&, fubmittéd in the, Surat ad- 
vices of theft inftant, lay over until we receive the fentiments of 
the Bombay and Mahim Cuftom-mafters on the other points of 
the Supreme Government’s reference to us 3 and, in the mean- time, 
the Chief and Council will be inftrudted to let the duties now ex- 
ated remain at prefent in force, 


Signed Letters to the Governor General in Council, and Chief and 

Council at Surat, as follows: ~ . 

To Earl Comwallis, K.G. Governor General, &¢. 8c, &o. 
“* My Lord, 


*©We have been honoured with your Lordfhip’s letter of the 
“14th July, and -have given that attentive confideration to its 
“contents which the fubject of it exacts. Having confulted with 
* the Company’s Officers of Revenue here and at Surat, and taken 
*€ the opinions of Merchants moft converfant on the fubje&, we 
“have the firongeft reafon to expeét, that very effential benefits 
“ will refule from the mealure fuggefted to your Lordfhip of taking 
“‘ off the import duties on Sugars manufaétured in. the Bengal 
s Provinces, and fhall accordingly adopt it; allowing, however, agrec- 
“ably to your Lordthip’s recommendation, a reafonable time (un-. 
* til the 1f September next) for the Merchants to difpofe of the 
“ China or. Batavia cargoes they may have engaged for. 


4 * The 
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s¢ The other part of your Lordfhip’s letter fhall befpeak our at- 
* tention, difcuffion and reply, as foon as we are poffeffed of ma- 
“ terials whereon to form our judgment. 


«© We have the honour to be, 


“¢ Bombay Caitle, (Signed); «R, ABERCROMBY, 
S 15th Sept. 1790. x S &c. Cauncil.” 


« John Griffith, Efquire, Chief, &c. Surat. 


* Gentlemen, 


¢ We think proper to fufpend, for the prefent, our decifion on the 

*¢ points fubmitted to us in your advices of the 11th ult. and rft inft. 

** except onthat relative to the abolition of the i import duties on 

* Sugars manufactured in the Bengal Provinces, Conceiving that the 

«+ *meafure will be attended with very effential advantages, we have 

“* refolved to adopt it, as you will obferve by the inclofed advertife- 
** ment, which you will be pleafed to make publick. 


“ We remain, &c. 


« Bombay Caftle, «R, ABERCROMBY, | 
© a5th Sept. 1790. .  &c. Council.” 


Extra& Bombay Revenue Confultations, 
2d Nov. 1790. 
Read the’ following letter from the Cuftom-mafter, with a ftate- 


ment enclofed, copy of which muft be fent to Bengal for the in- 
fornmation of the Governor General in Council. 


“William 
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* William Page, Efq. Secretary. 
« 8 I R, 

« Having prepared-the ftatement of duties collected;on Sugars, &e. 
“ required by the Honourable the Governor General, I enclofe the 
“ fame to you, that ic may be tranfmitted to his Lordthip. As not 
“ any duties are-collected: bere on-Sugars, Rum, or Arrack when ¢x- 
*€ ported, this ftatement only contains what is-colleé&ted on the im- 
* portation. 


’ YT remain, Sir, : 
<¢ Your moft obedient fervant, 


. % Bombay Cuftom-Houfe, — “« Wma. LEWIS, 
I Nov. 1790  Cuftom-Matfter.* 


BOMBA Y 
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BOMBAY, 


A Statement of the Average Receipts for one year; of the Duties 
colleéted in five years on Sugars of whatfoever kind; alfo on 
Rum and Arrack, diftinguithing thofe of Bengal from the fame 
article imported from other places. 


, Rs. qr r. 
Sucar. Bengal::.--~ wh 949886. gg 
“Ching - = 5746 2.16 
Batavia 5 - 7996 1 20 
Baffur - - 983. 3 16 
Mauritius - ; - 506 2 8 
Lifbon - - - 80 0 16 
Marfeilles _ - - 64 296 Rs. qr r. 
: ———— 18064 2 76 
Bum. Bengal - - 83 0 64 
Europe - - 166 2 0 
Brazil -" - 7 20 
French - - 104 © 16 


———~—~— «361 «0 80 





Azrack. Bengal s - 60 © o 
Batavia - - 667 1 76 
Goa - - - 211 3 92 
Columba - - 74 0 16 
_ — 1013 1 84 
Total amount for one year, Rs. 19439 1, 40 
Bombay Cuftom-houfe, ' (Signed) Wm. LEWIS, 
ift Nov. 1790. Cuftom-Matfter, 


Extra 
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Extract of Bengal Commercial Confultations, the 
17th November, 1790. 


Extract of Letter from the Prefident and Council at Fort Saint 
. George, tothe Governor General, dated 27th O&, 1790. 


We have the honor to tranfmit you extraéts of letters from the 
Board of Trade here, under date 27th ultimo, and 24th inflant, 
with copies of feveral accounts ftating the quantity of Sugar, Sugar- 
candy, and Jaggery, imported at Madras from Bengal and other 
places for the laft five years, with the rate and amount of duties col- 
lected on thofe articles. 


Tt appearing that the Board of Trade were defired, on receipt of 
your Secretary’s letter of July, to furnith with as little -delay-as 
poffible, the general accounts of duties colle@ted on imports from 
Bengal we have judged it neceflary to exprefs our furprize to 
them on the occafion, and to defire they will explain to us the caufes 
of fuch apparent neglect. 


On being furnifhed with thofe ftatements, we fhall have the 
honor of communicating them to your Lordthip, with our opinion 
on the fubject. 


In the mean time your Lordthip will perceive that the duty 
collected on the. article of Sugar is but inconfiderable, and, in the 
prefent {tate of the trade, it could be attended with no material di- 
minution of revenue, if all the cuftoms were to be abolifhed on 
the imports from Bengal, except on the article of Rice. 


Extra&t 
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Extra@ of-a Letter from the Board of Trade, 
dated 27th September, 1790. 


‘We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Secre- 
tary’s letter of the 14th ult. tranfmitting copy of letter from the 
Secretary at Bengal of the 14th July, with copies of the papers that 
accompanied it; we immediately iffued the neceffary orders to the 
Subordinates to furnifh us with & particulaf’ ‘account of articles im- 
ported at each place refpettivély’ fot the lat five years, the produce 
and manufacturé of Bengal, and the duties colleed thereon ; and. 
we directed che Sea Cuftomer to prepare a fimilar account of the im- 
ports at Madras; but asthe Supreme Government had expreffed a 
defire to have the moft early information refpedting the imports qf 
Sugars, and the amount of duties accruing from them, we inftruéted: 
the Sea Cuftomer to furnith it as foon as. poffible, ftating alfo. the 
quantities of Sugar-candy and Jaggery imported for the fame petiod.. 


Thefe Accounts we have now the honour of laying before you,. 
with an Abftraét of the whole, by which it appears the duties cql- 
leéted on the articles of Moift Sugar, Sugar-candy, and Jageery, 
for the laft five years, amount to the fum of 2977 4 46 Pagodas. 


The propofed abolition of the duties upon Beagal Sugar, im 
ported at Madras, will be attended with a very inconfiderable lofs. 
to the Revenue; but how far the views of the Supreme Govern+ 
ment of increafing the exportation from Calcutta may be prometed 
by it, we cannot take upon ourfelves to determine, 


Our duty, at the fame. time, leads us to fubmit to your confide- 
ration the expediency. of abolifhing the duties on Segars and Jag- 
gery the produce of our Subordinates on the Coaft; at fome of 
them the manufadture is much improved, and, we humbly conceive, 
merits public encouragement. 


1 . As 
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‘As foon as we are furnifhed with the Account of Imports of other 
articles from Bengal at Madras and. the Subordinates, we fhall de 
ourfelves the honour of laying-it -before you, with fuch obfervations 
"aS May occur to us. 


(Signed) - ROBT. CLERK, 
- Deputy Secretary Accountant, 


Extra@ of a Letter from the Board of ‘Trade, 
dated 24th O&ober, 1790. 


We have had the ‘honour to acknowletige the receipt of your 
Secretary’s letters of the 2d and gth ule. and sftinft. We immediately 
defired the Sea Cuftomer to lofe no time in furnifhing-us with the 
neceflary information of the duties colleéted within the laft five 
years on Bengal.Rum and Arrack, and at the fame time requefting 
chim -to be as expeditious as poffible in forwarding to us the ge- 
eral Account of duties colleéted at this place, on the 4rticles 
ftated.in Mr. Secretary White’s letter of the 14th Avguft laft, 


g Account 
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FORT SAINT GEORGE. 


- Account of the Quantity of Sugar imported at this Port, from 
Ports and Places on the Coafts Bengal, Manilla, China, and 
Batavia, from the Year 1785 to 1789. _ 


* Fhe Port where oe Quantity. Valuation. 









5 candy. M. lb. {- Pags. 
1785 Bengal - = - j-— 40 
Bombay - ~ - } 327 17 7] 4,484 
Mocha- - ~ + 2 10 — 29 

7 7} 49554 

1786 Bengal - - - 8 21} 632 
Manilla - - - ——| 156 
China - = « ~— —| 2,000 
Batavia - - - 5 —| 483 
Mallay - - - 3 °7 73 
Ganjam + - - 137 6 
Nagore - - - 8 22 34 
Sumaporam - - 2— 13 
Pondicherry - - 14 20 291 
Porto Nova - - 14 2 23 
Pegu  - + = 18 7] 189 

8 Ir} 3,902 

1787 Bengal - -. - 12 21] 3,528 
Batavia - + - I 11| 2,410 
Bencoolen - - 12 4 46 
Bombay - - - 2 3 92 
Anjengo - - - 1 18] 2,481 
Coringa + - - 18 40 13 
Mocha - - - oo 17 
Sumaporam - « IIL 81 
Monfoorcotta = - 5 22 3 
Pondy - - ~- 13 23 32 
Pulicat - + « 5 51 4,064 

15 3{'2.772 

















Fs. 


‘hls 


Lar cogs oy 


i>) 
a 


Sle 





Duty The Amount 


of the Duty 


at 
what s 
levied upon. 


Rate. 
Pags,|Pags. Fs. C. 





| 2 
— |} 224 8 36 
— 117 40 


eee Je ee el 


— | 227 25 76 


— | |. 


31 22 60 
7 28 64 


24 5°32 
3 23 56 
1 25 48 
— 23 60 
14 19 64 
I 
9 16 36 








176 15 36 


21 68 
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: : uty The Amount 
The Port where fhipped.] Quantity. Valuation. hee of the Duty 
Rate.| levied upon. 
(Candy. M. ib.| Pags. Fs./Pags.[ Pags. Fs. C. 
1788 Bengal - = - | 238 8 14 2,964 151 5 | 148 7 76 
Bombay - - - 5 2 3 92 5} — 21 68 
Ganjam - - -| — 9 2 429, — 8 44 
Pandarty - - -| 15 6 9g 214 16) — 26 — 
259 6 31 3,275 27} — 28 28 
1789 Bengal - - ~ | 272 19 —] 2,80 29] 5 28 36 
Mocha - ~- - 3-— 27 —| — 12 48 
Manilla - - ~ 69 415} goo —| — _— 
Sumaporam - - 1—— 17 —| — 30 48 
Pulicat - - - 35 12 356 3) — 28 76 
381 15 1h 4,155 32) — 28 48 
Valuation. Cuftoms. 
Candies. M. Ib} Pags. F.| Pags. F. 
1787 - 335 7 7] 45554 15 227 25 76 
1786 - 344 8 11) 3,902 31! 195 5 12 
1787 - 939 15 312,772 11] 638 22 12 
1788 - 259 6 3) 3,275 25 163 28 28 
3789 - 381 15 18) 4,155 32] 207 28 48 
2260 12 17/28,661 811,433 2 16 








(Signed) J. CALL, Sea Cuftom Matter. 


Accoun?r 
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FORT SAINT GEORGE. 


Account of the Quantity of Sugar-candy imported at this Port, 
from Ports and Places on this Coaft, Bengal, Manilla, China, 
and Batavia, from the Year 1785 to 1789. 


The Port where.fhippedj . Quantity. 





1785 


1786 


oo 


87 


1788 


1789 




















China - - - «| 85 10 
Goa = - ~ - I 3 
86 13 

Bengal - - - 47 — 
China - - - -; 60 9 
Batavia - - - 3 «5 
120 14 

Bengal - - - | 100 10 
China - - - -| 186 2 
Bencoolen - - 4 — 
Columbo - - -|} 15 13 
| 306 3 

Bengal - + - 6 o— 
China - - - 53 10 
Batavia - - - 3 4 
Negapatam - - 10 
128 4 

Bengal - - - _ 
China - - - 1206 5 
Batavia - - = [a10 16 
Tranquebar - - 7 6 
Nagore + + - 28 617 
Pulicat - -  - 46 16 


Valuation. 


1,828 
































14 


14 


~Lad pad | 


Puy, The Amount 
hud of the Duty 
Rate,| levied upon. 
GQ 
8 
32 
40 


— 





Pags. 
at 5 


Pags. 





4 
288 
101 


24 
46 


13 








AMA 
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UY | phe Amount 















5 : at 
Total. Quantity. Valuation. what ho ee mf 

(Candy. M; Ib] Pags. Fs. Pags.| Pags. Fn GC. 
1785 - + - 86. #3 3] 1,846 r4iat 5 | 92 11 40 
1786 - - = [120 14 —| 3,026 21/perC. Ist 11 68 
1787 - = - 3 7| 8,045 2 402 9 8 
2788 - - - 4 —| 2,990 27 149 19 28: 
1789 - - - 2 8) 9,480 6 474 — 24 





ee ee, 


16 18/25,388 34 1269 16 8: 


————_———_— 


&true Copy. (Signed). “FHO'. CHASE, Secretary 


; Y Accounr 


APPEND? ¥ 


“: No. 


A 


“AccocnT of the Quantity of Jaggery imported at this Place, fem 
dierent ‘Ports and Places,. fromthe Year. r7B5 to 1789. 





ry8B5 Coringa - 
-Barvah. - - 


1786 


1787 





Kiftnapatam = - 


‘Rameapatam = - 
Advampatam ~~ =}. 
Poody Madakah - 


Barvah - - 
Pandarty - -~ 
Checkercottah 
Pondicherry - 
Jagannadapoor 


Barvah - - 
Ganjam - - 
Pentacottah - 
Soornapoor - 
Monfoorcottah 


“ Pondicherry - 


Bengal - 
Poondy - - 
Colingapatam 

Coringa - - 









































The Amount 
Quantity. Valuation. mate of the Duty 
Rate, levied upon. 
ee, 
Candy, -| Pags. Fs./Pag. |Pags. FC. 
3 ; 25 32jat 5 ‘1 10 84 
t _ | — 10 64 
“2 23 30 1 6 92 
2 25 32 1 10 48 
8 6 7 3.212 
2 19 2 — 34 24 
20 160 31 8 328 | 
3 12—} g |; — 21 48 
2 13 4 — 23 48 
7 .42— 2 3 48 
18 108 26 515 56 . 
46 328 — 16 14 32 
77 503 30} | 25 6 72 
5 
4 25 2 1 9 8 
46 2,693 5 134 23 52 
Pas 5 41 — 9 44, 
135 75° 7), 37 18 28 | 
8 38 33 134 4 
I 5 19 — 9 76 
_ 4 11 — 7 60 
3 16 6 —29 8 
4 20 22 rr 8 
12 64 5 3 7 36 
635 3 23} 2,623 13 181 6 4 


z 
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7 





| Duty The Amount 





























The Post where thipped Qyantity. Va'uation. aaa? of the Duty 

es ee Rate,} levied upon. 
LT a | ee — ne |e _———a 
f cor andy, -M..lb.| Pags. Fs.| Pags.| Pags. Fs. C. 
1788 Coljngapatam - }- 16, Fou14 58 35 jat 5 2 34 12 
Soornapoor - -}| 14° 96 — 61 17 3. 2 52 
Monfeorcottah - BORO 3k 23 27). r 6 60 
Ganjam -~ - - 85 9 4] 463 23 4 23 6 44 
Coringa ~ - ~-1}: 3 113 13 23 — 24 44 
Barvah 4“~ ~ |.~13 42 6 59 5 2 34 36 
Poondy “+. - -[2 2 6 6 9 9 — 16 52 
Wootcoor - - .- I 210 5 22 — 10 8 
Bengal - - - 24 12 7] 137 23 6 31 60 
Bimlepatan - - 8 6 2 53 38 225 12 
: CC TS eo IO 
‘ 178 14 57} 887 3 ett 2 60 
1789 Bengal - ~ - 3h .11 22) 233 23) § |> 411 24 44 
Soornapoor - - (2 1 18 10 15 —-I1 60 
Kiftmapatam - -| 26 5 20 65 27 : 310 28 
‘Poondy += - - {2.3 8 Il 33 “—+20 36 
62° 2 18{ 331 6 16° 2 8 

Total. 

1785 -~ = - 20 34 13] 161 31 8 3 28 
1786 - - = 77 2 231. 503 30 25136 72 
1787 - - -.| 635. 3 234-3,623 13 181 6 4. 
1783 - & - 17S 34 19 887 st 44:42 Go 
178g - + - 62 2 18 321 6 1 2 8 
973 18 19] 5.497 1 274 31 12 


A true Copr. THO". CHASE, Secretary. 
ROB. CLERK, Deputy Secretary. 


| Apstract 


APPEN Di x, 

Azstracy of the Amount of Duties 

Jaggety, imported at. Fort Sr, 
the Year 1785 to 1789. 


Quantity. 


oy 


Candy. Mds: 


Amount of Sugar imported at Foat Sr. Gednet. 


Bengal, Manilla, &e. 6 - 
» of Sugar-candy . « ‘ 
Do of Jaggery 4 . 


-~ 2260 12 
1044 16 
eed 


4279 8 


(Signed) 


Atrue Copy, 
(Signed) 





No. 4: 




















ROBERT CLERK, Deputy Sectetary: 


colle&ted on Sugar; Siigaf-candy, atid 
GzorcE, rm Benaat, Manitxa, &c. from 


: The Amount ~~ 

3 Duty; ! : 

Valuation. what Rare, iit nee 
«| Pags. F. Pags. Pag FC. 
1728661 = 8) at 5 per Ct.Ji4g2 2 16 
18125388 34 Do. [1269 16 18 
19] 5497 11 Do. 274 31 12 
id EEA EN ee ae ee 
' 4159547 8 0774 46 

THO. CHASE; Secretary: 


Extra& 


APPENDIX, Nag. 


Extra& Bengal Public Confultations, 
17th Dec. 1790. 


** To John White, Efquire, Sub Secretary. 
cS TR, 


**Incompliance with your requifition of the 8th September 
** 1790, I herewith tranfmit an Account, exhibiting the particulars 
“and medium of the duties collected during the Jaft five years 
“upon Sugar and Jaggery exported from Benares to the Com- 
“ pany’s Provinces, fuch medium being per annum 11645, 15. 15 
“ Rupees. 


“In this lift I have admitted of the infertion of two prepara. 
“ tions of conferve of rofes, becanfe Sugar enters materially into 
“ their compofition. But, fhould this not appear a fufficient reafon, 
“* their having a place cannotat all events prove material, as the 
* five years medium of that part of the duty will not amount to 
“ five Rupees, 


“JT remain, &c. 


Benares, (Signed) <‘ JONATHAN DUNCAN, 
aif O&. 1790, “ Refident.” 


me 


TRANSLATION 


APPENDIX, No &. 


BENARE S. 


TrRans_aTion of Account of Sugar, Jaggery, and other Species of 
Sugar, produced in the Diftri€t of BENarzs, and exported to Bengal 
and Behar in different Years, as follows, viz. 


In 1192 Fuffily; 





f the Articles, 
Bemeor re Aracke Weight. Price. Duty. 








Sugars, &c, vize Ms. $C] R. CP) R. AG. 


Sugar (Shukur) or Khand — - - - 596 10 —| 2138 — —] 106.14 
Chinny, or White Sugar - : -| 4556 7 8] 31800 2 —\1590 — 
cofee, or Molaffes —- - $57 30 | 830 2—| 41 8 10 
aggery-(Kund feah) or Belle or Goor 799 10 —| 2573 9 —| 78.10 75 
Sugar-candy (Mifree) —- —15— 4 8—| == 310 


Ditto Turry, called in Hindoftan (Rual) 

Chootah, or a Species of Molaffes - 

Goolkund, Conferve of Rofes, being a Com- 3 
pofition of Sugar Rofes  - 

Goolchukeree, a Drink made out of the 
fame Materials - 

Ollah, Sugar Balls made of Chinny « or 
White Sugar : 


ae nn ee ae | ete | ace treme 


Total of Sugar, &. - fe 6406 32 8} 16346 5 3]t817 5 — 


rene ree | erent | nen 
























| In 1193 Fuffily. 
Names of the Articles. ‘ * 
Weight. Price. Duty.: 
Sue . viz. am = 
Sugary, Sree via Md. §. Cl R.A, PL RAG 
Sugar (Shukur) or Khand - - 916 35 —| 3208 14 —| 160 
Chinny, or White Sugar - - 11297 : 8 Fes pees 3947 A 8 
Joofee, or Molaftes - —_— a ash) es 
gaggery (Kund feah) or Bellee : or Goot xorg 17 8} 2687 13° Gt 134 6 ” 
Sugar-candy (Mifree) - 8 30 — 130 — ms 6 B= 
Ditto Turry, calicd in Hindoftan (Real) 2——} 5——-|— 4m 
Chootah, or a Species of Molaffes - 21317 8 _ 
Goolkund, Conferve of Rofes, Being aCom- meer ee ieee 
pobition of Sugar Rofes - 
Goolchukeree, a Drink made out of the 
fame Materials 
Ollah, Sugar Balls made . Chiany or 
White Sugar - } 
a: |§ ee a | 
tena he nas oh a at § per Ca 
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Names of the Articles. 





Sugar, &c. viz. 


Sugar (Shukur or Khand) 
Chinny, or White Sugar 
Teese or Molaffes 


aggery (Kund feah) or Bellee or Goor 
ugar-candy (Mifree) - - - 
Ditto Turry, called in Hindoftan, Rual 
Chootah (a Species of Molaffes) 
Goolkund (Conferve of Rofes) being a 
a Compofition of Sugar and Rofes } 
Goolchukeree, a Drink made out of the 
_ fame Materials - - 
Ollah, Sugar Balls, made of Chinny 
or White Sugar - i 


Total of Sugar, &c. 


Names of the Articles. 




















No. 5. 


In 1194 Foffily. 














Price. Duty. 
Rs. AP. Rs. A. G. 
10087 8 — 504. 8 10 
255141 6 —| 12758 9 § 
ma wr) 3sgit 
151410 | 378.19 
23 10 — I3-- 
10h == = —- §— 
7 8-— — 6— 
“a8or7 6 —| 14007 9 5 




















Weight. Price | Duty 
Sugar, &c. viz. Mds. S.C.) Rs. A. P Rs. A. G, 
Sugar (Shukur or Khand) —- - 4092 26 12) 13319 12 3, 666 — 17 
Chinny, or White Sugar + - | 55024 20 8) 342139 13 3) 17107 2 7 
Joofee, or Molaffes - - a —-— — ee 
Jaggery (Kund feah) or Bellee or Goor | 12887 12 8| 23398 4 6) 1169 15 7 
Sugar-candy (Mifree) - - 27 26 4 496 8 + 24.13 S$ 
Ditto Turry, called in Hindoftan, Rual 47 7 § 100 8 5— § 
Chootah (a Species of Molailes) - 15718 39 14) 12733 2 3) 636 11 10 

Geolkund (Conferve of Rofes) being a a6 6 6 

- Compofition of Sugar and Rofes cf aaa] 3007 35 

Goolchukeree, a Drink made out of the PAE? 8 
fame Materials - - 3 as ss ~ 

Ollah, Sugar Balls, made of Chinn e 7 
or White Sugar aes = Th 1347 19 12 — me 15 1S 
Total of Sagar, -&c. - - | 86416 23 6} 392374 3. 3| 19619 — 12 
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In 1196 Fuffily. 
Names of Articles. 
























Weight. Price. Duty. 
é Mds. S. Cy) Rs. A. PI] Rs. ALG. 
Sugar, &c viz. eee Pence rarer 

Sugar (Shukur or Khand) - - 3493 25 4| 19863 14 gl 543 1 15 

Chinny, or White Sugar - ~ | 51168 15 15/ 314381 6 9115719 4 0 

jvolec, or Molafies ~ - ~ | 15519 10 3; 14828 1 gf) 741 5 1g 

y (Kund feah) or Bellee, or Goor 12346 § 13) 21935 14 OJ 1097 O 2 

Candy (Mitree) - > 20 7.10 348 8. 770 

j o Turry, called in Hindofton, Rual 800 25 o 2000 7 oO 130 010 

Chootah (a Species of Molaffes) ‘ = © 0 0 oo 9 9 0 0 

Goolkund (Conferve of Rofes, being a Ree re 

Compofition of Suvar and Rofes} - } 22 go 8 230 6 o m8 ¢ 
Goolchukeree (a Drink made out of the 

fame Matcrials) - - 6 3 8 60 10 3° § 
Ollah (Sugar Batls made of Chinny or 

White Sugar) - - } a i Tt 4 39° 

Total Sugar, &c. - | 83383 10 13] 365320 8 | 18266 4 x2 

ee 









Total Addition of Five Years. 





Names of the Articles, 










Sugar, &c. viz, 






Sugar (Shuker) or Khand - - oF 
Chinny, or White Sugar - « lo 7 
Joofee, or Molaffes - - - 14 § 
Jaggery (Kund feah) or Bellee, or Goor 3O1tO 15 13f =56708 111g 
Sugar-candy (Mifree) - a 64 11 ty 1139 15 15 
Ditto, Turry, called in Hindoftan, Rual 849 32 8 2705 15 415 
Chootah (a Species of Molaffes) - | 23945 7 6 25716 15 4°65 
Goolkund (Conferve of Rofes, being a Y 

Compofition of Sugar and Rofes) } 38 21 0 399 7 8 10 
Goolchukeree (a Drink made out of the 

fame Materials) - - 3 8 ree os 
Olah (Sugar Balls made of Chinny or 8 8 

White Sugar) - - id } $31 0 9 14 15. 











o] 58229 15 © 


Total of Sugar, &c, —- me # 
. 7 c) 11645 15 15 


3} 1164552 0 
Medium fe) oOo 





Benares, a1ft Ofober, 1790. (Eriefeetasedy 


(Signed) J. DUNCAN, Refident. 


| -In the Year 1788, 


from July to ‘oxen 45,916°30 12 


» ber, is Six Months. 


In the Year: 1789, 
| fom January to Dec, 
| is Twelve Months. 


“In the Year 1790, 


from Janyary to et 38,167 .g 2 


is Eight Months, 





| Sugar. , | 


i §2,269 27:14 


* 
A Pe ep ae Ne 


of ‘the Importation of Sugar, Sukker, Jaggery, and Jewfey, from Benares, as per Account Cuftom Houfe Manjee, upon which the Duty of 2 | 


Cent. hag been collected, from r1ft July, 1788, to Auguft, 1790, inclufive. 


Mads, 


Mads. 


Valuation, Duties. 








-269,867 13. 0 


202,178 ‘0 0 6,054 7 3) 2,462 9:8 





149390353 27 12 


7971503 8 3 19937 9 .9,16,249 33 6... 











Government Cuftom Houfe, 
*Mangee, .22d-September, 1790. 





6746-1 31 7,242 014 21649 7 9 


3250457 9 3 8136 -7 3! Gs4s 23 -0 205598 5°9 514 45 3}22,587 733 




















Shkker. Jaggery. Joofey, Total. 
Fe L 
Véluation, Duties. Mds. Valuation. Duties. Mds. Valuation. Duties, Mads. Valuation, Duties. 
541 3 3|13,666 16 12 24,078 15 0 602° © Olr0,339 0) 6 10,636.15 9 265 14 9] 77,163 14 6 326,133 2 9 8,155 13 
ue , Ms 
41,555 10 6 1,038 14 017,800 1 8 17,284 tt 3° 432 2 © 102,204 20 3 404,896 4 9 10,122 6 
7879-7 «3-177 @ Ofr7,602.38 § asig4r 5-3 648 8 Gft54937 11 2 13,40r 0 9 285 0 Of 74,169 28 9 249599 13 3 6165 0 
' 

re eee pierre | | 
P7 4:49 M4233 2 6153,856.22 12 91,575.14 9 a,289 .6 9144078 19 4 3322.11 0 983 © 91253,538 23 2 977729 4.9 24443. 3 


MHENRY REVELL, Collector General of Cuftoms, 





APPENDIX, No. 63. 


**To John White, Efq. | 


“ Secretary to the Public Department, 


«SIR, 
“In obedience to the orders of the Governor General in Council, 
“ of the 8th inftant, I have the pleafure to tranfmit to you, herewith 
“ enclofed, for his information, Copy of a Statement of the Amount, 
“* Valuation, and Duties, colleéted upon Sugar, Jaggery, &c. that 
** has paffed this Station from 1f July, 1788, to 30 Auguft, 17905 
* inclufive. . ; 


“T am, 
“ Sir, 
** Your’s, &e, 
 Cuftom Houfe, : ; ; 
“ Mangee, 22d Sept. 1790. “HENRY REVELL, 


ee Colleétor Government Cuftoms.” 


[ See Account A] 


APPEN ois No: 7. 


“<< To Edward Hay, rae 


“* Secretary to the Csvecaneay 
«SIR, 


“t In obedience to the orders of the Governor General in Council 
“ to me, dated the 8th inftant, I have the honour of laying be- 
fore you, for ene information, the ftatement required : 


** No. Seateisent of duties colleéted on Arrack and Rum 
“© imported from the country. 

“No.2. Ditto Ditto on Sugar and Jaggery. 

* No. 3. Ditto Ditto on Sugar-candy imported from fea. 


There were no export duties colleéted in my office. © 
“Tam, SIR, &e. 


“© Cuftom-Houfe, «J. MACAN.” 
“ 18th Sept. 1790. 


No. 1. 
“ Import Duties colle&ted on country Arrack C. Rs. 
«© and Rum from the 1785 to 1789, being s years 28,175 13 0 
«¢ Average of one year - - 5,635 2 6 
** No export duty. : 
No. 2. 


¢ Imported into Calcutta from the interior parts , 
*¢ of the country. 
“© Duties collected for the years 1785, 1786, 1787, © 
© 4788, and 1789, on Sugar-candy, Soft Sugar, C. Rs. 
“© and Jaggery - - - 76,741 1 6 
«© Medium for one year - - - 15,348 3 
“ No export duties collected on any goods ‘whatever. 
«J. MACAN, CM.” 


n 
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-No. 3. | ; 
“© Imported into Calcutta from fea Duties collected for the years. 
§ 1785, 1786, 1787, 1788, and 1789. 


C. Rs. 
®¢ On Sugar-candy - - 3,117 29 9 
** Medium for one year - - 623.6 6 


¢ Befides the above, great quantities of Sugar-candy have been 
imported and paid duty, though not feparately {pecified on the 
books, having been included in invoices with other articles on 
which the ufual advance has been put, and the duties generally 
“© levied. No Soft Sugar or Jaggery from fea. 


(Signed) . “J. MACAN, CoML”. 4, 


& 


a 


6 


a 


a 


“In the preceding Account given-in by the Cuftom-Mafter 
“at Calcutta, the Amount of the Duties only are ftated,” from 
“* which no accurate judgement can be formed of the quantities ; 
but the following ftatement of the quantities imported from 1773. 
to 1787 inctufive, will in fome degree fupply the defect. 


n 


é 


n 


Exrract 


AP P EON DIX; . No > 


Extract from the Cuftom-Houfe Books of Calcutta, thewing the 
* Quantity of Sugar annually imported into that City alone, without ° 
Reference to the Imports of Benares, Patna, Moorfhedabad, .and 

Dacca, from 1773 to 1787, inclufive. 
















. Maonps. Maunps. Pors, . 
Clay Sugar and Can-Jaggery or Mufcava- Liquid Durizs, 
Year. |dy ‘from Rungpore, do, from Burdwan, Jaggery | 
Patna, and Radana-Jepore, Beerboon and| or : Rupees, 
gore. Bifhenpore. Molaffes, : 
—j——_ et _— 
773 ye a 3°9795 135,622)" ee ry of 7312 8 
1774 28,2623 61,875 - 120,920 ae ” Sp taagr ir 
5 2 
1775 50,2263 5154805 962g 8 toh ra073 13 
1776 32,6173 50,4035 222,609 pies ba tot 11,291 12 
0777 25,5378 48,458 27HS4apy O88 3 ohiossy 8 
1778 32707 46,592 se) OP ei OC 
. 6 12 3 : 
177 32,593 76,167 248,511 7590 i. 806 12 
? [10 Chetts, hcg , a! S900 ae 3 
1780 : anI7ik : 46,6542 omitted Paes 7 ef t1,0s7 8 
gt Boxes} > 
1781 37,8793 43,1285 410,813) oes £3} 14,691 6 
1782 _ 46,4435 46,7925 15108,839)F et : Bf 20,278 12 
- HE 
1783 4nssat 63,1285 4sergtshy 1253 $2} 18,743 13 
1784 36,5734 41,223, 329,000} ye 14 ot 16,411 a4 
1785 39,949 42230 pal ise = ct 13,842 13 
1786 28,1403 475923 1st08,839)7 ae 7 6 4943 8 
17871" giysqsk 435565 #25227 pie 5 of 9.083 6 


Note. The Sugar-candy imported from China is not included, the 
Duty upon that being charged under another Head. ; 


¢ A Comparifon of the Jaggery Duty will prove, that the Pots have been omitted 
nearly to the actual Amount. 

** This 12,522 upon 47,5532 feems to be fome Error, as the preceding Year 14,086 
is levied upon 46,4432. 
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A 
BRIEF EXAMINATION, &c. 


HE immenfe accumulation of the Public Debts, and the de- 
preffed ftate of Public. Credit, of the Revenue, and of the Funds, 
at the clofe of the la(t War, together with the lofs of feveral extenfive and 
populous Colonies in North Anterica, led fome of the ableft and moft ex- 
perienced men in the Kingdom, not in general inclined to, defpondency, to 
doubt whether it would be poffible for Great Britain, ‘reduced apparently 
to the loweft ebb by a fucceffion of misfortunes, and by expences unprece- 
dented in any former time, ever to regain Profperity at home or Influence 
abroad. The events, however, which have fince happened, fhew as well 
the effect which may be produced by a refolution to encounter the dif. 
ficulties of the moft embarraffed fituation, as the extent of the refources 
to be derived from.a fpirit of national induftry and enterprize. 


The Object of the following Statement is to direét the attention of the 
Public to the prefent circumitances of the Country, with refpect to its 
Finances and’ Commerce, compared with the period above alludéd to, as 
an inducement to perfeverance in the fame laudable exertions ; and at the 
fame time to bring to recollection fome of the principal meafures which 
have contributed effentially to the reftoration of our Credit, and to the in- 
creafe of our Wealth and Trade. 


Te would be-foreign to our purpofe to trace the feveral minifterial 
changes which took place towards the clofe of the War, and upon the Pa- 
cification ; it is fufficient to remark, that the definitive treaty of Peace 
was figned ia September 1783, and that the prefent Adminiftration com- 
mmenced at the clofe of the year: a memorable political ftruggle then pre- 
vailed during feveral months, and it was not till after the meeting of the 
new Parliament, in the fpring 1784, that the Government was in a fitua- 
tion to propofe efficient meafures refpecting the Revenues of the country. 


B The 








BRIEF EXAMINATION, &c. 
i By OS Pp : 
HE immenfe accumulation of the Public Debts, and the de- 
preffed ftate of Public Credit, of the Revenue, and of the Funds, 
at the clofe of the laft War, together with the lofs of feveral extenfive and 
populous Colonies in North Anierica, led fome of the ableft and moft ex- 
perienced men in the Kingdom, not in general inclined to defpondency, to 
doubt whether it would be poffible for Great Britain, reduced apparently 
to the lowelt ebb by a fucceffion of misfortunes, and by expences unprece- 
dented in any former time, ever to regain Profperity at home or Influence 
abroad. The events, however, which have fince happened, thew as well 
the effect which may be produced by a refolution to encounter the dif- 
ficulties of the moft embarraffed fituation, as the extent..of the refources 
to be derived froma fpirit of national induftry and enterprize. 


The Object of the following Statement is to direct the attention of the 
Public to the prefent circumitances ‘of the Country, with refpect to its 
Finances and’ Commerce, compared with the period above alludéd to, as 
an inducement to perfeverance in the fame laudable exertions ; and at the 
fame time to bring'to recollection fome of the principal meafures which 
have contributed effentially to the reftoration of our Credit, and to the in- 
ereafe.of our Wealth and Trade. ; 


‘It would be foreign to our purpofe to trace the feveral mi‘nifterial 
‘changes which:took place towards the clofe of the War, and upon the Pa- 
cification ; it is fufficient to remark, that the definitive treaty of Peace 
was figned in September 1783, and that the prefent Adminiftration com- 
menced at the clofe of the year: a memorable political ftruggle then pre- 
vailed during feveral: months; and it was not till after the meeting of the 
new Parliament, in the fpring 1784, that the Government was in a fitua- . 
tion to propofe efficient meafures refpeCting the Revenues of the country. 


Rg The 


Amount of 
.Revenve in 


1783, and of 


the Charges 
. Upon it. 


Unfunded 
Debt. 


{ 2 ] 


‘The produce of the permanent Taxes for a year, to sth January 1784, 
had been £. 9,667,206, to which fhould be added £. 527,053 for duties 
due by the Eaft India Company within the year, but not paid till a future 
one, making in the whole £. 10,194,259; and the intereft of the funded 
National Debt alone was £. 8,000,284, befides which there were outftand- 
ing Demands fatisfied in 1784, by a loan of £. 6,000,000; thefe, together 
with Navy and Victualling Bills, and Ordnance Debentures, amounted in 
the whole to £. 27,000,000, (exclufive of * £. 2,000,000 afterwards 
granted by parliament to the American Sufferers) and were funded in 
1784 and 4785. ° 


The new funds thus created, increafed the annual intereft of the Debt 
to £. 9,275,000; to which muft be added £. 260,000 for the annual in- 
tereft of Exchequer bills, and £. 1,048,000 for the annual charges on 
the Aggregate Fund (including the Civil Lift) and the amount of 
Duties appropriated for particular purpofes and not applicable to the na- 
tional Expenditure. ; 


The refule is, that the whole charges on the Revenue, exclufive of 
all the Eftablifhments, amounted ‘to £. 10,575,000; which exceeded the 
produce of the permanent Taxes to January sth 1784, by £. 380,74r.. 
Jt was certainly reafonable to expect fome Increafe of Revenue from 
the reftoration of Peace, but fuch Increafe could not at that time be 
depended upon with certainty ; the only exifting Refources for fup- 
plying the deficiency of the Permanent Revenue, and for defraying 
the expences of all the annual Eftablithments (which could, by no- 
calculation be fuppofed to be lefs than £. 4,000,000, and have in. 
faét proved to be more) was the Land and. Malt,,ufuall y eftimated ac 
£. 2,560,000, which left a deficiency, on the whole, of £. 1,820,000, 
below the Sums neceffary to provide for the annual expences, exclufive 
of any provifion for the reduction of the National Debt. 


Of all the Circumftances in this fituation, none operated in more ways 
to deprefs the Public Credit, and encreafe its. Embarraffments,. than the 


* This might, in one point of view, be confidered as a part of the’ Unfunded Debt ; 
becaufe the claim on the generofity of the country, to whatever extent it was thought 
proper to admit it, exifted at the conclufion of the war, although it was not liquidated till 
fome time after;—but it is omitted here, as the profits of the Lottery have been applied. 
to the payment of it. . 

very 
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very large amount of the Unfunded Debt; yet this very depreffion of 
Credit added to the difficulty of removing the Evil. 


The £. 3 Per Cents, which at thé Peace of 1763 ‘rofe to £. 95, did 
not on the late Peace rife higher than £.69, at which price they were 
in March 1783, but they continued fo high only a few weeks ; they af- 
terwards fell gradually till February 1784, when they were at £. 55 
and a fraction, and were in May and June 1784 (when the Debt was 
funded) at £. 58%. : 


The Account given by the Committee of Finance in 1782, will 
throw a further light on thefe difcouraging profpects, and particularly 
on the deficiency of new Taxes impofed during the War, compared with 
the increafed Intereft on the Money borrowed during the fame period. 
It appears by that Report, that there was an accumulated Deficiency of 
£. 2,246,000 of the Intereft of Monies borrowed between 1776 and 1782, 
and an annual one of £. 395,931. 


The ground of Defpondency increafed at the commencement of the 
Peace ; for the Taxes of 1783, which were impofed to pay an Interett of 
more than £. 560,000, did not produce half that Sum. 


It appears' further, by: the fame Report, that the Amount of all 
the Taxes, including the old.and. the new ones, annually from 1774 to 
1782, from Eafter to Eafter, was as under, 


1774 tO 1775 = - - £.8,439,000 © 
1775 to 43776 .7 ~ = 8,068,000 
4776 to 1977 = a -~ 8,047,000 

2 1777 to 1778 - = - 8,78 2,000 
41778 to 1779 ~ c= —  .7:967,000 


* They fell in a few months to £. 54, in confequence of the large Loan 

"Taxes of this feffion, and did-not rife agein to ‘Le58 till July 1785. eThey as rie 
bruary 1782 as low as £.53%- In the war of 1744, they were only 5 months under £. 80, 
the loweft during the rebellon ia 1746 £.74233 and at the Peace which followed, 
they rofe above pas. They then fell in-a few months to £.99 and £-985 but between 
1750 and 1756, they varied from £. 100 to 105 } (once rifing to £:106) except daring a 
few months in 3751, when they were from £.97 to £-99: From 1765 to 1776 they 
Audtaated principally from f°. 87 to £.92 or £.93 5 in one week rifing to £.94. Onthe 
27th of January, 1792, they were £. 92 2 without the Dividend. 
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1779 to 17BO 87,0007 
1780 to 4781 - ~ “10,289,000 
1781 to 1782 - - - 93245,000* ; 


and in the year ending January sth, 1784, the Taxes amounted ‘to 
£. 10,194,259, including fome Duties due by the Eaft India Company: 
in. that year, but not paid till a fubfequent one. 


The whole permanent Revenue therefore was £. ie 5.259 higher in 
1783, than in 1774, and the Intereft of the Debt funded’ and to be 
funded was increafed £. 4,864,000, fo that the total increafe of Re« 
venue was lefs than the inereafe of annual Intereft by £.:3,108,741, 


It is not eafy for the Mind of Man to. conceive a Tafk more. each 
than the Attempt to provide for great Exigencies,:in fuch.a:fituation as 
has been defcribed ;. fortunately however, although there ‘was in general 
little hope of faceeh, there appeared a fpirit in all ranks of people, to fup- 
port any exertion which might afford a.chance of extricating the Country 
from its difficulties, 


A determination was taken, in the two firft Seffions’of the new Par= 
liament, to fund immediately. the.whole, of:the Navy and Vidtualling 
Bills, and Ordnance Debentures, and to: provide Taxes for the Intereft 
of the Debt fo funded ; and from this time a Syftem of Meafures was. 
adopted and purfued, not only to impofe fuch new Taxes as might be 
neceffary, but alfo to enforce gad improve the collection of exifting Du- 
ties, in order to equalize the Public Income to the Expenditure, and far- 
ther to produce a Surplus applicable to the reduction of the Debt. 


The Taxes impofed in-1784 and 1785, produced in 17865 938,000,, 
and thofe in 1789, more than f. 60,000 f. * 


With a view to the improvement of the Revenue by Regulations, 
an Aét, containing feveral provifions againtt Smuggling, was paffed in the, 
firft Seffion ; and had an. immediate effect, in coafiderably Pees. the 


‘s To which thould be added £. 163,000 far duties due: by e Eaft-India Coins witht 
the year). which were. not paid till a fubfequent one. 


+ Thefe were to pay the Interef& of the Loan of £.1 1990,000 by way of Tonia, o 
defray extraordinary. Expences fince the Peace. 
:  ihhicik: 
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Hlicit Trade carried on in Cutters, and other {mall Veffels, all round the 


Coafts of this Kingdom ; the Act extended the hovering Laws, reftrain-= 
ed the built and rigging of the Veffels, prohibited their being armed, and 
directed the deftroying fuch as fhould be taken, that they might not he 
again ufed by the Smugglers. The operation of this Law was greatly 
aided by another, generally known by the name of the Commutation 
Aét, which reduced the Duties on Tea fo low, as to prevent the fraudulent 
Importer from carrying on any profitable traffic in that‘Commodity. It 
is impoffible to calculate the exact Increafe which thefe Meafures occa- 
fioned in other branches of the Revenue; but it is evident, that the de- 
priving the Smuggler of the principal Article in the affortment of his 
Cargo, muft have produced a great Effect. The benefits of the Commuta- 
tion Act in other points of view fall under a feparate confideration; but 
it is proper to obferve here, that the gradual diminution of Smuggling 
ever fince, is the beft proof of the efficacy of this and the other Meaftres 
which have been adopted. 


In 1786 the Manifeft A@ was paffed; which has nearly annihilated 
a branch of Smuggling, carried on formerly to a certain extent, from 
regular trading Ships on-their arrival in the river Thames, and the other 
Ports of the Kingdom, and has confiderably corrected the Frauds in the 
obtaining Bounties and, Drawbacks, on Sip Bea 


In the fame year the meafure of excifing Wine was adopted; the 
benefits refulting from which are evident from the Account laid before 
the Committee of Finance in the lait Seffion: 


: Tuns. . Daty. 
Quantities imported in 1790 ~- - -— — 29,182 — £- 804,167 
Average quantity imported in 3 years to 1786 — 15,953. - 625,454 


ee 





Increafé — 13,229 £.178,713 











The increafe of Revenue, when the comparative quantities are con- 
fidered, would have been much greater, but for the redudtion of Duties 
adopted for the purpofe of obtaining great commercial Advantages by 


* The quantity imported in 1791. exceeds this confiderably. 
= the 


Commuta- 


tion Act, 
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the Treaty of Commerce with France, which had beea figned on the 26th 
of September 1786. , 


Portugal Wines were reduced one-third, and French Wines one-half. 
8 


The Revenue derived advantage from the Confolidation of the Cuf- 
toms in1787 ; a part of this arofe from converting the fraftional parts of 
the Rates into Integers, which, though lowered in a few inftances, were 
raifed in more, and had, upon the whole, the effect of producing fome In- 
creafe in the Revenue: * Much more, however, was gained by a judi- 
cious lowering of the Duties on Drugs and a few other articles, the con- 
fumption of which was before fupplied by the Smuggler. 


The additional Rates on fome forts of Wood, and the new defcriptions 
of others, for better afcertaining the proper duties, occafioned a further 
Increafe +. 


The Treaty of Commerce with France being carried into effect by this 
Bill, as to Duties on importation from that country, the Revenue of 
Cuftoms alfa’ profited, to a fmall extent f, by the Duty impofed on 
Cambrics, the Rate of which had been ftipulated by the article of the 
Treaty which provided for their admiffion into this Kingdom. This 
gain to the Revenue, as far as it goes, is obtained without being a detri- 
ment to any of our Manufactures, for the fevereft Laws had not been able 
to prevent the introduction and ufe of the article; the Smuggler therefore 
alone profited by the prohibition while it exifted. But the moft evident 
Augmentation of Revenue in confequence of this Aét, has arifen from 
the increafed legal confumption of foreign and Britifh Spirits produced by 
a confiderable abatement of the Rates; the duty on Rum and on Britith 
Spirits had been fomewhat reduced in 1784, but the great reduction was 
made by this Law; the effect will appear by the following Accounts; 


© In 1788, £. 20,853.-—In 1789, £, 22,696.—In 1790, £. 24,292. 


+ Thefe amounted on the whole as follows:—In 1788, to £. 43,699—-In 1789 to 
£- 37,668.—And in 1790 to £. 48,697. : 


2 The Duty amounted in 1790 to near £. 32,000. 


Average 
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Average Produce of the Duty on Rum, Brandy, 
and Geneva, in 1787, 1788, and 1789, includ- £. 859,442 Spirits. 
ing: the Duty on Licences impofed in order to 


make good in part the abatement of the Duties | 4+ 85,000 Licences. 








in 1787 - - ~ - - 
£: 9449442 
3 Produce of 1784 — - ~ 560,846 
a Increafe - £. 383,596 
& ee 
St 
es | Average of 4 Years to 1790 - - £. 915,147 
| Licences — - - - 85,c00 
£+ 1,000,147 
Produce of 1784 =~ - ~- 560,846 
—_—_— 
Increafe -  — £.. 439,301 


Although two comparative Statements are here given, the fair efti- 
mate of profic by the meafure will be according to the firft; becaufe 
there were Circumftances which raifed the produce of 1790. much more 
than could be accounted for by the Confumption within the year, which 
Circumftances have occafioned a diminution of the produce of Duties 
en Foreign Spirits in 1791. 


On acomparifon of the Duties on Britith Spirits, it will be feen ‘that 
there is an Increafe of more than £. 200,000 *. 


Amount of Duties in 1790 - - £. 636,000 


Dito - - in 3786 - - 430,000 
Increafe - £- 396,000 


* The additional Duties impofed on Foreign and Britith Spirits in the years 1779, 1780, 
1781, and 1782, on the credit of which large Sums were lent to the Publie, had the effect 
each year of confiderably diminifhing the whole produce on thofe articles. 


§ The 


‘Tax on Poft- 
Horfes farm- 
ed. 


Excifing To- 
« bacco. 
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‘The notorious ‘evafion of the Tax on Poft Horfes led to an attempt 
for the correétion of thofe Frauds, by letting the Duties to Farm, and the 
‘Meafure has procured an annual average Increafe of £. 35,000 on the 
former Revenue of £. 146,000. 


There remained another important Article, of which the Smuggler was 
fuppofed to furnith a large proportion, and which (even after he had 
been driven from the traffic in Tea, and his profits in Spirits had been 
confiderably reduced) principally enabled him to affort his Cargo with 
fome advantage; attempts had been made to prevent the fraudulent 
trade in Tobacco by diferent Aéts of Parliament in 1784, and the two 
following years, without any material fuccefs; it was therefore thought 
expedient, in 1789, to apply the fame remedy that had been tried in the 
‘cafe of Wine. 


The benefits to be expected from this Meafure did not however pro- 
tect it from an adtive though ineffectual refiftance. The great extent 
of Frauds indeed prevailing in this article, and the evident propriety of 
collecting as great a Revenue upon it as it would bear, furnifhed the 
ftrongeft reafons -for bringing it under the regulations of the Excife; 
—they were clearly as applicable to the Tobacco Trade as to the others 
in which they had been found fuccefsful, and the number of additional 
Perfons hereby fubjeéted to thefe laws is fmall in comparifon to the 
Obje*, 


‘Experience ‘has fhewn the wifdom and expediency of the Meafure with 
refpect to the Revenue; and the Trade, at leaft the Fair Trade, inftead 
of fuffering, has been confiderably extended. . 


Amount .of Duties from Michaelmas 1789 to 


Michaelmas 1790 = - ~ £.590,246 F 
Average of Duties in 3 Years to Michaelmas 
178g, inclufive - - ~- 423,711 





£- 166,535 


* The number of manufa€turers who were to ‘be fubjedted to the Excife Survey by the 
Bill was 337. The retail dealers were in general fubjeét to furvey before, by felling Tea 
sor other excifeable articles. 


+ The amount of the Duties in the year ending January 5, 1792, exceeds this fum. 
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What has been ‘the total Improvement of the Revenue from the year Increafe of 
1783 to the prefent time, will appear from the following Statement : alae s 
. ‘ 8790. 


Produce of all the PERMANENT TAXES. 


From gth January 1783 to sth January 1784 - * 10,194,259 
1784 to = = 1785 10,8 56,996 
1785 to -— — 19786 ~ + 12,104,798 
1786 to —~ — 1787 $11,867,055 
1787 to. = -—- 1788 = 12,923,134 
1788 to ~ -— 1789 = 13,007,642 
1789 to - - 1790 =". 13,433,068: 
1790 to = =— i791 = | 14,072,978 


The firft remark which here prefents itfelf is, that the Revenue has 
almoft gradually rifen, in the coutfe of the laft eight years, from 
£- 10,194,259 to £. 14,072,000. Of this great Increafe, amounting to 
near FOUR MILLIONS, £. 1,075,000 § may be placed to the account 


*. The aftuat Payments‘into the Exchequer in this year were {. 523,053 lefs than this 
fum ; but itis added here, as Duties of Cuftoms tothat amount, due by the Eaft India Com- 
pany, were poftponed. ; 

+ Dedutting £:401,118 Duties of Cuftoms paid by the Eaft India Company within 
this year, which became due in a former one. 

t Deduéting £. 522,500 of ditto. 

£. 233,098 of Caftom Daties due by the Eaft India Company had been fufpended in 1782. 

ii The produce of the Permanent Taxes in 1791 exceeded this fum by more than 
£250,000. 


§ Taxes of 1784 and 1785 _ — £. 938,000 
Confolidation Aa, including Duties on Wood 

and Cambric _ _ _ Cf hts 

Taxes of 1789 => - — 60,000 


£- 1,075,000 


‘The Licence Duties on Dealers in Spirituous Liquors are not included in the above, as, 
thofe Duties were fated to be impofed in order to compenfate for the redudtion of the 
Buaties on Spirits. ; 

€ of 
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of new Taxes impofed within the period, £. 968,000% has been fhewn to 
be derived from the improved Colleétion of feveral principal Duties ; a 
further Proportion is owing to the Meafures for preventing contraband 
Trade, and for the better collection of the Revenues; and the remainder 
is to be afcribed to the Ingenuity and Energy of our Manufacturers, the 
Enterprize of our Merchants, and to the general fpirit of the Nation, 
which has availed itfelf with fuch efficiency of the advantages and blef- 
fings of Peace. ‘ 

Surplus for The Meafures thus far defcribed, had immediate relation to the In- 

nt Scares creafe of the Revenue, and it was not thought advifeable to interrupt 

Debt. the account of them with referring to any others; but after the pre~ 
ceding Statement,’ it is impoffible not to take notice of the moft impor~ 
tant of all the Acts pafled during the Period in queftion. 


The National Debt in 17355, 

previous to the French War, 

was - - £. 72,289,000; the intereft £. 2,654,000 
In January 1776, before the 

American War, it was — £.123,964,000; — ditto £-4s4.11,000 
In 1786, previous to which the : 

whole Debt of the Iaft War 

was not funded, it was — £.239,154,000f3 ditto £. 9,275,000: 


No permanent Provifion had evér been made for the progreffive and. 
certain Reduétion of it: The Surpluffes of the feveral Funds were indeed’ 
directed, by Acts of 3d and sth Geo. I. to be formed into a Sinking Fund, » 
for the purpofe of reducing thé National Debt, but no care was taken 
to fecure the application of thofe Surpluffes ; and fome of them were 
diverted, by fubfequent Acts,.to other purpofes, during the fame Admi- 
niftration in which the Sinking Fund was eftablithed.. 


* Foreign Spits — — £: 383,596 
Britih Dito —— | 206,000. 


Tobacco _—. _ 166,000 
Poft-Horfe Duty — — 352,000 
Wine _ ~— 178,000 


L. 968,596 


+ Exclufive ef a capital of £. 1,991,000 granted by Parliament to Loyalifts, as a 
Compenfation for lofs of property in America. 


A general 
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A general opinion is faid to have prevailed, that the Public Credit 
would be effentially injured, (if no worfe confequences fhould follow) 
Whenever the Debt fhould amount to £. 100,000,000 ; and yet, during 
the Peace which intervened from 1748 to 1755, no Exertions appear to 
have been made to avert the Evil: in that period, no more than 
£- 2,7 30,000 was paid off. The fame want of Exertion feems to have 
prevailed again in the following Peace, between 1763 and 1775, as 
the Debt was in that interval reduced fomething lefs than 
£- 5,600,000. - ; 

The neglect, however, of providing formerly an unalienable Surplus 
for the Reduction of the National Debt, when the Country was under 
fewer Preffures, was not confidered by the Parliament of 1786 as an €x~ 
cufe, notwithftanding all the Difficulties which have been ftated, for with- 
holding from public view the magnitude of the Objet; that Parlia- 
ment had the wifdom and the firmnefs to pafs an A& for vefting, una- 
lienably, in Commiffioners, the fum of £. 1,000,000 annually; in which 
Act every poffible precaution ‘was taken, that could be devifed, for pre- 
venting the Surplus from being diverted at any future Time, and for 
carrying to the Account of the Commiffioners for the purpofes of the A@, 
the Intereft of fuch Stock as fhould be purchafed, and fuch temporary An- 
nuities as fhould fall in *. : 

Under the provifions of this A&, £. 8,200,000 of the Capital of the 
Debt has been purchafed + ; and the Amount of the annual Sum, now 
applicable for the Reduétion of it, is £. 1,360,000. 


The attention to the Public Credit did not confine itfelf merely to 
this Meafure, for the pofitive Decreafe of the then exifting Debt ;—not- 
withftanding the many extraordinary Expences, which a concurrence of 
Circumftances produced during the laft feven years, beyond the ordinary 
Charges of the Peace Eftablifhment, no addition has been made to ir, 
except £. 1,000,000 by the Tontine in 1789, and a Navy Debt to the 
amount of £. 457,950 ;—deducting therefore thefe Sums from the 


© It may reafonably be attributed in fome degree to this Meafure, that the £.3 Per Cents. 
are now as high as they were in the former Peace, when the Intereft of the Debt was lefs 
than half the prefent Amount. 


+ And Loyaliils Debentures have been fatisfied to the amount of £-686,000, which 


may be confidered as a further Reduétion of the Public Debt to that Amount, 
C2 Amount 


Amount of 
Debt paid off. 
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Amount before ftated to be paid off, the Debt is diminifhed in the 
_ whole by £. 6,742,050. 


“Btracrdinae A freth and firiking Inftance of the determined adherence to the Plan 
ry Expences for reducing the Debt, appeared on the Occafion of the Expences in- 
uP eee curred by the threatened rupture with Spain ;—the Amount was upwards 
Debt. of £. 3,000,000, which Sum was provided for (without making any per- 
manent addition to the National Debt) by impofing, for a limited time, 
higher Taxes than had ever been laid on in any year during-a ‘War, fuf- 


ficient to liquidate the whole within the fpace of four Years, 


Nothing can more clearly evince the Profperity of the Country, than 
_the fuccefs of this Meafure, without affe@ting the Produce of any of the 
“old Duties. ‘The Precedent is a moft important one, efpecially as no 
Attempt of the kind had been made fince the commencement of a Pub- 
‘lic Debt. Py 


Its good Effeéts are not indeed confined to domeftic Confiderations ; fo 
unequivocal a Proof of National Profperity, and of a Spirit to meet Exi- 
gencies when they arife, without breaking in unneceffarily upon the Syf- 

-tem of the Reduétion of the Debt, muft contribute more than any thing 
to preferve Peace, by making us refpected by furrounding Nations. 


TIAVING 
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HAVING thus fhewn the State of the Revenue, and the Diminu- 
tion of the National Debt, we are naturally led to confider fuch other 
Meafures, adopted fince the meeting of the Parliament in 1784, as have 
contributed to our prefent Profperity ; and to clofe thefe Remarks with a 
Comparative Statement of our Trade and. Navigation: Which will de- 
montftrate, that the meafures taken for the Improvement of the Revenue, 
have not prevented a rapid Increafe of the Commerce or the Manufac~ 
tures of the Country; from whence we may alfo derive fome confidence, 
that that Improvement is neither forced nor accidental. 


In ftating Caufes of Increafe to the Revenue, notice was taken of 
the Commutation Ad, paffed in 1784; but it remains to fhew what Ad- 
vantages have been derived from it in a Commercial View, by increafing 
the Importation of Teas by the Englith Eaft India Company, as 
under*, ; 


Average annual importation by the Company and their Of- Ibs. 
ficers in 5 years, from 1787 to 1791 inclufive, was —- 20,642,003 
Average of D’ for 12 years, 1773 0 1784, bothinclufivet 5,605,074 
Increafed importation by the Englifh Company [— 15,036,929 
He sy —— 
The Quantity imported by the 


Englith Company in 
1791; Was = - = = 


= ~ 22,369,620 





The reverfe of this, with refpect to the quantities of Teas imported into 
other Countries, which ufed principally to fupply our Confumption, is not 
lefs remarkable; they amounted on an Average of 3 years to 1785, to 
17,074,000 Ibs, annually; and in 3 years to 1791, to 8,121,000 lbs.—in 
the faft mentioned year they are ftated to have been only 3,034,660 lbs. 


* The quantities a€tually fold by the Eaft India Company, on the average of 1788, 
1789, and 1790, were 16,139,786 lbs. ; of which 1,991,931 Ibs. were exported, and 
14,148,855 lbs. remained for Home confamption. 

+ The years 1785 aad 1786 are omitted in thefe Averages, becaufe the A@ paffed late 
in 1784, and had only a partial operation in the two following Years, during which great 
Quantities of Tea were bought by the Company in Europe, for the fopply of this Country. 
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The Advantages of fuch a large additional Importation by the Com- 
pany, to the Manufa@ures, Shipping, and Navigation of this Country, are 
‘ebvious,; as it either finds a Market for the Produce of the Company’s 
Poffeffions in India, or furnithes 2 Return forthe Exports of Manufac- 
tures from. hence, : 


The value of Britith Goods fent to China, which was in 1782-3 only 
£106,000, and in 1733-4, £. 120,000, was in the year 1791 more 
than. £. 600,000 ; and the average tonnage of Ships arrived from China 
in 8 years, from 1776 to 1783 inglufive, was 6,059 annually, which in 


5 years, from 1787 to 1791, was 20,289 * annually, 


The A&t for regulating the Affairs of the Faft India Company, which 
paffed in the fame Seffion, 1784, occafioned long and frequent Debates, 
on certain conftitutional Points which do not relate to our fubject; But 
the effe& produced by the fyftem af management adopted in confequence 
of it, has been an Increafe to the Property of the Company to a very large 
amount, either by an addition of Affets, or a reduétion of Debt: India 
Stock, which in Decemiber 1783 was at £. 119, is now at £191. 


The:meafure of excifing Wine has alfo proved of advantage to the 
-Commerce of the Country, as well as to its Revenue, by occafioning 
the employment of many additional Ships, chiefly Britith, in foreign 
voyages to Spain, Portugal, and the fouthern parts of France, for the 
importation of an Articie, much of which ufed either to be manufa@tured 
at ‘Home, or to be brought over from Guernfey, or the oppofite coatts of 
Normandy and Picardy f. 


The chief objections, which at the time were ftated to the excifing 
‘Wine.and Tobacco, were founded on the fuppofition of the hardthips it 
would bring on the trade, or of the danger which it might produce to 
the Conftitution: The firft of thefe Objections has been already taken 
notice of; and, with refpect to the fecond, it may be fufficient to remark, 
that there are now 441 Officers fewer than there were previous to excifing 
‘Wine and Tobacco, with Salaries reduced upon the whole in the fum 


* The Builders meafarement is not to be obtained of all the fhips previous to 1776.) 
$ The Increafe is upwards of 13,200 tuns, Vide P. 5. ° 


of 
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of £.6,9e6 a year*; this is owing to a reduction of the number in 1787, 
at which time the Salaries of all the inferior Officers were increafed, in 
order to remove the {trong temptation to corruption which they were 
under before, and to fecure confiderable benefit as well to the Revenue 
as to the fair Trader. 


The advantages of the Confolidation Aét, are in like manner not 
confined to the Revenue; the Merchants, Traders, and Manufacturers find 
great Relief from it. The Duties of Cuftoms, which were before fo in- 
tricate that few men in the Country were capable of computing them, 
are now fo plain, that every Importer can make his own Entries with. 
eafe, and afcertain correétly the amount of what is due on his goods. 


The Act alfo guards (as far as the nature of the fubject permits). againft 
the ferious Inconvenience of not providing Produstive Taxes to pay the 
Intereft of Loans in the event of any future War, by directing the Pro- 
duce of all new Impofitions, and the Amount of fuch Intereft, to be laid 
before Parliament at the beginning of each Seffion ; for the neceffity of 
this Precaution we need only refer to the Inftance of the Deficiencies in. 
the laft War, and in the firft year of the Peace, as already mentioned, 


Confiderable facility i is likewife ebeained by the Act, in afcertaining, 
eharging, and accounting for the Duties of Excife and Stamps, particu- 
larly the former; and the Accounts in all the public Offices are fim- 
plified in fuch a manner, as greatly to facilitate the furnifhing fuch In- 
formation as may exhibit, from time to time, a juft view of the fituation 
of the Country. : 


It is not, liowever, in this inftance alone, that the objet of fimplify- 
ing Accounts has been attended to; thofe who have adverted to the Re- 
ports of the Committees of 1786 and 1791, will perceive that the Income 
and Expenditure of the Country are therein fo developed, as to make a 
Subjeét clear and intelligible to every one, which was before in general 
little underftood. 


The Syftem which has been uniformly adopted, during the Period be- 
fore us, in every inftance of Loans or Lotteries, by receiving Propofals 


* A net revenue of more than £.8,000,000:is now managed at a lefs expence to the Pub- 
lic, and with confiderably fewer Officers, than a revenue of much lefs than £. 6,000,000 
was in 1784. . 

e PNETE im bie Oa 


Advantages 
of the Confo- 
lidation Act. 


Provifion a 
gainft future: 
unproductive 
Taxes, 


Simplifica- 
tion of Ac- 
counts. 


Mode of 
making 
Loans. 


A&t for au- 
diting Public 
Accounts. 


[ 16 ] 


publicly, and contradting with thofe who make the moft favourable 
Offers, infures to the Public the borrowing on the beft Terms that exitting 
Circumftances will permit, whenever it fhall unfortunately become necef- 
fary in future to negociate Loans, and the deriving the greateft poffible 
advantage in aid of the Revenue annually from Lotteries, fo long as the 
Legiflature fhall judge it proper to avail itfelf of that Refource. 


Loffes to an immenfe Amount had been fuftained by the Public, from 
Perfons to whom large Sums of Money had been iffued, and-who: had: not 
rendered any Account *: A very large proportion of them had never been 
called upon; the few who were, with thofe who voluntarily tendered 
themfelves, paffed their Accounts for Millions, before a Deputy or Clerk, 
appointed by an Auditor, who always confidered his own Office as a 
Sinecure. To remedy this Evil, an Act was paffed in 1785, for better 
examining and auditing the Public Accounts of the Kingdom; fince 
which, they have been examined with attention and fcrupulous exact- 
nefs +. The effects of this Law will not, however, be felt in its full 
extent, till a Period, which it is to be hoped isa very diftant one, when 
we may have the misfortune to be again embarked in a War. Sums, 


* The late Commiffioners of the Public Accounts ftate, in their 8th Report, that 
L. 126,000,000, iffued to various Public Accountants in 16 years, to O&tober 1780, exclu. 
five of the unfettled Debt of Lord Holland, were unaccounted for ;—and in their roth Re- 
port, that between 1746 and 1783 there were 664 Perfons, Sub-accountants for Army Ser- 
vices, who remained accountable to the Public for the fam of £. 38,933,920 ;~—of the 
latter, 127 have rendered Accounts to the new Board of Commiffioners for taking and 
ftating the Public Accounts, to the amount of upwards of £. 32,000,000 ; befides all 
the Accountants in the ordinary courfe.—It is not however meant to fuggeit, that by 
much the greater part of the Totals ftated by the late Commiffioners for Public Accounts, 
though not accounted for, were not in a great proportion properly expended ; the Fat pro- 
bably is, that they were fo: But on the other hand it is highly improper, that the whole 
hould not have undergone a regular Inveftigation in due time; and it is inconteftably 
true, that, large fums have been loft to the Public, from the Parties, who failed to 
account for the fame, having in fome inftances become infolvent ; and in others, from 
their property having defcended in a manner not now to be traced, which in moft of 
the Cafes would render any Attempt, at this time, to recover the Balances due, per- 


feGily defperate. 


+ Sums amounting in the whole to Z. 761,000 have been re-paid into the Exchequer by 
Accountants, or their Reprefentatives, between January 5, 17845 and January 5, 1792, 
arifing from the Inveftigation of the new Board of Accounts, and of the Comptrollers of 
Army Accounts ; including fome Balances re- paid by Agents in confequence ofa ftriG Exa- 
yaination made by three Gentlemen appointed for that Purpofe. 


beyond 
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beyond ali belief to Perfons not. experienced in fuch Matters, would have 
been faved, if fuch an Inftitution had been provided previous to the two 
laft Wars. 


It mutt be in the recollection of every one, how univerfal a perfuafion 
prevailed, that the feparation of the American Colonies from Great Bri- 
tain would be felt as a great and fevere wound, injuring our Refources 
and leffening our Navigation, We cannot, therefore, but contemplate 
with fome degree of Pleafure on the Effeéts produted by the Meafures 
before alluded to, and by various other Caufes which have contributed 
to the general Profperity of the Country. To compare-the Revenue at 
different’ Periods, before and fince the Separation, would not alone be ad- 
mitted as a Criterion, when new Taxes have been fiace added to a large 
Amount ; although it is no equivocal Proof of the Energy of the Country, 
that, under an immenfe accumulation of Debt and Taxes, it has been able 
to effect moft fuccefsfully what was never before attempted, the gradual 
-and certain Reduction of the Debt. ' 


"A more dire& Argument will however arife from an Inquiry into the 
State of our Navigation and Commerce during the Years of our greateft 
profperity in the laft Peace, and ‘at this Time.—In this Inquiry there 

_*occurs fome difficulty as to the Navigation ;—it is to be lamented, that 
previous to 1786, no Ships were regiftered in Great Britain, except chofe 


which traded to the Plantations: Entries of Ships outwards were till then , 


made very loofely ; there was no fort of check on the Matter or Owner, 
who invariably reprefented the Veffels of a lefs burthen than the real 
Tonnage, to fave the payment of Light Duties and other charges ; not- 
withftanding which, a tolerable judgment may be formed of the In- 
creafe of our Navigation, by comparing the Numbers of the Ships 
cleared out at the different Periods, having in view that, previous to the 
feparation of the Colonies from Great Britain, alk American Shipping 
was deemed Britith, and that the Size of our Ships is now larger than at 
shat Time. 


D Number 


Comparifons 
of Commerce. 
and Naviga- 
tion before 
and fince the 
lait war. 








Number of Britith Ships 
entered INWARDS to Great Britain. 


* Ships. Tonnage. 








1772 ~ 7,698 — 757,800 
1773 — 8,259 ~ 796,000 
1774 — 8,587 — 820,c00 


1775¢ ~ 91247 — 943,000 


Foreign Manufadtures. 





1772 — £. 6,746,000 
1773 — —72¥14,;000 
1774 — 6,729,000 
1775 ~ 6,253,000 





1787 — 
1788 = 1 
1789 - 1 


“1772 
1773: 


1774 
1775 


1790 - 1 


Ships. Tonnage. 





9,969 = 1,058,000 
1,121 = 1,328,000 
1,907' = 3,401,000° 
2,294 ~ 15442,000 


Number of Britith Ships 


cleared OUTWARDS from Great Britain. 


Ships. 
1772 ~ 9,408 — 
1773 — 91396 — 


1774 - 9,524 — 
1775 — 9719 - 








Total Value of IMPORTS into Great 


£- 14,500,000 
12,675,090 
13;346,;000 
14,816,900 ’ 


1787 
1788 
1789 
179° 


————oo 


Total Value of EXPORTS from Great Britain. 


Foreign Manufa@tures. —_Britifh Manufatures. 


Britith Manufactures. Total. 





£. 10,973,000 — £.17,719,000 
9:417,000 ~ 16,5 31,c00 
10,556,000 — 7,285,000 
10,072,000 — . 16,325,000. 





Tonnage. Ships. 








Meee 
Tonndges 
——" 


923,811 1787 — 41,762 —~ 1,211,199 
874,042 - 1788 ~ 12,936 = 1,411,689 
“Bo8,904 1789 — 13,648 =. 1,515,021, 
888,854 > 3790 — 12,762 = 1,424,912 


Britain. 


£- 17,804,009 
18,027,009 

, 17,821,000 ° 
19,130,000 





1787 — £.4,815,000 — £.12,054,000 


1788 — 
1789 - 
1790 — 


4:747;,000 


12,724,000 


5,561,000, — . 13,779,000 
$2199,000 —- 14,921,000 


. Total. 


£. 16,869,000 
17547 1,000 
19,340,000 ° 


_ 20,120,000 -. 


\_* The proportion of thefe fhips, in-the laft peace, belonging to the Provinces (now the United States) was very large but it is impoffible to afcertain the 
number of them, with any degree of accuracy. ’ 5 : aes : : 
+ From this year they continued diminithing till 1782, when there were only 4,652. 


- rN 


In order to bring the Refult of the preceding Statements into as fhort a Point of View as poffible, the fol- 
lowing Abftra&t is added, to fhew the comparative Situation of the Country, under the principal Heads 
which have been enumerated, in the Firft and Laft Years of the Period referred to. 


_— el 


Price of £.3 per Cents Confol. January 27th 1784. 
£. 55+ =: = 


Price of India Stock, January 27th 1784. 





£-121. _ made 


Value of Imports, 1783. 





£- 133325,000 _ —_ 


—_=_—_= 





Value of Exports, 1783. 


Foreign Produces Total. 


£+ 41332,000 


Britith Manufactures. 











£- 10,409,000 £14)741,000  — 











No. of Britith Ships entered Inwards to Great 
Britain in 1783. 





7,690. - - 





No. of Britith Ships cleared Outwards from Great 
Britain in 1783. 





72329- _ _— 


Amount of the Permanent Taxes in 1783. 


£» 10,194,259.* ee ee 





Price of £. 3 per Cents Confol. January 26th 1792. 





_ _ £.92% 





Price of India Stock, January 27th 1792. 





aa _ £191 





Value of Imports, 1790. 





£- 193130,000 








Value of Exports, 1790. 


Britifh ManufaGtures. Foreign Produce, Total. 


£.14;921,000.  £. 5,199,000 


een 


£- 20,120,000 




















No. of Britith Ships entered Inwards to Great 
Britain in 1790. 





12,294. 


No. of Britith Ships cleared Qutwards from Great 
Britain in 1790. 





12,762, 








Amount of Permanent Taxes in 1790. 


£- 14,072,978. 





— — 











: , Tranflated from the French, 
Sent to the Right Honourable WILLIAM PITT. 
SIR, : 


"T= unhappy fufpenfe that my Son and I have experienced, for thefe three years 
and a‘half’paft in London, foliciting for fome indemnity of my loffes, occationed . 
by the War with America, obliges me to take a ftep, which as a man of honour, I owe . 
to myfelf, as well as to my family, and which at my advanced period of life, I dare no 
‘longer delay. I beg however to inform you, Sir, that this Letter fhall be Tranflated 
into Englifh, and printed for public notice and my own juftification; for as all indem- 
nity is refufed me, I find it expedient to inform the World, how I have loft my for- 
tune, and had my affairs overturned, to prevent any unjuft or unfavourable determina- . 
‘tion. 


To you, Sir, I muft fay, I attribute taking a very fruitlefs journey, which has occa- 
fioned many. heavy expences, befides a long and painful feparation from my family, 
whofe juft expectations are fadly reverfed : oweing to the lofs of my fortune, and. the 
refufal which has been fo long retarded, of any reparation being made me, I did myfelf 
the honour of addrefling feveral Letters to you from Germany, concerning my lofs in 
America, as is fhewn by the account I have delivered ofthem ; but to my jult furprife, ° 
‘never received any an{wer.—Confequently, < 

I Petitioned in April 1786, the intereft of my Glorious and juftly admired King, 
Frederick the Second, perfuaded that this gracious matter, feeing the faithful and: 
many fervices my Anceftors had rendered to the Houfe of Brandebourg, would not 
refufe me his Royal proteétion, after having been in his Service fixteen years, and 
fought under him, in quality of Aid de Camp, the terrible feven ycars Wars 
againft the Auftrians and Ruffians. Nor was I miftaken ; for immediately I re- 
ceived a moft gracious anfwer—That all orders requifite on that bufinefs, were fent 
to his Envoy, at the Britith Court, the Count de Lufi; a Copy. of which Order 

’ was moft favourably joined to the King’s anfwer, to ferve me as a guide in my pro- 

ceeding. : : 


Conformable to the King’s orders, Count de Lufi delivered the ftate of my Claim 
to you, and had feveral conferences concerning it, when you neither made refufal or ob- 
jeétion, but promifed him you would confider on it, and inform him of your determina- 
tion, as I can prove by Letters from Count de Lufi; but which promife, though. frequently 
made, alas! was never fulfilled. 


By chance, in the Gazette of Erlang, No. 51, dated June 27, 1788, was a Paragraph 
taken from an Englifh Paper, of the recompence made to American Loyalifts ; and 
never having received any anfwer. to the many Letters I had written, made.me deter- 
mine, although ‘in the fixty-firft year of my age, and.in a-ftate of health muth impaired 
by many years Military fervice, to-come to London, and folicit, as it became a Parent 
anxious for his ‘Children, to obtain.a {uitable indemnity. for my loffes; fully perfuaded, 
‘I fhould find the moft.exaé juitice adminiftered, without delay. On account of my ill- 
health, my Son attended me, and. we arrived in London on the zoth of September, 
1788. ey De Pil2 tee. tence 

ae B . : ; The 


‘ 


‘fed 
_ 'The-particular-ftate of my Claim was tranflated into Englifh, and I went to the Com- 
miffioners appointed to receive fuch, in order to prefent it—but was refufed, by reafon 
that I came too late, and my Name was not on the Lift: But in juftice, how could they fay 
I came too late, whenin the year 1784—1785—1786— and 1788, feveral Petitions had 


been prefented, even before the At of Parliament paffed in favour of the American 
Loyalifts, who had fuffered by the War. 


If you, Sir, had given my Name to the Lift, without difturbing yourfelf if my preten-" 
fions were well, or ill founded, my Claim would have been received, and duly exa- 
mined ; I fhould at leaft have been heard, and not kept fo long in fufpenfe, even if the 
fame Commiffioners had wholly obje&ted to me.—I was frequently at your houfe in 
the hopes:of feeing you, though I never obtained that honor, becaufe I wifhed to gain 
your attention to my bufinefs ; after that, 1 wrote feveral Letters to the fame effeét, but 
was equally.difappointed, : ‘ 


In this embarraffed fituation, on the 21{t of May, 1789, I delivered three Copies of 
my Claim at the Treafury Office—one addreffed to yourfelf, as Minifter of State, one to 
the Lords of the Treafury, and one to George Rofe, Efg. as Secretary in the fame 
Office ; and from that time, I have gone three.or four times a week, but have never 
either had admittance or anfwer. Nay, I have even entreated you to gain me fome deci- 
fion, which you have likewife difregarded. 


“Tn July. 1789, the term firft allowed for prefenting Claims of this nature was pro- 
longed by the appointment of a fecond Cémmiflion, when I once more fought your 
protection, and Iam forry to fay, without effe@. 


I did. however prefent my Petition, who, like the firft Commiffioners obje@ed, becaufe 
I came’ too late, and that my Name was not on the Lift.—Happily on the 2d of O@ober, 
1790, I had my firft interview with George Rofe, Efg. who afked me for another Copy 
of what I had already delivered, alledging, that not having read the firft, he could not 
immediately find it. ie: 


In-a few days after, I gave him what he requefted, which he promiled to perufe with 
attention ; fince that I have not feen him, though my Son gained that diftinétion on the 
aeth of. February, 1791, when he told him, with your fan@ion, he would exert his 
utmoft. in my behalf, and which I am perfuaded he did; but on the 28th of March, 
following, informed me, he had not been able to effe@ any thing in my favour ; and 
at laft, on the 21 ft of April, he candidly told me, That never having bore Arms for the 
Service of Great Britain, I could neither expeét, or Claim any indemnification. 


. «But good God, why was this objection not given in anfwer to my firft Petitions that 
were fent from Germany ? Or, why was it not made to the Count de Luf, who aited 
ly order -of my Sovereign, in prefenting my Memorial to you? Why was it not made to 
me, on the 21ft of May, 1789, when I delivered my three Copies at the Treafury ? Why 
leave me difregarded, and in fufpence for three years and a half, after a decifion. had 
taken place? Why not, by an early anfwer, prevent me from undertaking this long, 


painful, 


. 


a 


painful, fruitlef:, and expenfive journey ; or prolong my fay bere, to the utmoft dttri- 
ment of my family, and my domeftic affairs in general ? Why pufb a man, (already fa- 
tigued by many years fervice to his King and Country) to bis laft moments, and while 
he expires, let bim feel the moft fevere difappointment, in feeing his Children cut off from 
their expected right? My Letters from Germany informed you I was.a Refident 
there, and held Landed Property, as well as the Capital I had in America. 


You, Sir, fill an high and important place, and thereby ought moft religioufly to ad- 
minifter univerfal Jultice, to thofe who feek it under your proteétion.—In my Cafe, 
Sir, it became a duty to apply to you in your Minifterial capacity ; and I did imagine, 
you would have ordered my affair to be examined and forwarded, elpecially as my _ 
King fo very gracioully interfered in my behalf; and I muft fay, asa due compliment 
to that Sovereign, I expeéted to have had an audience with you. But at laft, I find 
myfelf neither admitted, heard, anfwered, or my Claim examined, which will make me call 
on the Public, to fay, whether the firft is confiftent for a Minifter of State? Whether 
the fecond is not juftly expeéted by all that feek redrefs? Whether the third is accord~ 
ing to the rules of Politenefs, fo generally obferved, and neceffarily expected, by peo- 
ple of birth and diftinétion? Towards me, however, you have fhewn a pointed inatten- 
tion and negleé, which I can the more eafily overlook, when I refle&t that Frederick, 
the Second of Pruffia, certainly the greateft of Kings, and the firft among{t sae Heroes, 
as well as other Sovereign Princes, in Germany, (and of courfe their by no means infig- 
nificant Minifters) always honoured me with their anfwers ; and which you, Sir, by the 
means of your Secretary, might likewife have done ; confequently, that in admitting me 
to the favor of a conference, you would“indeed have afforded me a pleafure, for I 


‘fhould then have had an opportunity of refpe@ing in your perfon, the afhes of your 


great and juftly beloved and admired Father. 


There are numbers of perfons here acquainted with my motive for ftaying, and are 
furprifed at the manner I am treated ; and there are many others, to whom my affairs 
are but imperfectly known, (perhaps only hearing that I have Petitioned and Claimed | 
a fuitable indemnity, which had been refufed.) It is therefore my duty to publifh the 
particulars, to avoid any injurious fafpicions in my behalf; fuch as, on what ground could 
my Claim be founded; and why I was totally refufed on the 21ft. of April, 1791 3 in fhort, the 
unceafing endeavours I have ufed for three years and a half, befides the fad feparation from miy fa- ~ 
mily, and numberle/s other difficulties I have had-to flruggle with, may be. better imagined than I 
can. defcribe. And my laft complaint is, to whom, alas! mut I attribute this neglect, which is 
as fevere and unjuft, as the refufal made to'me is cruel . : 





My fentiments of honor are on every matter too delicate, to venture. at expofing 
myfelf to be fulpeéted cither here, or in Germany, of having been negligent, or impo- 
fing; for the World muft conclude, it is owing to one of thefe reafons, that I have been 
every way rejeéled. In printed Lifts of the different Loyalifts, who have afked for indem- 
nification, that in No. 10, Claims difallowed and withdrawn ; and in another, No. 3, for 
being fraudulent ; fo that twelve have been thrown afide on that account. Thefe occurrences are 
my chief inducements for publifhing this Letter and Supplement, left it fhould be fup- 
pofed, one of thefe reafons has befel my Claim: no, never fhall my Children be liable 

. ° to 
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to fuch reproach, that ‘their Wather-balely: attemipted “to impofe.on fach ‘exalted genero- 
. fity. Had my Claim been left to the -determination of Parliament, I am perfuaded,..on 
examination, the many years faithful fervice my Uncle rendered to the Grown of Eng- 
land, together with circumftances that regard mylelf, during the American War, and -the 
» fad'period of three yeats and.a half I have'lingered here with my Son, a fuitable in- 
demnification would have been granted me, to prevent the lofs from effeGtually ruining 
myfelf and children ; the keennefs of the laft-mentioned hardthip, it is, that makes me-com- 
plain fo loudly of the cruel negle@ I have endured. f 
I have ‘kept a correét and clear Journal, which will prove all the particulars of my 
tedious folicitations, and Copies of all the Letters I have wrote here, and remained un-. 
feelingly difregarded, which thall be printed with this Letter, in French, Englifh, and 
German, as a teflimony of my patience, and to juflify the fleps I have taken. It hall 
‘neither be. Fittion, Satyr, or Libel, but uncontefled Truth, which will be a fhutter from the 
flighteft doubt. In cafe of my death, my Son, as a man of birth and honor, will ftriGly 
defend mine and his family’s reputation, that has never yet been traduced’:—the’ expe- 
rience that he has gathered during three years and a half that we have lingered here to- 
gether, with my Journal, will dire& his condu@. : 


As Father of a Family, as‘a Man much injured,.I have nothing more to regard, to 
fear, or {7 expe ; I beg no favour ; but atk for juftice, and require to be treated as it 
becomes my birth, and the charaéter intrufted to me, by his Moft Serene Highnefs the 
Reigning Duke of Saxony, Coburg, and Saalfeld. : 


ze ‘ 

At laft, Sir, you have thought it proper to inform me, (by the Secretary, George Rofe, 
Efq.) that all I'could expe from Government was Firty Pounps: Pitiful indeed ; 
inadequate and fcandalous as the fum is to my three years anda half refidence in London 
with my Son, yet I accept of it, not as a prefent from you, Sir, or from Government, 
and by no means as a compenfation for my loffés, but on account of my Claim; and {hall immedi- 
ately apply it towards defraying the expence of Tranflating, Printing, and Diftributing 
Gratis this Letter; to which I fhall add a Supplement, for the full information of the 
Public, concerning my Claim. And as foon as I return to Germany, the whole fhall be 
publifhed in that Language, French, and Englith, including the particular Journal [ 
kept, and the Proofs of my demand being fcrupuloully juft. 


Pleafe God, my misfortunes fhall never gain fuch influence as to be the caufe of my 
hattily ending my life, which has been, and is top frequently the cafe, with many. that 
have been lelt to figh ia defpair and mifery, by means of never having had their repeated 
Petitions attended to. No, fo precipitate a ftep would be too foon forgot, and my 
honor obliges me minutely to inform the World, how I have lingered here, and how I 
have loft my property. In all my Campaigns I never feared to die; but now, I am 
more’ than ever defirous of living, on purpofe to compleat the whole of that, what I in- 
tend to publifh. ; : 





_ Old and-enfeebled as my conftitution is, my fpirit and courage has not yet left me; 
fo that without fear or referve, 1 fhall every where make known the fevere hardfhips and 
neglect I have felt under your Adminiffration. -Can you, Sir, expe& a man to forbear 


crying 


el , 
crying out, who fuffers more pain than is neceflary from the hands of an unfkilful and 
unfeeling Surgeon? I wrote you this in French, becaufe I well knew you was fully 
acquainted with that language; I was too delicate to give it into ftrange hands. to 
tranflate: Neverthelefs be affured, I thall not in the leaft retraét from what I fay, let the 
iffue turn out as it will, and that I fhall moft inviolably abide by every rule of honour 
and uprightnefs, even in publifhing the full account of the misfortunes and delays that 
I have experienced, throughout the whole of my folicitations here. Till then, 





I have the Honor to be, 


SIR, 


Your very Obedient and Humble Servant, 


Joun Henry pe BERENGER, Baron DEBSsAuFAIN, 
Privy Counfellor, to His Moft Serene Highnefs the Reigning Duke of Saxe, 
Cosurc, and SAALFELD. : 
No. 16, Mortimer-fireet, 
Cavendifh—fquare. 
FzsRuARY 13, 1792- 


P.S, Feb. 15th, 1792, I went to Windfor, and delivered this at the Poft-Office 
myfelf, who are anfwerable for its being delivered fafe, and then I returned to London. 


€ A SUP. 


A. \ 
SUPPLEMENT 
FOR THE FULL INFORMATION OF THE PUBLIC, 
. WHICH, 


. TOGETHER WITH THE FOREGOING LETTER 


TO THE 


Right Hon. WILLIAM PITT, 
“1$-PRINTED, THAT A COPY MAY BE SENT TO EACH MEMBER OF THE 


HOUSES OF LORDS AND COMMONS, . ; 


HECTOR DE BERENGER, BARON DE BEAUFAIN, my Uncle, was born 
in France, in the year 1697; his Father, on account of Religion, was in 1702, 
obliged to leave his Fftate and the Principality-of Orange, where he lived ; held Landed 
Property, and was Member of Parliament there. He retired with his family to Ger- 
many, in the King of Pruflia’s Dominions, where Heétor, my Uncle, received the firfk 
part of his Education ; after which, he went to the Univerfjty of Leyden, in Holland, 
and was there admitted a Doétor at Law ; he then came to England, and was a Student 
both at Cambridge and Oxford ; on leaving them, he came and lived for fome years in 


London. 


In the year 1732, General James Oglethorpe went to America, to found the Colony of 
Georgia, in South Carolina ; and as my Uncle was defirous of feeing that part of the World, 
accompanied him and fought to make himfelf ufeful, by giving what affiftance he could. 

- to compleat the purpofe they came on. He not only found it agreeable, but liked the 
Country fo much, that he refolved to become one of its Inhabitants, and drew Ais whole 
Effeéts from Germany to America, and applied them to the fupport of the deflitule and helplefs Colo- 
nifts, in’ order to promote their Eftablifhment and other Undertakings. 


This circumftance, I hope, will not pafs unnoticed by the Public. 


In reward for which, Heétor, my Uncle, obtained from his Majefty, King George the 
Second, of Glorious Memory, by an Aét of Conceflion, pafled in December 1736, 4 
confiderable Traét of Land, and by a like A@ of Conceflion, paffed in June 1738, ano. 


ther TraG@ of Land, equally confiderable, which was given to him and his Heirs for ever. 
In 


[J 
In 1742, he was appbintid ‘Collect of hig Majefty’sCuitfoms, in Charleftown, (South 


-Carolina ;) and in 1747,. Member of the King’s Council for that Province, ig which two 
--Trutls he remained. with fteady, Zeal and unfhaken Fidelity, till he died, @Gober 13th, 


1766, at Charteftown, andappoinied Me by Will, univerfal' Heir to'all'his Efate. 


On the 23d of Auguft, 1769, was ifued from the Court of Chancery, at Lon- 
den, a mft Gracious Decree in my favour, which was fent to CharleRown, by 
virtue of which I was legally put into poffefion of my Uncle's Landed Property, 
though I was either a Naturalized Subject to Englind, or a Refidént in America; 
juft as if this Decree was intended as a recompence for the many and faithful fervices my 
Uncle had done the Crown of England. ‘Coriféquently, to this Gracious Decree, the 
Congrefs of America looked upon me, and tréated me daring the War, as other’ Loy- 
alifls ; {cized all that belonged ta me, and never returned an Anfwer.to any of the many 
‘Letters, which onthe conclufion:of the Pedc& I wroté to” Geotgia atid, Carolina, (where 
my Landed Property was fituated :) likewife to the’ Congrefs, to the late Dr. Franklin, 
and the fyccveding Prefidents of the Congrefs, John Rutledge, Henry Lawrence, &c. ’ 
&c. but they none adfwéréd me; although my Letters were tepeardd, aiid always fol- 
lowed each of them by Duplicates, fo that I am quite rejefted by the United States of 
America. : ; ; ‘ 

Equally after the Peace between England and America, fince 1783, till the end of 
1788; I have addrefled many Letters here, ang ciaimed fome indemnity, for my- 
loffes. I. had four Petitions prefented to his Majetty, likewile to Lord North, (afterwarlls! 
Earl of Guildford,) to the Duke of Portland, Lord Stormont, and.to the Right Hoon. 
William Pitt, all as Minifters of State, but Hone returnéd me an an{wer. 

Seeing in the German Gazette, mention made of the Indemnification the American 
Eoyalifts had to expe, I refolved to come to England, and endeavour by, perfonal foli- 
citations, to obtain what I had long and vainly aimed at by Letters. My Son and I 
arrived in London on the 10th of September, 1788, fince which time to the prefent mo~ 
ment; I have, (as the Public will fee by my Letter to Mr. Pitt) been very diligent in my 
applications,’ though it availed me nothing, till on the 2xf of April, 1791, it was hinted 
by Mr. Role, That never having bore Arms for the Service of Great-Britain, I could 
neither hope or pretend to' gain any redrefs. (This I have likewife mentioned in my 
Letté) but which I muft beg thé Public will give me leave to touch on once more, by 
way of Reply to this Objection—My Agent, David Rhind, of Charleftown, who de- 
clared; that he, as-well as myfelf, intended to be Loyal Subjeéts to the King of England, 
was drove from South Carolina, and on account of this DecJaration, (which he made 
partly of his own accord, and partly through my perfuafions) was obliged to abandon 
his Property, as wellas mine, on which the Congrefs fetged.—— : 


He had all ny original Writings, Titles, Deeds, Accoutits of every thing, Gc. Ge. 
befides the Ready Mohey that belonged to me by his “Adttiniftration, which he took with; 
bim at the time be quitted Charleftown, ard embarked on board an American Vefel, 
bound to Holland ; but unhappily that Veffel on the 3d of Septeiiber, 1°77 Became & 

~ Wreck 


aan coq 


Wreck, and be, with the Captain, whole Crew and Paffengers, perifbed near the Island 
of Oemlana, clofe to the Dutch Sands, and hothing was faved; this melancholy neiiy 
was fent to me by the Honourable William Bull, formerly Lieutenant-Governor of South 
Carulina, dated London, March 18th, 1778, (whofe Letter I have now by me) he was 
Lhewife a Loyalift, and' obliged to feek refuge in London, - 


I beg the ‘Public to reflect upon this difafter, and to flate, if this may not be con- 
fidered adequate to having bore Arms. 


By the death of my. Agent, David Rhind, I not only loft all my original Deeds, &c. 
but many other accounts of things, that under’ his. Adminiftration had accumulated to 
my advantage, and remained unknown to me by the long, lafting, tedious War; fo for 
want of thofe Voyghers, I am not fufficiently acquainted with to make any Cizim, nor 
of the ready money He had with him to remit me: I only ftate my Lofs according to the 
laft Accounts I had from him, ‘a fhort time prior to the War, whith was 128811. 11s. 2d. 
Sterling, as is proved by the Statement I have delivered ; and had not my other Vouchers 
been left with him, muft have been confiderably more beyond. I ‘pray the Public 

, to obferve, that from the beginning of the Troubles in America, which is now Seventeen Years, I 
have not only been deprived of all my Income, but at laft ftripped of all I inherited from my 
Uncle. : : 2 


Judge then if my particular fituation does not merit fome gracious attention, and the 
more fo, as my family is overturned by this moft fevere difappointment, and difconfolate 
- by my long and expenfive abfence, which is giving the laft ftroke to my ruin. 3 ~ 


Thofe who find themfelves difpofed to honour me by a favourable judgment, and 
who may incline towards my having an Indemnity proportioned to my Claim, will excite 
in me an everlafting Gratitude, which fhall be continued in my Children after me. 


The Public will fee by my Letter to the Right Hon. William Pitt, what that Gentle- 

man has prefented me with from Government; or to ufe. Mr. Rofe’s own words :—~that 

“Fifty Pounds was by particular favour granted me, to bear my expences back to Ger- 
many. 


I thall neither pretend to guide or influence the opinion of the World on this fuppofed 
Liberality, and only hope they will not condemn the ule I have applied it to. 


I fhall by way of conclufion, beg to give an idea of my Uncle’s general Charaéter, by 
fhewing the great refpe@ paid to him by his friends in Charleftown, where he died, O@0~ - 
ber 13,1766. They unanimoufly agreed to ere& a Monument to his Memory, which is 
of beautiful white Marble, and was at their expence ordered at London, and fent from 
there to Charleftown, towards which the very worthy John Savage, Efg. (who through 
Fidelity to his King, left his Refidence there and came to London, where he now lives) 
was one of the affe@tionate and chief Subferibers ; and the Honourable William Bull, 
late Lieutenant-Governor of South Carolina, who the fame by Fidelity to his Sovereign, 

- Di = <a ‘ came 


£107) 


same to London, where he died July 4th, 1791; was Author of the following Englifh 
“Infcription for the faid Monument. : - “ : 


_It is now three years and a half that I am lingering here, parted from. my family, far 
advanced in years, and with a conftitution entirely ruined through the fatigues Ihave 
undergone. ‘ ; . 


I have no doubt that Parliament will take thefe circumftances into confideration, and 
according to their well-known generofity and juftice, end my misfortunes, and enable 
me to return to my family, which will raife the warmeft and fincereft gratitude of 


The Author, 
Joun Henxy vz BerEncER, Bapon pr Brauraty, 


No. 16, Mortimer Street, 
_ Cavendifh Square. 
ApriL 20. 1702. 


Ine 


In the Cemetary of this Church, - 
Lie the Remains 
of 7 
Hecror pre BerENGER DE Beauratin, Efq. born in France, 
in the year of our Lord, 1697. He came from London, to 
South Carolina, in ‘1 733, Where he refided the 
remainder of his Life. In 1742 he was appointed 
Colle€tur of His Majefty’s Cuttoms; and in 1747, 
Member ct His Majefty’s Council, for the faid Province ; 
He died O@ober igth, 1766, defervedly regretted. 
; A Man 
of unthaken Integrity in the difcharge of his Public Truft ; 
never relaxed to the Prejudice of the Crown Revenue; 
. ‘never rigoroufly enforced to the oppreffion of the Innocent ; 
of moft benevolent Humanity ; 
always ready to relieve the Diftreffed, 
without Oftentation: 
Of humbleft Manners, though poffefled of eminent Talents, 
Matter of the Learned Languages, 
and though a Foreigner, a profound Critic in the Englifh Tongue. 
Though Humble, inflexibly adhering to the Rules 
of Juftice, Honour, and Politenefs ; 
Complaifant in his behaviour to all; 
thus meriting, he thus acquired 
univertal Efteem. 


His fellow-Citizens of this’ Province, 
fo many years Witneffes and Admirers 
of his Virtue uniformly praétifed through Life, 
have ercéted this Monument, 
Sacred to the Memory 
of his Merit 
and their Love. 


MDCCLAVII. 





. TRANSLATION 
Se x 
LETTER, 
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TO THE 


Rr. Hon. WILLIAM PITT. 
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AN ADDITIONAL SUPPLEMENT, 
| BY 

JOHN HENRY DE BERENGER, DE BEAUFAIN, 

Formerly Aid-de-Camp in the King of Pruffia’s 
Service, and at prefent Privy Councellor 

to His Moft Serene Highnefs the 
Reigning Duke of Saxe, Coburg, 
sand Saalfeld. © ‘ 
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